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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


From  November,  1934,  to  November,  1935. 
Chairman  : 

Councillor  A.  J.  STANLEY. 

Vice-Chairman  : 

Alderman  R.  B.  Sutton. 


Alderman  H.  Hucker,  J.P. 

Councillor  Mrs.  G.  Cresswell,  J.P.  (Mayor). 
Councillor  E.  P.  Drabble. 

Councillor  H.  G.  J.  Fletcher. 


Councillor  J.  A.  Dain. 
Councillor  Mrs.  A.  McShane. 
Councillor  S.  WlGGiN. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman  : 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  McSHANE. 

Vice-Chairman  : 


Councillor  T.  E.  Haden. 


Councillor  Mrs.  G.  CRESSWELL,  J.P.  (Mayor). 
Councillor  Mrs.  J.  Deakin. 

Councillor  E.  P.  Drabble. 

Councillor  F.  W.  Evans,  J.P. 

Councillor  M.  J.  Kavanagh. 


Councillor  A.  W.  Percox. 
Councillor  T.  P.  Riley,  J.P. 
*Mrs.  E.  E.  Clark. 

*Miss  J.  M.  Elliot. 

*Mrs.  G.  Crabtree. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman  : 


Alderman  J.  A.  LECKIE,  J.P.,  M.P. 
Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  E.  B.  STAMMERS. 


Councillor  F.  W.  Evans,  J.P. 
Councillor  H.  G.  J.  Fletcher. 
Councillor  T.  E.  Haden. 
Councillor  D.  Jones. 

Councillor  H.  Busill-Jones. 
Councillor  H.  Lines. 

Councillor  W.  Millerchip,  J.P. 
Councillor  C.  S.  Moore. 


Councillor  C.  C.  Poole. 
Councillor  W.  R.  Wheway. 
*Mrs.  W.  H.  Keay. 

*Mr.  H.  Lenton  Lester. 
*Mr.  H.  Skeels. 

*Miss  M.  V.  Stafford. 

*Mr.  F.  G.  Thomas. 

*Rev.  Canon  Yeo. 


*Co-opted  Members. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

G.  C.  KELLY,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  : 

M.  MOSELEY,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

V.  R.  WALKER,  B.S.c,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Resigned  13/2/35). 

F.  J.  WELTON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed  13/3/35). 

School  Medical  Inspector  : 

L.C.  ADAM,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

School  Dentists  : 

D.  A.  PARSONS,  L.D.S. 

N.  L.  COOKSON,  L.D.S. 

Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer  : 

§A.  M.  STUART,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.)  (Resigned  30/1/35). 

§B.  C.  TATE,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Appointed  21/10/35). 

Public  Analyst 

§F.  E.  THOMPSON,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

*fC.  A.  STANSBURY  (Appointed  28/5/35). 

*fA.  T.  HUBBLE  (Resigned  27/5/35). 

Assistant  Inspectors  : 

*fE.  F.  B.  A.  MINER  (Meat  Inspector.)  *tG.  N.  RICHARDS. 

*  A.  FURNISS  (Resigned  31/8/35).  *  S.  J.  T.  WOOD. 

*fO.R.N.  HOSKINS  (Temporary:  resigned  25/5/35).  *tW.  J.  WOODWARD. 

*  G.  LEEDER  (Appointed  1/8/35).  I.  THOMAS  (Temporary:  Appointe 

*  ts.  MONKS  (Appointed  29/7/35).  1  /7/35). 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  Midwives  : 

|*Mrs.  A.  SAUNDERS,  H.V. 


Health  Visitors  : 


**tMiss  E.  BETTER I DGE. 

JMiss  A.  E.  ROGERS. 

X  M  E.  G.  JONES. 

-i  G.  N.  SADLER. 

**  ..  E.  M.  O’KELLY. 

**t  n  M.  E.  SIDNEY 

**+  ..  S.  A.  NOLAN. 

+Mrs.  M.  TAYLOR. 

**  -  A.  QUICK. 

**tMiss  R.  P.  TAYLOR. 

X  "  E.  WIDDOWSON. 

School  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  M.  EVANS. 

Miss  F.  SAUNDERS, 

School  Dental  Nurse  : 

Miss  B.  L.  BENNETT. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF— continued. 


Goseote  Isolation  Hospital  and  Goscote  Sanatorium: 


t  Matron:— Miss  M.  J.  BIRD,  S.R.N. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Hospital  : 

t  Matron:— Miss  E.  WILKINSON,  S.R.N. 

Pelsall  Sanatorium  : 

Matron  —  Miss  E.  A.  BRADSHAW,  R.R.C.,  S.R.N. 

Secretary  Dispenser  : 

Miss  G.  COTTERELL. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Vaccination  Officer: 

P.  SHOESMITH 

Clerical  Staff: 


N.  AULIFFE. 

F.  WEBB. 

G.  LEEDER  (Resigned  31/7/35). 
R.  FRANKHAM. 

R.  C.  GREEN. 


F.  G.  S.  HILL  (Appointed  28/10/36). 
J.  E.  SMITH  (Appointed  28/10/36). 


Miss  M.  COOPER. 
Miss  M.  TAYLOR. 
Miss  K.  M.  LUNN. 


§  The  V.D  Medical  Offier  and  Public  Analyst  are  part-time  Officers. 
*  Certificate  as  Sanitary  Inspector, 
t  Certificate  as  Meat  Inspector. 

+  Certified  Midwife. 

**  Health  Visitor  s  Certificate. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall  for  the  year  1935. 

The  population,  as  revealed  by  the  Census  of  1931,  was  103,059:  the 
estimated  population  as  at  June  30th,  1935,  being  106,000. 

The  1 935  death  rate  was  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  previous  year, 
being  1 1*22  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  10  96  in  1934.  This  rate 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  1 1  *7,  and 
with  the  great  towns,  1 1  8. 

The  birth  rate  again  shows  a  slight  increase,  being  18  91  per  1,000,  as 
against  1 8  0  in  1 934,  and  an  average  of  187  during  the  past  five  years.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  is  1 4  7.  and  that  of  the  great  towns,  1 4’8, 
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The  infant  mortality  rate  was  67  37  per  1,000  births,  rather  less  than 
the  rate  for  1934,  when  the  corresponding  figure  was  68’87.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  for  1935  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  57,  and  for  the  great  towns,  62. 

The  death  rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  shows  a  marked  decline, 

:  falling  from  0  82  per  1,000  in  1934  to  0  63  in  1935,  and  is  the  lowest  rate 
yet  recorded.  The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  also  showed  a 
i  similar  decline,  falling  from  0  93  in  1934  to  0  75  in  1935. 


During  the  year,  81  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  as  against  69  in 
1 934.  Scarlet  fever  was  rather  less  prevalent,  although  the  number  of  cases 
i  notified  was  above  the  average  for  the  Borough,  272  cases  being  notified  as 
against  304  in  1 934.  Measles  and  German  measles  were  present  in  epidemic 
form  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  1 ,298  notifications  being  received  from 
the  schools ;  1 4  deaths  were  recorded  as  being  due  to  measles,  all  being  under 
the  age  of  five  years.  54  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified,  there  being 
six  deaths  from  this  cause. 

The  slum  clearance  programme,  details  of  which,  as  required  by 
Circular  1331,  were  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  in  June,  1933,  was 
completed  before  the  end  of  1 935,  i.e.,  three  years  earlier  than  was  anticipated. 
A  further  supplementary  programme  for  dealing  with  an  additional  2,058 
houses  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  in  December,  and  this  programme 
has  also  been  approved. 

During  the  year  under  review,  435  houses  were  represented  as  unfit, 
333  in  clearance  areas  and  102  as  “individual  unfits.”  389  unfit  houses 
were  actually  closed  and  325  houses  demolished,  1,784  persons  being 
displaced  and  provided  with  healthier  and  more  comfortable  homes. 


f\ 
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The  “overcrowding  survey,”  for  the  carrying  out  of  which  a  temporary 
staff  was  engaged,  was  commenced  in  December,  1935,  and  completed  at 
the  beginning  of  March,  1936.  24,635  houses,  containing  26,894  separate 
families  were  enumerated,  4-8%  of  these  families  being  found  to  be  over¬ 
crowded.  The  completed  report  was  presented  to  the  Health  Committee 
at  their  April  meeting,  proposals  for  dealing  with  the  overcrowded  families 
will  follow  at  an  early  date. 
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As  part  of  the  Local  Government  centenary  celebrations,  an  opportunity 
was  afforded  the  public  of  viewing  certain  of  our  public  health  activities. 
These  included  the  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  at  Goscote,  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic,  and  the  Ida  Road  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre.  The  response 
was  most  disappointing,  very  few  members  of  the  public  availing  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  afforded  them.  John  Citizen  is  not  greatly  interested 
in  health  matters,  so  long  as  he  himself  remains  comparatively  fit.  When 
he  is  sick  he  demands  the  best  possible  service.  This  is  reflected  in  the 
ever-increasing  call  upon  our  hospital  beds  of  all  types— a  demand  which, 
in  spite  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  these  beds  in  recent  years,  is  fre¬ 
quently  difficult  to  satisfy.  In  this  respect  fashion  in  such  matters  has 
changed  considerably,  as  will  be  gathered  from  the  following  figures.  In 
1915,  17%  of  all  deaths  in  the  borough  took  place  in  public  institutions; 
in  1925,  the  percentage  had  risen  to  27,  whereas  in  1935  no  fewer  than  54% 
of  all  deaths  took  place  in  public  institutions. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Hubble,  who  had  given  42  years  of  devoted  service  to  the 
Corporation,  37  years  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  having  reached  the  age 
limit,  retired  at  the  end  of  May.  Here  I  would  place  on  record  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  manner  in  which  he  upheld  the  department,  and  my  grateful 
thanks  for  the  encouragement  and  loyal  support  he  gave  me  so  willingly  at 
all  times  during  an  association  extending  over  many  years. 

Mr.  Hubble  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Stansbury,  who  had  joined  the 
staff  in  1928,  and  his  promotion  was  well  earned. 

The  year  has  been  a  strenuous  one  and  much  good  work  has  been 
accomplished.  To  each  and  every  member  of  my  staff  I  desire  to  express 
my  grateful  thanks  for  their  loyal  support  and  co-operation  throughout  the 
year. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committees  my  thanks  are  also  due  for  their  kindly  considera¬ 
tion  and  encouragement  at  all  times. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May,  1936. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


1.  General  Statistics. 


Area  m  Acres 

8,780 

Population  (At  Census  1931) 

..  103,059 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  /  At 

23,311 

Number  of  Families  ..  ..  b  1931  Census 

24,953 

Population  1935  (estimated) 

..  106,000 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  in  1 935 

1,214 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1 935 

26,124 

Number  of  Persons  per  House 

4*06 

Rateable  Value 

. .  £499,608 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

£1,905 

Population  per  acre  .  . 

12*1 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Number  of  /Legitimate  M.  963 — F.  991 — Total  1,934 —  Total. 

Births  ^Illegitimate  M.  21 — F.  29 — Total  50 —  2,004 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18  91 

Number  of  Deaths  (M.  633  F.  537)  .  .  .  .  . .  Total  1 ,190 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  .  .  11*22 

Standardised  Death  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12.57 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth — 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

From  other  puerperal  causes  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  4 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  . .  . .  3  84 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  . .  . .  135 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  67  37 

Infant  Mortality  (legitimate  infants)  per  1 ,000  births  ..  ..  66*02 

Do.  (illegitimate  infants)  do.  . .  .  .  1 20  0 

Death  Rates  per  1 ,000  population,  from — 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  0*63 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  0*75 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  .  .  1  52 

Cancer  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  •  1  '52 

Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Smallpox,  Enteric 
Fever,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup)  . .  .  .  0*26 
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Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  Children  under 
2  years  of  age,  per  1 ,000  births 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 


6-99 

14 

14 
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CORONER  S  Inquests. — 137  Inquests  were  held  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  (87  males  and  30  females). 


Post-Mortem  Examinations  ordered  by  Coroner  . .  . .  56 


Summary  of  Inquests. 

Death  by  Murder 
n  Suicide 

1 1  Manslaughter  and  Infanticide 
n  Want,  Exposure,  etc. 

it  Excessive  Drinking 

n  Want  of  attention  at  Birth 

ti  Accident  or  Misadventure 

n  from  Natural  Causes 
Stillborn 
Open  Verdicts 
Inquests  adjourned 


M.  F. 
-  1 

9  2 


1  1 

35  18 

42  27 

-  1 


87  50 


Inquests  on  children  suffocated  whilst  in  bed  (accidental) .  .  —  — 

Inquests  on  bodies  of  newly-born  children  .  .  . .  . .  1  — 

Births. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  was 
2,039,  of  which  1 ,005  were  males  and  1 ,034  were  females.  These  are  the 
crude  figures,  and  allowance  has  to  be  made  for  births  to  non-residents 
occurring  in  Walsall,  and  for  births  to  residents  whilst  the  latter  were  tern- 
porarily  staying  in  some  other  town. 

The  correct  figures  are:  Males  984,  Females  1,020;  giving  a  new 
total  of  2,004,  equivalent  to  a  Birth  Rate  of  1 8  91  per  1 ,000.  Of  this  number 
50  were  illegitimate  births,  as  compared  with  56  during  1934. 
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The  average  Birth  Rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  19.6. 

Stillbirths. 

The  following  stillbirths,  corrected  figures,  are  allocated  to  the  Borough: 
Males  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

Females  .  .  . .  .  .  32 

Total  .  .  .  .  79 

Of  this  number,  3  males  and  1  female  were  illegitimate. 

The  rate  per  1 ,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  is  37.9. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  1,242,  giving  a 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  11-72  (an  increase  on  the  previous  year, 
when  we  had  1 ,269  deaths,  with  a  rate  of  1 1  42).  If  we  exclude  the  number 
of  persons  (125)  dying  in  the  Borough  belonging  to  other  districts,  and  include 
(73),  those  belonging  to  the  Borough  dying  beyond  the  Borough,  we  have  a 
correct  number  of  1 , 1 90,  giving  a  death  rate  of  1 1  -22.  The  average  death 
rate  for  the  past  five  years  is  1 1  42. 

In  order  that  the  local  death  rate  may  be  compared  with  death  rates 
of  other  towns  and  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  Registrar-General  has 
supplied  an  adjusting  factor  (1*12)  by  which  the  crude  death  rate  may  be 
converted  to  one  comparable  with  mortality  statistics  of  other  areas. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  for  Walsall  for  the  year  1935  is  12  57  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages,  of  residents  belonging  to 
the  Borough  : — 


At 

i  all 

Ages 

Under 

1 

year 

1  and 
under 

2 

2  and 
under 

5 

5  and 

under 

'  15 

15  and 
under 

25 

25  and 

under 

45 

45  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
under 

75 

75 

and 

upwards 

1190 

135 

24 

25 

24 

47 

113 

300 

265 

257 

Vaccinations. 

The  total  number  of  successful  Vaccinations  carried  out  during  1935 
was  252.  Number  of  statutory  declarations  of  conscientious  objection  made 
during  the  same  period  was  1,548. 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 
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Table  II. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH, 

1935. 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 
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Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Eerebro-spinal  Meningitis  . . 

Poliomyelitis  . . 

Cphthalmia  Neonatorum 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  . . 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
it  Influenzal  n 

Malaria 

Polio-Encephalitis 

Dysentery 

Totals  . . 

i 


For  particulars  of  cases  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals,  see  Table  VIII. 
*These  deaths  do  not  necessarily  refer  to  the  cases  notified. 


Table  IV.  WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH.  -  WHOLE  DISTRICT 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1935 
_ Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages  under  One  year  of  age. 
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BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

during  the  Year  1935. 
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HOSPITALS,  CLINICS,  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS, 
AMBULANCE  FACILITIES,  Etc. 

Hospitals. 

1.  Walsall  General  Hospital — A  voluntary  Institution  (120  beds). 

2.  Manor  Hospital — Public  Assistance  Committee  (261  beds). 

3.  Goscote  Isolation  Hospital — Health  Committee  (34  beds — Infectious 

Diseases)  (22  beds — Tuberculosis). 

4.  Sneyd  Lane  Isolation  Hospital  (Smallpox) — Health  Committee 

(12  beds). 

5.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Hospital — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Committee  (10  beds). 

6.  Pelsall  Sanatorium  (Tuberculosis) — Health  Committee  (37  beds). 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  our  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis, 
nine  beds  being  reserved  at  The  Woodlands,  additional  beds  being  provided 
as  required. 

Maternity. — Cases  of  puerperal  fever  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  admitted  to  the  Goscote  Isolation  Hospital. 

Children. — Nil. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 
and  Homeless  Children  in  the  District. — In  certain  circumstances, 
unmarried  mothers  are  admitted  to  the  Legge  Memorial  Home,  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  The  arrangements  for  illegitimate  homeless  children  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

Ambulance  Facilities* 

(a)  For  infectious  disease  cases  two  motor  ambulances  have  been 
provided.  Both  are  stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  two  motor  ambulances  are 
kept  at  the  Fire  Station. 


School  Clinics. 

Three  School  Clinics  are  provided — at  Bradford  Street,  Littleton 
Street,  and  at  Field  Road,  Bloxwich. 

Bradford  Street.  Doctors’  days — Monday  and  Wednesday  morning; 

nurse  in  attendance  each  morning,  and  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  afternoons. 
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Littleton  Street.  Doctors’  days — Tuesday  and  Friday  morning  ,  nurse 


Field  Road. 

in  attendance  each  morning  and  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Doctors’  days — Friday  afternoon;  nurse  in  attendance 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoon. 

The  Central  Dental  Clinic  and  the  Eye  Clinic  are  held  at  Bradford  Street, 
and  there  is  a  Dental  Clinic  for  the  northern  end  of  the  Borough  at  Field 
Road. 

Rheumatic  Clinic. 

Littleton  Street.  Saturday,  10  a.m.— 12.30  p.m. 


Massage  Clinic. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Daily  9  a.m. — 1p.m. 

2  p.m. — 3  p.m. 

Dressings  Clinic. 

Wednesday,  9  a.m. — 1  p.m. 

Ablewell  Street. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Monday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Friday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Field  Road. 

Tuesday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Thursday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m.  j 

Friday,  10-30  a.m. — 12-30  p.m. 

Ida  Road. 

Monday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

.  Wednesday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 
Littleton  Street.  Wednesday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 


Milton  Street 

Friday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Thursday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Ablewell  Street. 
Ida  Road. 

Milton  Street. 

Ante*-Natal  Clinics. 

Monday,  10  a.m.  Tuesday,  6 — 8  p.m. 

Friday,  1st  and  3rd  in  each  month.  10a.m. 

Friday,  2nd  &  4th  in  each  month.  10  a.m. 

Field  Road.  Wednesday,  10  a.m.  Friday,  6 — 8  p.m. 

A  Medical  Officer  attends  ail  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  and  Ante-Natal 
Clinics. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  4,  Hatberton  Road. 

Open  each  day  10  a.m. —  1  p.m.  ;  2-15 — 5-30  p.m. 

Medical  Clinics,  Monday  afternoon,  Wednesday  morning,  Thursday  even¬ 
ing  (1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  6-30 — 8  p.m.),  Friday  morning. 

V.D.  Clinic,  Walsall  General  Hospital. 

Open  for  Males,  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  7-30  to  9  p.m. 

Open  for  Females,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays,  4-30  to  6  p.m. 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  ..  Tuesday,  10  a.m. —  1  p.m. 

Thursday,  10  a.m.  —  1  p.m. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General — Victoria  Nursing  Institution. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases — None. 

Midwives. — Thirty-seven  Midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
in  the  District  during  1935.  Four  of  these  were  employed 
by  the  Public  Authority  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Hospital.  No  Midwives  were  subsidised  by  the  Council, 

Laboratory  Work. 

During  the  year,  731  specimens  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli,  and  1,599  swabs  for  the  presence  of  B.  Diphtheria  were 
examined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Hatberton  Road. 

All  other  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken 
by  the  Birmingham  University. 

Chemical  Work. 

All  chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst,  and  for 
particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  reference  should  be  made  to  his 
report  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  ACT. 

Under  this  Act  all  employees  have  to  pass  a  medical  examination  before 
being  taken  on  the  permanent  staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical  Referee  for  the  Cor¬ 
poration  . 

During  the  year  54  persons  were  examined  prior  to  their  appointment, 
and  were  passed  as  satisfactory  lives. 
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OTHER  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


95  employees  were  examined  on  behalf  of  the  Transport  Committee 
as  to  their  fitness  to  act  as  Bus  Drivers  or  Conductors. 

All  candidates  for  the  Police  Force  are  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  whose  services  were  also  requisitioned  by  the  Police  on  many 
other  occasions. 


CARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

There  are  141  blind  persons  on  the  register  of  the  Blind  for  the  County 
Borough  of  Walsall.  Of  that  number,  five  are  school  children  under  the 
age  of  16,  all  of  whom  are  in  special  schools.  Eight  adults  are  in  various 
Institutions,  and  95  persons  are  unemployable;  of  the  others,  24  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  workshops,  and  nine  are  employed  as  homeworkers. 

Certain  of  the  airangements  for  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  Blind 
persons  are  carried  out  by  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee,  or  on  their 
behalf  by  the  Walsall,  Wednesbury  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Twenty  of  our  Walsall  Blind  are  employed  in  the  local  workshops. 
The  new  workshops,  situated  in  Hatherton  Road,  were  officially  opened  on 
2nd  October,  1935.  There,  work  can  be  carried  out  under  ideal  conditions, 
the  new  workrooms  being  well  ventilated  and  well  lighted,  presenting  a 
striking  contrast  with  the  old,  unhealthy  workshops  so  long  occupied  by 
the  blind.  The  new  workshops  are  administered  by  a  joint  committee, 
consisting  of  representatives  appointed  by  the  Borough  Council,  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  County  Council  and  the  Walsall,  Wednesbury  and  District  Blind 
Society. 

Home  workers  are  dealt  with  by  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  During  1935,  there  were  two  home  teachers,  who  looked  after 
all  blind  persons  in  both  the  Walsall  and  Wednesbury  areas. 

UNEMPLOYABLE  BLIND. 

The  Town  Council  augment  the  income  of  each  of  the  44  unemployable 
persons  in  the  Borough  who  are  of  full  age,  to  20/-  per  week,  and  the  Home 
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Visitors  have  been  instructed  when  distributing  this  grant  to  enquire  if  they 
are  as  reasonably  comfortable  as  possible,  and  if  conditions  are  unsatisfactory 
to  report  the  same  to  the  local  Blind  Society  and  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare 
Committee.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee  to 
prevent  any  further  cases  of  unemployable  blind  finding  it  requisite  to  have 
out-door  poor  relief,  as  it  is  undesirable  to  add  to  their  distress  by  the 
so-called  stigma  of  pauperism. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Goscote  Isolation  Hospital. 

445  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year,  as 
against  452  cases  during  1 934.  Whilst  this  number  is  somewhat  less  than  in 
the  previous  year,  the  pressure  on  our  beds  has  been  extremely  heavy,  and 
it  was  considered  advisable  to  relieve  the  congestion  by  opening  up  the 
Sneyd  Lane  Hospital  foi  a  period  for  convalescent  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

240  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  admitted  as  against  282  in  the  previous 
year.  Fortunately,  the  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type.  There  were, 
however,  three  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  the  complications  being  endo¬ 
carditis,  septicaemia,  and  acute  mastoiditis  and  streptococcal  meningitis. 

98  cases  of  diphtheria  were  admitted  as  against  91  in  the  previous  year, 
and  there  were  six  deaths. 

In  addition,  26  cases  of  measles,  nine  of  Erysipelas,  six  of  puerperal 
pyrexia  or  sepsis,  two  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  five  of  German  measles, 
three  of  whooping  cough,  and  56  of  other  diseases  (including  16  diphtheria 
carriers). 

The  extension  of  the  administration  block,  and  the  additional  ward 
block,  the  building  of  which  was  commenced  in  February,  1935,  had  not 
been  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  ward  block  of  26  beds,  when 
it  does  come  into  use,  will  go  far  to  relieve  us  of  the  anxieties  attendant 
on  the  interference  with  normal  bed-spacing. 

» 

Conferences  have  been  held  with  various  neighbouring  Urban  Authori¬ 
ties  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  the  reservation  of  beds  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  for  these  Authorities,  but  so  far  nothing  has  materialised.  Mean¬ 
while,  we  continue  to  admit,  as  accommodation  is  available,  cases  from 
those  outside  authorities. 

The  I  uberculosis  Pavilion  has  been  fully  occupied  throughout  the 
year.  The  most  modern  methods  of  treatment  are  available  in  suitable 
cases,  and  the  results  obtained  are  satisfactory. 
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During  the  year,  44  patients  were  admitted  and  22  were  in  residence 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  42  patients  were  discharged  and  nine  died, 
leaving  15  patients  in  the  pavilion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  table  dealing  with  the  cases  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  this  section  of  the  report. 

Smallpox. — No  cases  were  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 272  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  as  against  304  in  1934.  161  cases  were  admitted  to  Goscote 

Isolation  Hospital,  and  there  were  two  deaths. 

Diphtheria. — 81  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  year,  compared 
with  69  in  1934.  The  cases  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  throughout  the 
town.  * 

There  were  five  deaths  from  the  disease  as  against  two  in  1934,  a  case 
mortality  of  6-2%  as  against  2*9%  in  1934. 

72  cases  and  16  carriers  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  average  yearly  incidence  of  the  disease  during  the  past  five  years 
has  been  0  70  per  1,000. 

During  the  year,  a  further  821  children  were  immunised  against  the 
disease.  In  addition,  608  children  who  had  been  immunised  in  previous 
years  were  schick-tested,  in  582,  immunity  had  been  established,  and  of 
the  others,  65  received  a  single  dose  of  alum  precipitated  toxin,  the  prophy¬ 
lactic  which  we  have  been  using  this  year. 

During  the  eight  years  ending  1935,  10,586  children  and  adults  have 
been  dealt  with,  and  8, 1 05  have  been  protected  against  the  disease.  During 
that  time  there  have  been  no  deaths  and  only  six  cases  of  clinical  diph¬ 
theria  amongst  immunised  children  under  the  age  of  15  years.  During 
the  same  period,  amongst  unprotected  children  of  the  same  age,  there  have 
been  770  cases  and  87  deaths. 

Full  details  of  our  activities  in  this  connection  are  given  in  my  report 
as  School  Medical  Officer  to  the  Education  Committee,  and  I  would  direct 
attention  to  that  report.  Here  I  would  pay  tribute  to  my  assistant,  Dr. 
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F.  J.  Welton,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  this  campaign.  Dr.  Welton  had 
had  considerable  experience  in  Diphtheria  immunisation  before  coming 
to  Walsall,  and  he  has  shown  very  commendable  zeal,  enthusiasm  and 
tact  in  waging  war  against  this  treacherous  disease. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — No  cases  were  notified.  Two  deaths 
were  recorded  as  being  due  to  this  disease. 

Dysentery.  —No  cases  were  notified. 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia. — During  the  year  217  cases  of  Pneumonia, 
Acute  Influenzal  or  Primary  in  type  were  notified,  as  against  152  in  1934  and 
222  in  1933.  There  were  107  deaths  due  to  this  cause  as  against  105  in  1934, 
134  in  1933,  and  134  in  1932,  a  death  rate  of  1  01  per  1,000  as  against  0  99 
in  1934,  1-27  in  1933  and  F03  in  1932. 

There  were  16  deaths  from  Influenza.  Of  the  deaths  from  Pneumonia 
35  were  in  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  and  34  in  persons  over  the  age 
of  45  years. 

Enteric  Fever. — No  cases  v/ere  notified,  but  we  are  credited  with 
one  death  due  to  this  disease,  that  of  an  illegitimate  infant,  three  weeks  of 
age,  born  and  dying  in  an  institution  outside  the  borough,  the  cause  of 
death  being  stated  as  meningitis  due  to  the  bacillus  typhosus. 

Measies.-^-561  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  first  quarter 
from  the  schools,  657  in  the  second  quarter,  79  in  the  third  quarter,  and  1 
in  the  fourth  quarter,  a  total  of  1 ,298  cases. 

There  were  1 4  deaths  from  Measles  during  the  year. 

Mumps. — 34  cases  of  Mumps  were  notified  from  the  Schools  during 
the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  —54  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  from 
the  schools  during  the  year,  against  1 98  cases  notified  in  1 934. 

There  were  6  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  during  the  year,  all 
being  in  children  under  the  age  of  5  years. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. 

On  I  st  April,  1 934,  the  Manor  Hospital  became  legally  separated  from 
the  Public  Assistance  Institution,  and  since  that  time  has  been  administered 
under  the  Public  Assistance  Order  by  a  sub-committee  consisting  of  members 
of  the  Health,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittees. 

At  their  monthly  meeting  held  on  9th  March,  1 936,  the  Council  passed 
a  resolution  approving  of  the  appropriation  of  the  Hospital  by  the  Health 
Committee  under  Section  131  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  as  from  1st 
April,  1936. 


Until  such  time  as  a  new  Public  Assistance  Institution  is  provided, 
various  ancillary  services  common  to  both  hospital  and  institution  will 
continue,  as  heretofore,  to  be  provided  by  the  institution.  As  a  new  Public 
Assistance  Institution  is  likely  to  be  provided  within  the  next  few  years 
there  is  no  intention,  at  the  present  time,  of  providing  a  separate  kitchen, 
laundry  or  storerooms.  The  Health  Committee,  however,  reserve  to  them¬ 
selves  all  questions  of  policy  affecting  the  Hospital  with  the  power  of  appoint¬ 
ment  of  representatives  on  any  Committees  dealing  with  contracts  for 
supplies. 

The  following  is  the  report  upon  the  work  of  the  Hospital  for  the  year 
1935,  submitted  by  Dr.  E.  S.  Clayton,  the  Medical  Superintendent: — 


“The  increase  in  work  reported  each  year  for  the  past  few  years  has 
continued,  and  the  rate  of  increase  has  been,  in  fact,  greater  for  the  year 

1 935 : — 


1 928  ..  980  Admissions. 

1931  ..  2,402 

1933  ..  3,023 

1934  ..  3,224 

1935  ..  3,833 


This  increase  is  more  difficult  to  explain  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  third 
of  our  scope  has  been  taken  away  and  no  admissions  have  been  made  except 
from  residents  of  the  Borough  of  Walsall,  County  patients  having  been 
accommodated  elsewhere. 
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The  pressing  need  for  Maternity  accommodation  has  not  yet  been 
relieved,  though  one  hundred  more  confinements  took  place  this  year  than 
last. 


The  accommodation  for  children  has  again  been  overtaxed.  The 
i  number  of  beds  which  are  out  of  commission  for  general  use  owing  to  their 
i  occupation  by  children  suffering  from  acute  rheumatism  and  rheumatic 
heart  conditions,  would  justify  the  provision  of  a  rheumatic  ward  on  the 
lines  of  many  other  towns. 

I  must  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  number  of  casualty 


and  out-patient  dressings  which  are  now  being  done.  This  type  of  work 

has  been  increasing  for  several  years,  and  for  the  past  few  months, 
out-patient  dressings  are  being  done  monthly. 

1,000 

Statistics  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1935. 

Total  Admissions 

3,833 

Patients  in  Hospital,  1  st  January,  1 935 

207 

4,030 

Accommodation. 

M  C  FI  ••  •  •  9  b  b  9  b  ®  •  o  eb  •  '» 

124 

omen  « »  •  •  » *  •  •  •  *  * »  •»  •  •  •• 

97 

Children  %  •  • »  • «  •  *  ••  •  •  *  •  •  • 

40 

261 


Average  number  of  beds 
Highest  number  of  beds 
Lowest  number  of  beds  ■ 
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occupied 

occupied 
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282  on  4th  April. 

1 90  on  25th  December. 

Surgical  Department. 

General  Operations 

•  •  9  0 

»  e  09  90  *  • 

1,155 

Dental  Operations 

9  0  9  0 

90  9®  90  99 
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Maternity  Department. 

Births 
Still  Births 
Doctor  present  at 
Forceps 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Infection 
Deaths 


Massage  &  Electrical  Department. 

Treatments  given: — 

Massage 
Electrical 
Radiant  Heat 
Ultra  Violet  Light 


297 

19 

92  deliveries 
7 

4  (1)  Heart  Disease. 

(2)  Bronchiectasis. 

(3)  Femoral  Embolus. 

(4)  Post  Partum  Eclampsia. 


4,319 

960 

2,014 

2,007 


9,300 

X-Ray  Department. 

Number  of  Films  taken  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  2,460 

Number  of  Screen  Examinations  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  312 


The  Pathological  and  Biochemical  work  has  been  done  at  Birmingham 
University  and  the  Birmingham  Childrens’  Hospital. 

Deaths  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  418 


MEDICAL  RELIEF  AND  VACCINATION  DISTRICTS. 

The  Borough  is  divided  into  four  districts  for  the  purpose  of  Medical 
Relief  and  Vaccination,  each  District  being  in  charge  of  private  medical 
practitioners  appointed  for  this  work. 


The  following  are  the  Districts : — 


District. 

Medical  Relief 

Vaccination. 

No.  1 — Bloxwich,  Leamore  and 
Harden  Wards 

Dr.  C.  J.  Lewis. 

Dr.  M.  B.  Baines. 

No.  2 — Birchills  and  Pleck  Wards 

Dr.  G.  W.  J.  Baker. 

Dr.  G.  W.  J.  Baker. 

No.  3 — Hatherton  and  Paddock 
Wards 

Dr.  J.  F.  O’Meara. 

Dr.  J.  F.  O’Meara. 

No.  4 — Bodge,  Caldmore  and 
Palfrey  Wards 

Dr.  D.  A.  Llewellyn 

Dr.  R.  U.  Gillan. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

This  work  is  undertaken  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  under  an 
agreement  with  the  Town  Council.  Dr.  A.  M.  Stuart,  who  has  been 
:  Venereal  Diseases  Officer  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme,  resigned  his 
i  appointment  on  30th  January,  1935.  After  prolonged  negotiations  between 
i  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Hospital, 
i  Dr.  B.  C.  Tate  was  appointed  his  successor  on  31st  October,  1935. 

Evening  Clinics  for  Males  are  held  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  and 
Afternoon  Clinics  for  Females  on  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  weekly. 
Provision  is  made  for  cases  to  remain  in  the  Hospital  over-night,  if  necessary, 
after  injections. 

Facilities  are  afforded  for  irrigation  of  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  daily.  A  male 
and  female  nurse  are  engaged  for  this  purpose. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  154  cases  were  under  treatment,  12  old 
cases  returned  for  treatment  during  the  year,  124  cases  attended  for  the 
first  time,  and  21  were  transferred  from  other  centres. 

Of  the  new  cases,  86  (or  69%)  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  from 
Venereal  Disease,  38  were  found  not  to  have  Venereal  Disease. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  was  6,471  (3,400  for  examination  by 
the  Medical  Officer,  and  3,071  for  irrigation,  dressings,  etc.)  The  total 
attendances  show  a  decrease  of  487  over  the  previous  year. 

Examinations  of  specimens  for  Gonococci  are  undertaken  by  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Officer.  Other  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
Birmingham  University. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  women  and  girls  suffering  from 
venereal  diseases  in  the  Borough  can  be  received  into  the  Cleveland  House, 
Wolverhampton,  for  treatment. 

These  cases  arise  generally  in  connection  with  rescue  work;  cases  at  the 
Walsall  General  Hospital  requiring  a  lengthy  in-patient  stay  may  also  be 
transferred  to  Cleveland  House. 

The  arrangement  provides  the  requisite  treatment  and  nursing,  and  it 
lincludes  expectant  mothers  and  lying-in  cases. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  during 
fhe  year  1935, 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  WORK  OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC  DURING  THE  YEAR  1935. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

THE  AREA 

WATER. 

No  extensions  have  been  made  of  Public  water  supplies  during  the 
year,  other  than  to  new  Housing  areas,  the  supplies  have  been  sufficient  and 
satisfactory.  There  are  32  houses  in  the  Borough  dependent  on  wells  or 
springs  for  their  water  supply. 

The  Public  Water  Supply  has  been  analysed,  the  reports  were  as 


follows,  viz.  r — 

Sample 

No,  68. 

Sample 

No.  71. 

Organisms  per  c.c.  at  37°C. 

1 

5 

Organisms  per  c.c.  at  20°C. 

3 

8 

Organisms  indicative  of  sewage  ) 

Absent  from 

Absent  from 

contamination  .  .  J 

100  c.c. 

100  c.c. 

Water  samples  from  5  wells  were  examined,  and  2  of  these  waters 
were  satisfactory.  In  the  remaining  3  cases,  the  well  waters  were  unsatis¬ 
factory,  and  the  users  were  advised  to  boil  all  water  before  use,  it  being 
impracticable,  owing  to  the  distance  from  the  mains,  to  obtain  a  piped  supply 
of  water. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Mr.  John  Taylor,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  supplied  the 
following  report  re  Drainage  and  Sewerage,  Rivers  and  Streams,  and  Public 
Cleansing. 

(a)  Goscote  Joint  Sewage  Works. 

These  Joint  Sewage  Works,  which  deal  with  approximately  600  acres  in 
the  area  of  the  County  Borough  and  also  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
Aldridge  Urban  District  Council,  are  now  practically  complete,  with  the 
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exception  of  Rushall  Pumping  Station.  The  main  portion  of  the  Works 
was  brought  into  operation  on  5th  November,  1935,  and  it  is  expected  that 
they  will  be  fully  completed  about  June  next. 


(b)  COALPOOL  AND  HARDEN  DRAINAGE. 

The  sewers  laid  in  connection  with  the  above  scheme  for  draining  the 
area  to  the  new  Goscote  Joinr  Sewage  Works  and  the  Rushall  Pumping 
Station,  included  therein,  have  now  been  completed. 


(c)  South-Eastern  Main  Drainage. 

The  new  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  the  south-eastern  portion  of  the 
Borough,  necessitated  by  reason  of  the  development  of  this  district,  is  at 
present  under  consideration. 


(d)  Bescot  Sewage  Works. 

A  scheme  for  the  extension  of  the  above  Works  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£51,0C0  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


An  enquiry  has  been  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  put  the  works  in  hand  during  1936. 

The  constructional  work  includes  1 1  new  bacteria  beds,  new  humus 
tanks,  tanks  for  sludge  digestion,  increased  pumping  equipment  and 
incidental  works. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  purity  of  the  Walsall  drainage  of  the  River  dame  at  Bescot  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  very  satisfactory,  the  discharge  of  all  objectionable  trade  effluents 
into  the  streams  having  been  eliminated. 


The  Technical  Advisor  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  River  Pollution, 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  reported  as  follows: — 


“One  bright  spot  stands  out  in  the  September  surveys,  and  that  is  the 
clean  appearance  of  the  Walsall  tributary.  This  reflects  great  credit 
on  the  Walsall  Authorities.  So  many  Authorities  are  but  mildly 
interested  m  the  pollution  question  that  Walsall’s  good  work  stands 
out  as  a  fitting  example  of  the  possibilities  of  purification.” 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  Public  Cleansing  services,  which  include  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  house  refuse  and  the  scavenging  of  the  streets,  gully  emptying  and  street 
watering,  have  continued  to  receive  concentrated  attention  this  year. 

The  replacement  of  hired  un-hygienic  horse-drawn  vehicles  by  low- 
loading,  dustless  mechanical  vehicles  has  proceeded  apace,  and  practically 
the  whole  of  the  refuse  from  the  ashbins  of  the  Borough  is  being  collected 
by  the  latter  means. 

Particular  attention  continues  to  be  given  to  refuse  disposal  by  controlled 
tipping,  which,  on  all  the  tips  of  the  Department,  is  carried  out  in  strict 
confirmation  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  precautions  for  this  method  of  disposal. 

During  the  year,  the  “gang”  method  of  street  sweeping,  viz.: — with 
horse,  cart,  and  two  labourers,  has  been  superseded  by  the  “beat”  method. 
The  Borough  has  been  divided  into  districts  and  men  in  uniform  with 
handcarts  are  made  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  their  respective  districts ; 
thus  the  street  refuse  is  immediately  placed  in  the  handcart  and  is  not  left 
to  the  vagaries  of  wind  and  weather  before  being  collected  by  a  horse  and 
cart. 

A  partial  replacement  of  the  old  wire  type  of  litter  bins  by  a  closed  type 
has  been  made,  and  the  extension  of  litter  bins  throughout  the  Borough  is 
being  proceeded  with. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  are  no  closets  of  the  privy  or  pail  type  in  any  populous  or  closely- 
built  centre.  The  number  of  closets  approximates  to  25,666  water  closets 
of  modern  type,  each  fitted  with  a  flushing  cistern,  754  water  closets  not 
having  a  flushing  cistern,  these  being  at  present  hand-flushed  by  bucket, 
37  waste  water  closets,  78  pail  closets,  and  254  privies. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  closets  have  been  provided  with  flush  tanks 
and  water  service  during  the  year.  The  privies  and  pail  closets  are  in  use 
at  houses  not  having  a  drainage  system  to  sewer,  their  conversion  to  water 
closet  type  will  be  effected  when  efficient  sewers  are  provided. 
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Additional  Water  Closets. 

Seventy-four  additional  water  closets  have  been  provided,  viz.: — 18  to 
furnish  indoor  accommodation,  2  at  offices,  12  to  augment  existing  accom¬ 
modation  at  houses  where  there  was  not  one  closet  for  each  house,  6  to  make 
accommodation  at  factories  or  workshops  sufficient,  and  36  water  closets  to 
replace  demolished  water  closets. 

ASHPITS  AND  ASHBINS. 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  ashbins  have  been  provided,  replacing 
93  ashpits,  while  367  new  bins  have  replaced  worn  out  bins,  or  unsuitable 
receptacles. 

For  the  whole  Borough  there  are  approximately  27,500  ashbins  and 
191  ashpits. 

The  Health  Committee  have  repaid  to  owners  one  half  of  the  reasonable 
cost  in  respect  to  46  ashpits  which  were  converted  into  receptacles  in  which 
the  ashbins  could  be  placed,  the  average  amount  paid  was  6s.  9'7d.  per 
conversion.  One  thousand,  six  hundred  ashpits  have  now  been  converted 
in  this  way. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 


House  Inspections 

•  • 

1,008 

House  Re-inspections 

2,996 

Re-inspections  in  Insanitary  Areas 

4,346 

District  Inspections 

4,437 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

264 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

7 

Schools  re  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Conveniences 

27 

Workshops  (not  including  Bakehouses)  .  . 

480 

Factories 

134 

Homes  of  Outworkers 

87 

Theatres  and  Music  Halls 

39 

Rat  Destruction 

322 

Drain  Tests 

146 

Complaints 

1,934 

Re-inspections  of  Work  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances,  etc 

6,566 

Smoke  Observations 

57 

Canal  Boats 

26 

Slaughterhouses 

4,864 

Pig  Killing  on  Private  Premises  . . 

2 

Butchers’  Shops 

904 

Markets 

558 

Dairies 

438 

Bakehouses 

277 

Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Fish  Yards 

173 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers  &  Vendors 

185 

Foodshops 

273 

Samples,  Drinking  Water 

7 

Samples,  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act, 

1 928,  for  analysis  . . 

239 

Samples,  Milk  for  Bacteria  Count 

72 

Samples,  Milk  tested  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

22 

Samples,  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

5 

Infected  Houses 

1,179 

Fumigations  after  notifiable  disease 

54 

Sundry 

272 

Total  Visits  and  Inspections 

.  •  •  •  •  • 

32,400 
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2.  The  Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Year. 


Informal 

..  1,265 

Statutory 

•  •  •  •  ••  ••  ••  ••  •  •  ••  •  * 

455 

3. 

Result  of  Services  of  such  Notices. 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated 

K) 

Uj 

CO 

^Notices  not 

complied  with 

865 

*  The  majority  are  informal  notices. 


DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  DISCOVERED  AND  ACTION 

TAKEN  THEREON. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty  houses  were  reported  for  repairs,  679  water 
closets  or  ashpits  were  found  to  be  insufficient,  477  nuisances  due  to  foul 
or  defective  drains,  sinks,  water  closets,  ashpits,  etc.,  were  recorded.  74% 
of  these  cases  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  on  informal  action  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  in  26%  Statutory  notices  were  issued.  In  no  case  was  it 
necessary  to  institute  summary  proceedings.  Two  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty-five  houses  have  been  improved  in  the  year. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

Section  10. — Provisions  as  to  Ventilation,  Temperature  and  Sanitary 

Arrangements. 

Where  shops  have  been  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  breaches 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1 934,  detected,  action  has  been  instituted  for  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Owing  to  extreme  pressure  of  Housing  and  other  duties,  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  conduct  a  systematic  inspection  of  shops. 


SWIMMING  BATHS. 


, 

Public. — There  are  five  public  swimming  baths  in  Walsall,  three  of 
which  are  enclosed,  and  the  other  two  open-air.  Mr.  J.  Wearing,  Baths 
i  Superintendent,  has  submitted  the  following  observations  on  the  above: 

A  Filtration  and  Sterilization  Plant  is  installed  at  each  of  the  establish¬ 
ments,  which  ensures  clean,  aerated  and  hygienic  water  at  all  times. 
A  test  is  taken  of  the  water  three  times  daily,  and  a  complete  change  is 
made  through  the  Filtration  Plant  by  the  water  passing  through  the 
filters  three  times  daily,  each  turnover  taking  four  hours. 

PRIVATE. — -There  is  one  private  swimming  bath  of  the  open  type  in  the 
Borough,  with  accommodation  for  approximately  fifty  bathers.  The  bath 
is  of  white  glazed  tiles,  and  is  thoroughly  cleansed  before  water  is  run  in 
from  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  mams.  The  emptying  of  the 
bath,  followed  by  a  complete  change  of  water,  is  effected  every  two  or 
three  weeks  as  circumstances  demand,  this  being  apart  from  the  addition 
of  1,000  gallons  of  fresh  water  per  day.  The  water  is  continually  being 
fed  into  a  boiler,  heated  to  about  100°C.  and  returned  to  the  bath.  In 
addition,  chlorination  is  carried  out  by  the  addition  of  quantities  of  hypo- 
chlorate  of  soda. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Fifty-seven  observations  of  industrial  chimneys  were  made.  Smoke 
in  such  quantity  as  to  be  a  nuisance  was  detected  on  eleven  occasions  in 
connection  with  eight  chimneys.  Observations  over  a  period  of  five  months 
resulted  in  the  detection  of  three  smoke  nuisances  from  one  chimney  and 
two  from  another.  The  firms  concerned  were  given  notice,  and  no  nuisance 
has  since  been  reported.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  issue  a  statutory 
;  notice. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  rain  water 
collected  by  a  glass  deposit  gauge,  which  is  fixed  in  the  grounds  of  the 
i  Goscote  Isolation  Hospital. 
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1934. 

Rainfall 

Inches. 

Solids  collected,  tons  per  Square  Mile. 

Total  Insoluble. 

Total  Soluble. 

Total  Solids. 

January 

7591 

1*99 

2*98 

4*97 

February 

1*6158 

3*65 

2*95 

6*60 

March  . . 

*7362 

3*98 

4*97 

8*95 

April  . . 

2*9212 

4*14 

5*60 

9*74 

May 

*8201 

*66 

•99 

1*65 

June 

1*6913 

3*32 

4*54 

7*86 

July  . .  . . 

•2770 

*66 

1*89 

2*55 

August 

2*6923 

1*82 

3*27 

5*09 

September 

2*9748 

17*75 

5*30 

23*05 

October 

3*2256 

10*28 

5*97 

16*25 

November 

4*7283 

7*63 

8*13 

15*76 

December 

2*7283 

4*97 

6*97 

11*94 

Year 

25*1700 

60*85 

53*56 

114*41 

Average  Monthly  Rainfall  . .  . .  2*0975  inches. 

Average  Monthly  Deposit  per  Square  Mile  9  534  tons. 


SPECIAL  CLASSES  OF  PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS 
SUBJECT  TO  CONTROL  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Cow  Sheds  j 

Dairies  j  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  162 

Milk  Shops  . 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  55 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  41 

Slaughter-houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Fish-friers’  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  98 

Fishmongers’  Shops  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Butchers’  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  132 

Ice-cream  Makers  and  Vendors  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  133 

Grocers’  Shops  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  401 

Bakers’ and  Confectioners’ Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  170 

Greengrocers’  and  Fruiterers’  Shops  . .  . .  . .  .  .  133 

Hotels,  Restaurants,  etc.  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Small  General  Shops  selling  foodstuffs  .  .  . .  . .  . .  247 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  5 
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Houses-let-in-Lodgings 

Workshops 

Out-Workers’  Premises 
Other  Offensive  Tracies 


17 

248 

37 

3 


Total  1 ,959 


HOUSES-LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  17  houses  in  the  Borough  of  Walsall 
which  are  let  in  lodgings. 

The  number  of  families  in  these  houses  ranges  from  2  to  12  families. 

The  total  number  of  rooms  in  the  17  houses  is  141,  of  which  18  rooms 
are  used  as  living  rooms,  32  as  sleeping  rooms,  73  as  combined  rooms,  i.e., 
used  for  living  and  sleeping  purposes,  and  1 8  rooms  not  in  use. 

The  total  number  of  families  so  housed  is  94,  and  their  rents  vary  from 
4/-  to  10/-  per  week  for  I  or  2  rooms  only.  This  rent  includes,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  a  meagre  amount  of  furniture,  consisting  of  a  bed  with 
bed  clothes,  table,  and  several  chairs. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  is  pending  with  respect  to  many 
of  these  houses. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  5  Common  Lodging  Houses ;  the  enforcement  of  bye-laws 
is  discharged  by  the  Police. 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS. 

The  provisions  of  Section  106  of  the  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1930, 
have  been  well  observed.  Of  53  van  dwellers  found  in  outlying  parts  of  the 
Borough,  17  were  served  with  notices  under  the  above  Section,  but  their 
stay  was  of  short  duration,  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute 
summary  proceedings. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  98  fish-fryers,  two  rag  and  bone  dealers,  and  one  hide  and 
skin  depot.  These  premises  are  regularly  visited,  no  summary  proceedings 
have  been  called  for  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
January,  1934,  and  slaughtermen’s  licences  expired  on  the  31st  May,  1935. 
Of  105  slaughtermen  originally  licensed,  94  applied  for  renewal  of  licences. 
These  were  granted  by  the  Health  Committee  on  the  20th  May,  1935,  and 
expire  on  the  30th  April,  1938. 

♦ 

During  1935,  licences  were  granted  to  10  slaughtermen,  these  also 
expiring  on  the  30th  April,  1938.  There  are  now  104  licensed  slaughtermen 
in  the  Borough. 

Two  persons  have  been  cautioned  with  respect  to  contraventions  of 
Section  1  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1 933,  which  states : — 

“Every  animal  shall  be  instantaneously  slaughtered  or  shall  by  stunning 
be  instantaneously  rendered  insensible  to  pain  until  death  supervenes, 
and  such  slaughtering  or  stunning  shall  be  effected  by  means  of  a 
mechanically-operated  instrument  in  proper  repair.’ 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  Health  Committee  on  2nd  May,  1935,  visited  slaughterhouses  in 
use  in  the  Borough,  and  on  the  20th  May  renewed  the  licences  of  1 8  slaughter¬ 
houses. 

There  were  24  slaughterhouses  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  follows : — 

Dec.,  1933.  Dec.,  1934.  Dec.,  1935. 

6  6  6 

18  18  18 


Registered 

Licensed 


Total  . . 


24 


24 


24 
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UNDERGROUND  SLEEPING  ROOMS. 


There  is  not  to  my  knowledge  any  house  m  the  Borough  in  which  an 
underground  room  is  in  use  as  a  sleeping  apartment. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  AND  1928. 


No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  Acts. 

SCHOOLS 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  as  presented  to  the 
Education  Committee  contains  all  matters  in  relation  to  Schools. 


LOCAL  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  &c.,  RELATING  TO 

PUBLIC  HEALTH, 

IN  FORCE  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 
Local  Acts. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1890. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1914. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1925. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1930. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  Public  Health  Act  Amendments  Act,  1890,  Part  III. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  secs.  34,  35, 
37,44,45,46,50,51. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Part  II.  [less  Secs.  13,  17,  18,  19, 
20],  Part  III.  [less  Sec.  39]  Parts  IV,  V.). 


Bye-Laws. 


Slaughter-  houses  . 
Houses-let-in-Lodgings. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 
New  Streets  and  Buildings, 
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REPORT  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces 
and  Homework 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices 

Prosecutions 

f  actories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

134 

35 

— 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

480 

20 

— 

Total 

614 

55 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defe 

“CtS. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts* — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

20 

20 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

21 

21 

— 

— 

1  insufficient 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation  -!  unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

8 

— 

— 

1  not  separate  for  sexes .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  f  actory  and  Workshops  Acts — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

(S.101)  . 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921)  . . 

Total  . . 

55 

55 

— 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901  I 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


47 


DISSEMINATION  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  addresses  were  delivered  to  various  clubs 
and  societies  by  members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department,  the 
following  being  the  more  important. 


Date.  Subject. 

Guild  or  Club. 

Speaker. 

13th  February,  “Healthy  Living.” 

1935. 

Hillary  Street  Infants’  School  Dr.  Clark. 
Parents’  Club. 

21st  March,  “Personal  Hygiene.” 

1935. 

St.  Peter’s  Parents’  & 
Teachers’  Association. 

Nurse  Betteridge. 

10th  April,  “Tuberculosis.” 

1935. 

College  of  Nursing, 

Walsall  Branch. 

Dr.  Kelly. 

24th  September,  “100  Years  of  Public  Health 
1935.  Work.” 

Edward  Shelley  Central 
School. 

Mr.  Stansbury. 

25th  September,  “Public  Health  Work.” 

1935. 

Chuckery  Senior  Boys’ 
School. 

Dr.  Clark. 

27th  September,  “War  on  Disease.” 

1935. 

Palfrey  Senior  Boys’ 

School. 

Mr.  Stansbury. 

14th  October,  “Protection  of  Mother- 

1935.  hood.” 

Mount  Catholic  Women’s 
Guild. 

Dr.  Clark. 

18th  October,  “Doctors  &  Diets.” 

1935. 

Co-operative  Men’s  Guild. 

Dr.  Clark. 

30th  October,  “Infectious  Disease.” 

1935. 

College  of  Nursing, 

Walsall  Branch. 

Dr.  Welton. 

6th  November,  “100  Years  of  Public  Health 
1935.  Work.” 

Bloxwich  Evening  Institute. 

Mr.  Stansbury. 

4th  December,  “Protection  of  Mother- 
1935.  hood.” 

Palfrey  Co-operative 
Women’s  Guild. 

Dr.  Clark. 

12th  December.  “Infectious  Disease.” 

1935. 

St.  Peter’s  Parents’  & 
Teachers’  Association. 

Dr.  Clark. 

48 


HOUSING 

The  following  section  details  the  action  taken  during  the  year  under 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1935. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5,445 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  19,353 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1 925  1 ,008 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  . .  8,350 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  435 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  808 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  •  .  . .  .  •  . .  . .  .  .  . .  537 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  .  .  . .  . .  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . .  . .  Nil. 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  . .  118 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — • 

(a)  by  Owners  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  75 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . .  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 9  and  2 1  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 930 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . ,  . .  65 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ..  ..  ..  ..  141 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 930 — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  . .  17 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . .  . .  14 

CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

Clearance  Areas  Represented  in  1935. 


During  the  year  22  Clearance  Areas  were  represented  containing 
333  houses,  occupied  by  1 ,494  persons ;  these  were  dealt  with  by  the  making 
of  the  following  orders,  viz. : 


Description.  Acreage. 

Acres.  Sq.  yards. 

No.  of  houses.  No.  of  persons. 

(1) 

The  Walsall  (Green  Lane,  Birchills) 
Clearance  Order,  1 935 

—  2,882 

12 

56 

(2) 

The  Walsall  (Blue  Lane  West) 
Clearance  Order,  1 935 

—  710 

8 

24 

50 


Description. 

Acreage. 

Acres.  Sq.  yards. 

No.  of  houses. 

No.  of  persons. 

(3)  The  Walsall  (Bentley  Lane  and 
Reedswood  Road)  Clearance  Order, 
1935  . 

-  1,070 

7 

35 

(4)  The  Walsall  (Dudley’s  Field,  Blox- 
wich)  Clearance  Order,  1 935 

-  6,117 

5 

19 

(5)  The  Walsall  (Elmore  Green  Road 
No.  1)  Clearance  Order,  1935 

—  1,060 

7 

31 

(6)  The  Walsall  (Elmore  Green  Road 
No.  2)  Clearance  Order,  1 935 

-  1,470 

5 

24 

(7)  The  Walsall  (Field  Road,  Bloxwich) 
Clearance  Order,  1 935 

—  580 

4 

11 

(8)  The  Walsall  (Stafford  Street  and 
Ryecroft  Park)  Clearance  Order, 

1935 

-  1,122 

10 

44 

(9)  The  Walsall  (Bath  Street)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1 935  . . 

—  1,624 

20 

78 

(10)  The  Walsall  (Sandwell  Street  and 
Windmill  Street)  Clearance  Order, 
1935  . 

-  629 

9 

34 

(31)  The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  and 
Stafford  Street)  Clearance  Order, 
1935  ...  . 

-  1,026 

14 

48 

(12)  The  Walsall  (Pool  Street  and  Box 
Street)  Clearance  Order,  1 935 

-  1,395 

13 

46 

(13)  The  Walsall  (Red  Lion  Street) 
Clearance  Order,  1935 

-  4,580 

58 

275 

(14)  The  Walsall  (Bank  Street  No.  1) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1935 

-  4,157 

33 

143 

(15)  The  Walsall  (Bank  Street  No.  2) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1935 

—  461 

4 

16 

(16)  The  Walsall  (Upper  Rushall  Street) 
Clearance  Order,  1 935 

—  1,011 

7 

62 
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Description.  Acreage. 

Acres.  Sq.  Yds. 

No.  of  houses. 

No.  of  persons. 

(17)  The  Walsall  (Ablewell  Street  No.  1) 
Clearance  Order,  1 935  . .  . .  — 

224 

4 

10 

(18)  The  Walsall  (Ablewell  Street  No.  2) 
Clearance  Order,  1935  ..  ..  — 

2,104 

12 

68 

(19)  The  Walsall  (Hill  Street)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1935  . .  1 

4,628 

77 

372 

(20)  The  Walsall  (Temple  Street)  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Order,  1 935  . .  — 

1,220 

14 

50 

(21)  The  Walsall  (New  Street  and 
Temple  Street)  Compulsory  Pur¬ 
chase  Order,  1 935  . .  . .  . .  — 

495 

3 

13 

(22)  The  Walsall  (Cowley’s  Yard,  Bir¬ 
mingham  Street)  Clearance  Order, 

1935  . - 

463 

7 

35 

An  Inquiry  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  held  during 
the  year,  viz. : — 

On  the  23rd  July,  1935,  in  respect  of  12  Orders,  viz. : — 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11  and  12,  by  H.  H.  Jewell,  Esq. 
Nos.  1 ,  2  and  3  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the 
5th  September,  1935. 

Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11  and  12  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  on  the  14th  October,  1935,  in  the  case  of  Nos.  1 1  and  12 
with  slight  modifications. 

With  respect  to  Nos.  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,21  and  22,  an  Inquiry 
by  J.  Bentley,  Esq.,  was  held  on  the  18th  February,  1936.  At  the  time  of 
going  to  press  confirmation  of  the  Orders  had  not  been  received. 

CLOSING  ORDERS  ON  PARTS  OF  A  BUILDING. 

In  17  cases  Closing  Orders  were  made  on  parts  of  a  building,  each  part 
comprising  a  dwelling  house.  In  14  cases,  viz. :  Nos.  42  and  rear  42,  New 
Street,  Bloxwich;  Nos.  22,  23,  rear  22,  rear  23,  Newhall  Street;  and  Nos 
53,  53a,  54,  54a,  55,  55a,  56,  56a,  Birchills  Street,  extensive  works  of  re- 
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conditioning  and  alterations  were  affected,  the  14  houses  which  were  of 
“back  to  back”  type  were  converted  into  seven  “through”  houses,  and  the 
houses  being  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  the  Closing  Orders  were 
determined. 


HOUSES  REPAIRED. 


Under  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  14  houses  were  repaired  and  made  fit 
for  human  habitation  by  the  owners  following  the  issue  of  notices. 


Fifteen  houses  were  repaired  throughout  by  the  owners  without  the 
issue  of  formal  notices. 


HOUSES  CLOSED  AND  DEMOLISHED. 
Housing  Acts,  1925  to  1935. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 


Situation. 

Date  of 

Demolition  Order. 

House  Closed. 

House 

Demolished. 

3  in 

1  Ct.,  Goodall  Street 

20th  June, 

1932 

24th  Aug., 

1932 

15th 

Mar., 

1935 

4, 

do. 

do. 

29th  Oct., 

1932 

do. 

2,  in 

2  Ct.,  Hill  Street 

20th  Feb., 

1933 

2nd  Mar., 

1933 

15th 

Feb., 

1935 

3, 

do. 

do. 

21st  Nov., 

1934 

do. 

38,  Brewer  Street 

20th  Mar. 

1933 

9th  Sept., 

1935 

28th 

Sept. 

1935 

2,  in 

5  Ct.,  Blue  Lane  East 

2nd  Aug., 

1933 

25th  Feb., 

1935 

27th 

Feb., 

1935 

32,  Shortacre  Street 

7  i 

25th  Sept., 

1933 

26th  June, 

1934 

15th 

Feb., 

1935 

33, 

do. 

do. 

7th  Feb., 

1935 

do. 

34, 

do. 

do. 

26th  June, 

1934 

do. 

35, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

266, 

Green  Lane 

do. 

7th  Feb., 

1935 

do. 

267, 

do. 

do. 

27th  Aug., 

1934 

do. 

1,  in 

7a  Ct.,  Green  Lane 

do. 

do. 

do. 

2, 

do. 

do. 

21st  Nov., 

1934 

do. 

3, 

do. 

do. 

29th  May, 

1934 

do. 

4, 

do. 

do. 

27th  June, 

1934 

do. 

House  back  22,  New  St.,  Walsall 

2nd  Aug., 

1933 

25th  Mar., 

1935 

31st 

Dec., 

1935 

1  back  22,  Newball  Street 

do. 

3rd  Oct., 

1934 

1st 

Feb., 

1935 

2,  in 

1^  Ct.,  Wolverhampton  St. 

16th  Oct., 

1933 

25th  Feb., 

1935 

26th 

April, 

1935 

3, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

4, 

do. 

do. 

10th  Jan., 

1934 

do. 

5, 

do. 

do. 

29th  Mar., 

1934 

do. 
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Situation. 

Date  of 

Demolition  Order. 

House  Closed. 

House 

Demolished. 

2,  Bath  Street 

2nd 

Aug., 

1933 

25th 

Mar., 

1935 

25th 

May, 

1935 

4, 

do. 

do. 

30th 

Dec., 

1933 

do. 

6, 

do. 

do. 

21st 

Aug., 

1934 

do. 

8, 

do. 

do. 

24th 

May, 

1935 

do. 

3,  in 

7  Ct.,  Green  Lane 

16th 

Oct., 

1933 

4th 

Feb., 

1935 

11th 

Feb., 

1935 

4, 

do. 

do. 

24th 

Sept., 

1934 

do. 

3,  in 

9  Ct.,  Green  Lane 

do. 

6th 

Feb., 

1935 

27th 

Feb., 

1935 

4, 

do. 

do. 

30th 

Aug., 

1934 

do. 

5, 

do. 

do. 

27th 

Sept., 

1934 

do. 

1,  Duncalfe  Street 

do. 

7th 

June, 

1935 

28th 

June, 

1935 

2, 

do. 

do. 

7th 

Feb., 

1935 

do. 

1,  back  61,  Wolverhampton  St. 

17th 

Dec., 

1934 

14th 

Oct., 

1935 

21st 

Dec., 

1935 

32,  Piniold,  Bloxwich 

19th 

Mar., 

1934 

20th 

Feb., 

1935 

629, 

Bloxwich  Road 

28th 

May, 

1934 

27th 

Aug., 

1934 

31st 

Dec., 

1935 

631, 

do. 

do. 

7th 

Dec., 

1934 

do. 

1,  back  631 ,  do. 

do. 

29th 

Sept., 

1934 

do. 

2, 

do. 

do. 

27th 

Aug. 

1934 

do. 

3, 

do. 

do. 

12th 

Mar., 

1935 

do. 

1,  in 

2  Ct.,  Wolverhampton  St. 

18th 

June, 

1934 

19th 

Mar., 

1935 

23rd 

May, 

1935 

2, 

do. 

do. 

25th 

Feb., 

1935 

do. 

3, 

do. 

do. 

24th 

Sept., 

1934 

do. 

4, 

do. 

do. 

29th 

Sept., 

1934 

do. 

5, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1,  in 

3  Ct.,  Wolverhampton  St. 

do. 

5th 

Mar., 

1935 

29th 

Mar., 

1935 

2, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

3, 

do. 

do. 

19th 

Mar., 

1935 

26th 

April, 

1935 

4, 

do. 

do. 

5th 

Mar., 

1935 

do. 

6, 

do. 

do. 

25th 

Mar., 

1935 

do. 

7, 

do. 

do. 

5th 

Mar., 

1935 

do. 

10, 

do. 

do. 

24th 

Sept., 

1934 

29th 

Mar., 

1935 

11, 

do. 

do. 

29th 

Sept., 

1934 

do. 

12, 

do. 

do. 

25th 

Feb., 

1935 

26th 

April, 

1935 

13, 

do. 

do. 

25th 

Mar., 

1935 

do. 

14, 

do. 

do. 

24th 

Sept., 

1934 

29th 

Mar., 

1935 

19,  Balls  Street 

do. 

15th 

Oct., 

1934 

1  ith 

May, 

1935 

20, 

do. 

do. 

18th 

Mar., 

1935 

do. 

21, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

24th 

April, 

1935 

22, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

23, 

do. 

• 

do. 

do. 

do. 

24, 

do. 

do. 

29th 

Sept., 

1934 

do. 

13,  Dudley’s  Field,  Bloxwich 

16th 

July, 

1934 

do. 

1  st 

May, 

1935 

15, 

do. 

do. 

11th 

Feb., 

1935 

do. 

115, 

Marlow  Street 

do. 

19th 

Mar., 

1935 

24th 

April, 

1935 

117, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
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Situation. 

Date  of 

Demolition  Order. 

House  Closed. 

House 

Demolished. 

1 19,  Marlow  Street 

16tb  July,  1934 

29th  Nov.,  1934 

24th  April,  1935 

121,  do. 

do. 

26th  Mar.,  1935 

do. 

1,  back  100  Tantarra  Street 

do. 

29th  Sept.,  1934 

do. 

2,  do. 

do. 

26th  Nov.,  1934 

do. 

4,  do. 

do. 

29th  Oct.,  1934 

do. 

5,  do. 

do. 

19th  Mar.,  1935 

do. 

3,  do. 

do. 

House  void 

do. 

1 ,  back  25  Alfred  Street,  Bloxwicb 

19tb  Nov.,  1934 

30th  April,  1935 

28th  June,  1935 

1 3,  Providence  Lane,  Leamore 

17th  Dec.,  1934 

5th  Aug.,  1935 

31st  Oct.,  1935 

3,  Duncalfe  Street 

18th  Oct.,  1934 

29th  Nov.,  1934 

28th  June,  1935 

1 ,  back  3,  do. 

do. 

19th  Mar.,  1935 

do. 

4,  Duncalfe  Street 

do. 

25th  Mar.,  1935 

do. 

5,  do. 

do. 

9th  Nov.,  1935 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

6,  do. 

do. 

8th  April,  1935 

do. 

7,  do. 

do. 

9th  Nov.,  1935 

do. 

8,  do. 

do. 

25th  Mar.,  1935 

28th  June,  1935 

9,  do. 

do. 

8th  April,  1935 

do. 

10,  do. 

do. 

30th  Mar.,  1935 

do. 

1  back  10,  do. 

do. 

25th  Mar.,  1935 

do. 

2  back  10,  do. 

do. 

19th  Mar.,  1935 

do. 

12  in  7  Ct.,  Wisemore 

do. 

18th  Nov.,  1935 

2,  Proffit  Street 

do. 

5th  Jan.,  1935 

12th  Jan.,  1935 

33,  Old  Birchills 

do. 

8th  April,  1935 

26th  April,  1935 

35,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

37,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1  back  1 1,  Croft  Street 

do. 

23rd  Mar.,  1935 

29th  May,  1935 

1,  Walhngton  Heath,  Bloxwich 

do. 

14th  Jan.,  1935 

7th  Feb.,  1935 

3,  Hatberton  Street 

do. 

19th  Mar.,  1935 

21st  Mar.,  1935 

4  back  3,  Hatherton .Street 

do. 

25th  Feb.,  1935 

do. 

1  back  2,  do. 

do. 

do. 

6th  Mar.,  1935 

2  back  2,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

3  back  2,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

4  back  2,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

96,  Cobden  Street 

30th  Jan.,  1935 

22nd  July,  1935 

98,  do. 

do. 

do. 

6  rear  338,  Green  Lane 

19th  Nov.,  1934 

27th  May,  1935 

19th  Aug.,  1935 

7,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

2  rear  63,  Field  Road,  Bloxwicb 

17th  Dec.,  1934 

10th  June,  1935 

28th  June,  1935 

1  rear  21,  Barracks  Yard, 

St.  Quentin  Street 

18th  Feb.,  1935 

22nd  July,  1935 

2,  do. 

do. 

8th  July,  1935 

3,  do. 

do. 

1 1  th  Nov.,  1935 

4,  do. 

do. 

2 1  st  Mar.,  1935 

6,  do. 

do. 

8th  July,  1935 
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Situation. 

Date  of 

Demolition  Order. 

House  Closed. 

House 

Demolished 

7,  rear  21,  Barracks  Yard, 

18th  Feb,  1935 

8th  July,  1935 

Rear  23,  St.  Quentin  Street 

17th  Dec.,  1934 

30th  Mar.,  1935 

23rd  Nov.,  1935 

“Blue  Pig,”  12,  Elmore  Row, 

Bloxwich 

30th  Jan.,  1935 

House  void 

28th  Sept.,  1935 

13,  do. 

do. 

24th  June,  1935 

do. 

31,  Upper  Green  Lane 

17th  Dec.,  1934 

do. 

31st  Dec.,  1935 

24,  High  Street,  Walsall 

do. 

1st  Aug.,  1935 

4th  Oct.,  1935 

38,  Wolverhampton  Street 

do. 

14th  Oct.,  1935 

21st  Dec.,  1935 

59,  do. 

do. 

29th  May,  1935 

do. 

60,  do. 

do. 

14th  Oct.,  1935 

do. 

61,  do. 

do. 

29th  June,  1935 

do. 

62,  do. 

do. 

House  void 

do. 

8,  Reedswood  Cottages 

30th  Jan.,  1935 

17th  June,  1935 

do. 

9,  do. 

do. 

3rd  June,  1935 

do. 

10,  do. 

do. 

9th  Sept.,  1935 

do. 

11,  do. 

do. 

17th  June,  1935 

do. 

12,  do. 

do. 

15th  July,  1935 

do. 

1,  Upper  Green  Lane 

do. 

17th  June,  1935 

13,  Peal  Street 

do. 

14th  Nov.,  1935 

17,  do. 

18th  Feb.,  1935 

12th  Feb.,  1935 

18,  do. 

do. 

do. 

20,  do. 

21st  Jan.,  1935 

22nd  April,  1935 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

21,  do. 

do. 

13th  May,  1935 

do. 

22,  do. 

do. 

22nd  April,  1935 

do. 

2  rear  3,  Balls  Hill 

18th  Mar.,  1935 

2nd  Sept.,  1935 

3,  do. 

do. 

do. 

658,  Bloxwich  Road 

do. 

10th  June,  1935 

28th  June,  1935 

660,  do. 

do. 

18th  May,  1935 

do. 

662,  do. 

do. 

10th  June,  1935 

do. 

House  rear  658,  Bloxwich  Road 

do. 

do. 

do. 

50,  Pool  Street 

do. 

29th  April,  1935 

22nd  May,  1 935 

51,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

52,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Rear  52,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

38,  Ryecroft  Street 

do. 

10th  June,  1935 

26th  Sept.,  1935 

39,  do. 

do. 

8th  July,  1935 

do. 

55,  Shortacre  Street 

do. 

28th  Oct.,  1935 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

56,  do. 

do. 

9th  Sept.,  1935 

19th  Aug.,  1935 

57,  do. 

do. 

House  void 

do. 

1  rear  82,  Park  Road,  Bloxwich 

do. 

3rd  June,  1935 

3  in  2  Ct.,  Ryecroft  Street 

15th  April,  1935 

10th  June,  1935 

23rd  Nov.,  1935 

4,  do. 

do. 

9th  Nov.,  1935 

do. 

3,  do. 

do. 

10th  June,  1935 

do. 

21,  Shortacre  Street 

do. 

29th  June,  1935 
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Situation. 

Date  of 

Demolition  Order. 

House  Closed. 

House 

Demolished. 

22,  Shortacre  Street 

15th  April,  1935 

9th  Nov.,  1935 

23,  do. 

do. 

29th  June,  1935 

23,  do. 

do. 

do. 

42,  do. 

do. 

14th  Oct.,  1935 

19th  Aug.,  1935 

43,  do. 

do. 

10th  June,  1935 

do. 

]  back  101,  Bentley  Lane 

20th  May,  1935 

21st  Oct.,  1935 

21st  Nov.,  1935 

22,  Oxford  Street 

15th  July,  1935 

28th  Oct.,  1935 

18th  Dec.,  1935 

22a,  do. 

do. 

11th  Nov.,  1935 

do. 

24,  do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Rear  1 13,  Church  Street,  Bloxwich 

do. 

do. 

2,  Cottage  Farm  Cottages, 

Skip  Lane 

23rd  Sept.,  1935 

9th  Dec.,  1935 

Globe  Cottage,  Darlaston  Road 

25th  Nov.,  1935 

23rd  Dec.,  1935 

GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


The  number  of  houses  closed  and  demolished  during  1935  by  Orders 
Under  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  is,  viz.: — 


Closed.  Demolished. 


Individual  Unfits 

165 

141 

The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.  1)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1 934 

57 

65 

n 

ii  (Wisemore  No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1 934 

10 

10 

ii 

n  (Wisemore)  Clearance  Order,  1934 

4 

6 

ii 

ii  (Dudley  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1 934 

12 

10 

ii 

ii  (Dudley  Street  and  New  Street)  Clearance 
Order,  1 934 

27 

25 

ii 

ii  (Bridgeman  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1934 

6 

6 

ii 

ii  (Shortacre  Street,  Green  Lane  and  Long- 
acre  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1 934 

42 

42 

57 


ti 

it 

1! 

ll 

II 


II 

II 

I) 

I) 

II 


II 


II 


II 


H 


II 

II 


II 

II 


The  Walsall  (Tudor  Place,  Bloxwich)  Clearance  Order 

1934 

(Little  London)  Clearance  Order,  1934 
(Butts  Road)  Clearance  Order,  1934 
(Green  Lane,  Birchills)  Clearance  Order 

1935  .. 

(Blue  Lane  West)  Clearance  Order,  1935 
(Bentley  Lane  and  Reedswood  Road) 
Clearance  Order,  1 935 
(Dudley’s  Field,  Bloxwich)  Clearance  Order, 
1935 

I  /  -v'  ••  ••  ••  •  •  •• 

(Elmore  Green  Road  No.  1)  Clearance 
Order,  1 935 

(Elmore  Green  Road  No.  2)  Clearance 
Order,  1 935 

(Field  Road,  Bloxwich)  Clearance  Order, 

1935 

i  /^'-/  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

(Stafford  Street  and  Ryecroft  Park)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1935  . 

(Bath  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1 935 
(Green  Lane  and  Stafford  Street)  Clearance 
Order,  1 935 


Closed.  Demolished 

4  4 

14  — 

9  9 

6  — 

6  — 

2  — 

1  — 

7  7 

1  - 

2  — 

6  - 

5  — 

3  - 


Totals  . .  389 


325 


Number  of  houses  for  which  official  representation  was  made: — 


(a)  As  Individual  Unfits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  102 

(b)  In  Clearance  Areas  » ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  333 


Total  . .  . .  .  .  435 


Number  of  demolition  orders  made  . .  . »  ...  . .  . .  65 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  on  parts  of  buildings  . .  . .  17 

Number  of  persons  displaced  from  “individual’’  unfit  houses  . .  809 
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Number  of  persons  displaced  from  Clearance  Areas : 
The  Walsall  (Wisemore  No.  1)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1934 

ii  ii  (Wisemore  No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1 934 

it  ii  (Wisemore)  Clearance  Order,  1934 

ii  ii  (Dudley  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1934  .  . 

ii  ii  (Dudley  Street  and  New  Street)  Clearance 

Order,  1 934 

n  ii  (Bridgeman  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1934 

ii  ii  (Shortacre  Street,  Green  Lane  and  Long- 

acre  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1 934 

ii  ii  (Tudor  Place,  Bloxwich)  Clearance  Order, 

1934 

■  / _ '  ■  *  »  ••  ••  ••  •• 

ii  M  (Little  London)  Clearance  Order,  1934  .  . 

n  ii  (Butts  Road)  Clearance  Order,  1934 

ii  ii  (Green  Lane,  Birchills)  Clearance  Order, 

1935 

B  /  S  S  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

ii  ii  (Blue  Lane  West)  Clearance  Order,  1935.  . 

ii  ii  (Bentley  Lane  and  Reedswood  Road)  Clear¬ 

ance  Order,  1 935 

ii  ii  (Dudley’s  Field,  Bloxwich)  Clearance  Order, 

1935 

*  /  v  s  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 


(Elmore  Green  Road  No.  1)  Clearance 
Order,  1935 

(Elmore  Green  Road  No.  2)  Clearance 
Order,  1 935 

(Field  Road,  Bloxwich)  Clearance  Order, 
1935  . 

(Stafford  Street  and  Ryecroft  Park)  Clear¬ 
ance  Order,  1 935 

(Bath  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1 935 

(Green  Lane  and  Stafford  Street)  Clearance 
Order,  1 935 


252 

44 

14 

63 

114 

27 


208 

14 

49 

39 

28 

21 

7 

1 

31 

7 

3 

23 

19 

11 


Total  number  of  persons  displaced  from  "unfit’  houses 


>  975 


..  1,784 


59 


PROGRESS  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1930. 

The  following  table  shows  the  progress  made  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1930,  from  the  commencement  of  work  under  the  Act  in  November,  1930, 
to  31st  December,  1933. 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

Totals. 

Houses  represented:— 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

2 

51 

63 

111 

159 

102 

488 

In  Clearance  Areas 

179 

— 

— 

— 

204 

333 

716 

Houses  closed: — 

Individual  unfit  houses 

— 

5 

47 

30 

160 

165 

407 

In  Clearance  Areas 

— 

— 

53 

81 

55 

224 

413 

Houses  Demolished: — - 

Individual  unfit  houses 

— 

2 

15 

32 

141 

141 

331 

In  Clearance  Areas 

— 

— 

— 

110 

58 

184 

352 

Demolition  Orders  made 

— 

44 

61 

105 

95 

65 

370 

Closing  Orders  made . . 

— 

— 

— 

5 

20 

17 

42 

Persons  displaced: — 

From  individual  unfit  houses  . . 

— 

31 

251 

182 

719 

809 

1,992 

From  Clearance  Areas  . . 

— 

— 

399 

403 

235 

975 

2,012 

FIVE  YEARS’  PROGRAMME  ENDING  1938. 

The  Five  Years’  Programme  prepared  in  1933  proposed  to  deal  with 

867  houses  (this  was  an  approximate  number  only).  By  September,  1935, 

868  houses  had  been  represented,  these  dealing  with  the  number  of  houses 
included  in  the  original  Five  Years’  Programme. 

A  Supplementary  Programme,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with 
2,058  houses,  has  been  prepared;  it  has  been  approved  by  the  Council, 
and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  is  hoped  to  deal  with  500  houses  per  annum  during  the  years  1936, 
1937,  1938,  and  1939.  This  will  tax  the  resources  of  the  department  and 
Will  impose  a  continuous  strain  on  the  normal  work  of  the  department. 
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HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  VOLUNTARILY. 

The  following  working  class  houses  were  demolished  voluntarily,  viz. ; — 
Ncs.  1 ,  2,  3,  4,  Mountrath  Street. 


HOUSING  INSPECTION  BY  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  made  outdoor  inspections  on 
different  dates,  and  visited  working  class  houses  dealt  with  under  the  1930 
Act,  situate  in  the  following  streets  and  places,  viz. : — 

Ablewell  Street;  Bank  Street;  Birchills  Street;  Birmingham  Street;: 
Bentley  Lane;  Bndgeman  Street;  Bullocks  Row;  Church  Street, 
Bloxwich;  Field  Road,  Bloxwich;  Goodall  Street;  Gortons  Yard, 
Hill  Street;  Hill  Street;  John  Street;  Little  Newport  Street;  New 
Street;  Newhall  Street;  Old  Fields,  Birchills;  Old  Pleck  Road; 
Oxford  Street;  Paddock  Lane;  Portland  Street;  Railway  Row,  Port¬ 
land  Street;  Red  Lion  Street;  Short  Acre  Street ;  Skip  Lane;  Temple 
Street;  Upper  Forster  Street,  and  Upper  Rushall  Street. 


OVERCROWDING. 

The  number  of  overcrowded  houses  under  notice  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  222,  or  one  less  than  at  the  end  of  1934;  130  cases  were  abated 
during  the  year.  These  cases  were  those  under  notice  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  91,  and  have 
no  relation  to  any  cases  of  overcrowding  under  the  Housing  Act,  1935. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1935. 

The  Housing  Act,  1935,  came  into  operation  during  the  year.  The  Ac*, 
contains  certain  amendments  with  relation  to  action  to  be  taken  for  the 
representation  of  Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses,  but  the 
mam  provisions  of  the  Act  are  in  connection  with  overcrowding. 
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The  overcrowding  section  of  the  Act  made  provision  for  the  survey  of 
the  whole  of  the  working  class  houses  in  the  local  authority’s  district  to 
ascertain  the  overcrowded  houses,  and  on  the  19th  November,  Circular  1507 
was  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  giving  particulars  as  to  the  dates 
fixed  by  him  under  Section  1  of  the  Act  with  respect  to  the  survey. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Circular: — 1 

1.  That  for  completing  the  inspection  of  the  working  class  houses  in 
the  district  of  the  local  authority  to  ascertain  the  overcrowded 
houses,  1st  April,  1936. 

2.  That  for  preparing  and  submitting  to  the  Minister  a  report  on  the 
inspection  showing  the  result  of  the  inspection  and  the  number  of 
new  houses  required  in  order  to  abate  overcrowding  in  the  district, 
1st  June,  1936. 

3.  That  for  the  preparing  and  submitting  to  the  Minister  proposals 
for  the  provision  of  the  new  houses  required  for  this  purpose, 
1st  August,  1936. 

The  Minister  asked  in  the  Circular  that  the  work  of  inspection  should 
begin  without  appreciable  delay, 

A  staff  of  enumerators  and  clerks  was  at  once  engaged,  and  the  work 
of  inspection  of  the  district  commenced  on  the  2nd  December,  1 935,  and  a 
report  on  the  inspection  will  be  submitted  to  the  Council  and  the  Ministry 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 


NEW  HOUSES, 

Mr.  John  Taylor,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  kindly  furnished 
the  following  information  as  to  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  1935,  viz. — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  )  . .  1214 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  503 

(n)  By  other  Local  Authorities  . .  . .  •  •  • .  Nil 

(in)  By  other  Bodies  and  Persons  . .  . .  . .  • .  711 
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(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  503 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  II  of  the  Act  of  1925  .  .  Nil 

(b)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  1 1 1  of  the  Act  of  1 925  83 

(c)  For  other  purposes  (1930  Act)  . .  .  .  .  .  420 

(n)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  “COUNCIL”  HOUSES. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Croasdale,  House  Manager,  has  kindly  submitted  the 
following  information  showing  the  number  of  Council  Houses  completed 
and  let  in  the  Borough  of  Walsall  under  the  various  schemes,  as  at  31st 
December,  1935. 


Parlour. 

Non-Parlour. 

Totals. 

Bedrooms. 

Bedrooms. 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Housing  Assisted  Scheme  (1919  Act) 

124 

— 

— 

180 

6 

— 

310 

1923/25  Act  . 

509 

50 

12 

3,607 

29 

— 

4,207 

u  1930  Act  . . 

— 

64 

— 

673 

69 

4 

810 

1 1  1 924  Act  (Economic  Rent) 

— 

— 

— 

76 

7 

— 

83 

Totals  . . 

633 

114 

12 

4,536 

111 

4 

5,410 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (CONSOLIDATION  ACT),  1915. 
Milk  Supplies,  Inspection  of  Milking  Cows. 


Mr.  A.  E.  Paley,  Veterinary  Inspector,  reports  after  his  half-yearly 
inspection  of  milking  cows,  the  following  being  extracts,  viz. : — 

“In  making  my  half-yearly  inspection  of  the  dairy  cows  in  the  Borough, 
I  found  they  numbered  355,  which  is  a  marked  increase  on  my  previous 
inspection,  and  62  calves,  which  is  a  slight  decrease.  I  found  the  cattle 
in  very  good  store  condition,  most  of  the  herds  were  well  groomed;  also 
the  condition  of  the  premises  was  satisfactory  m  the  mam,  the  exception 
being  at  one  farm  where  the  byre  should  have  increased  light,  improved 
channelling  and  water  supply.  1  had  occasion  to  have  one  cow  slaughtered, 
which  was  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  the  carcase  was  destroyed.  I 
found  another  cow  wTose  udder  was  not  to  my  satisfaction,  so  1  took  a 
sample  of  her  milk,  which  has  since  been  tested  and  found  to  contain  tubercle 
bacilli.  This  cow  has  been  slaughtered.” 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  visit  all  cowsheds  and  dairies  several  times 
yearly  for  ascertaining  if  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 
1926,  are  being  observed;  the  cowsheds  are  lime  washed  twice  during  the 
year. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 


During  the  year  under  review  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Stafford,  reported  that  1 1  samples  of  milk,  viz.: — 4  “Grade  A  (Tuberculin 
Tested),”  5  “Grade  A,”  and  2  “Pasteurised,”  purchased  from  Walsall 
dairymen  in  the  County  Area  did  not  comply  with  the  prescribed  conditions. 

Sixty-eight  samples  of  milk,  including  samples  from  the  dairymen 
above  mentioned,  were  obtained  in  the  Borough  during  1935  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  viz. : — 1  “Certified,”  9  “Grade  A  (Tuberculin 
Tested),”  36  “Grade  A,”  2  “Grade  A  (Pasteurised),”  and  20  “Pasteurised” 
milks.  51  were  satisfactory  and  17  unsatisfactory. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  where  the  milk  did  not  comply 
with  the  prescribed  conditions : — 
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No.  of 
Sample. 

Designation. 

No.  of  organisms 
per  1  c.c. 

Presence  or  absence  of 
B.Coli  in  l/10th  c.c.  or 
1/1 00th  c.c.  respectively. 

17 

“Grade  A” 

4,275 

Present  in  1/100  c.c. 

22 

do. 

258,300 

Absent  in  1/100  c.c. 

23 

do. 

3,360,000 

Present  in  1 / 1 00  c.c. 

24 

do. 

410,250 

do. 

26 

do. 

71,000 

do. 

27 

do. 

48,000 

do. 

28 

“Grade  A  (T.T.)” 

1,297,000 

do. 

31 

“Pasteurised” 

153,650 

Present  in  1/10  c.c. 

33 

“Grade  A” 

1,188,000 

Absent  in  1/100  c.c. 

34 

do. 

314,250 

Present  in  1/100  c.c. 

33 

do. 

60,000 

do. 

36 

“Grade  A  (T.T.)” 

111,000 

do. 

49 

“Pasteurised” 

147,200 

Present  in  1/10  c.c. 

38 

“Grade  A” 

59,130 

Present  in  1/100  c.c. 

59 

“Grade  A  (T.T.)” 

53,400 

do. 

68 

“Grade  A” 

7,330 

do. 

77 

do. 

17,900 

do. 

The  attention  of  the  distributors  was  drawn  to  the  adverse  reports  on 
these  samples,  and  they  were  advised  to  take  steps  to  discover  the  cause,  and 
to  remedy  same  if  due  to  any  fault  of  their  own,  or  to  arrange  with  their 
producers  to  do  so  if  the  latter  were  responsible.  The  dairies  where  the 
milk  is  bottled  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  arrangements  for 
washing  and  sterilizing  of  bottles  and  methods  of  bottling  enquired  into. 
With  two  exceptions,  further  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  complied  with  the  prescribed  conditions.  These  two  samples,  Nos. 
68  and  77,  were  obtained  from  a  licensed  producer  in  the  Borough  who 
has  since  ceased  to  produce  “Grade  A”  milk.  His  licence  expired  on  the 
31st  December,  1935,  and  has  not  been  renewed. 


Tubercle  Bacilli  in  Milk. 

Twenty-two  samples  of  milk,  viz.: — I  “Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested),’ 
13  Grade  A,  2  Pasteurised,  and  6  “Loose”  milks  were  examined  for 
tubercle  bacilli.  Tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  3  samples  of  “Grade  A”  and 
2  of  Loose  milk,  the  3  Grade  A  ’  milks  being  produced  by  County  farmers 
and  the  2  “Loose”  milks  at  Walsall  farms. 
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County  Cases. 


Particulars  of  the  three  samples  containing  living  tubercle  bacilli 
were  forwarded  to  the  authorities  concerned,  and  the  following  table  shows 
results  of  action  taken  by  them. 


Designation. 

No.  of  Sample. 

Report  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

“Grade  A” 

26 

2  cows,  affected  with  tuberculosis,  slaughtered. 

do. 

27 

Samples  taken  at  farm;  tubercle  bacilli  not  found. 

do. 

33 

1  cow,  affected  with  tuberculosis,  slaughtered. 

Walsall  Cases. 


Two  samples  of  “Loose”  milk,  taken  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Paley,  Veterinary 
Inspector,  during  inspections  of  milch  cows,  were  submitted  for  examination 
and  found  to  contain  living  tubercle  bacilli.  The  two  cows  were  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925,  and  on  postmortem  were  both 
found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis,  not  advanced. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Fifty-one  thousand,  three  hundred  and  forty-three  carcases  were 
inspected  at  time  of  slaughter,  this  being  a  record  number  inspected  in  one 
year.  The  carcases  examined  during  1930,  1933  and  1934  were  30,100, 
47,000  and  48,500  respectively. 

Particulars  as  to  unwholesome  food  destroyed  will  be  found  in  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  s  report. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  all  premises  where  the  preparation,  storage, 
or  sale  of  food  is  carried  on.  These  include  slaughterhouses,  wholesale 
meat  stores,  butchers’  shops,  fishmongers,  fishfryers,  bakehouses,  con¬ 
fectioners,  greengrocers,  grocers,  cowsheds,  dairies,  milkshops,  and  the 
retail  markets  held  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays. 

ADULTERATION. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
!  Analyst  for  analysis.  The  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adultera¬ 
tion)  Act,  1928,  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and 
1927,  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927,  and  the 


Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1927,  were 

e 

found  to  be  complied  with  in  232  of  the  samples.  Four  samples  of  milk  were 
reported  to  be  26-6%,  5*0%,  10*0%,  and  1*66%  deficient  in  cream 
respectively;  and  one  sample  of  milk  was  reported  2*82%  deficient  of  the 
minimum  amount  of  solids  not  fat,  equivalent  to  2*82%  extraneous  water. 
In  all  five  cases  the  vendors  were  given  a  written  caution  and  further 
samples  obtained  were  genuine. 


CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

OF  FOOD. 

Chemical  examination  of  food  is  made  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Thompson, 
A.R.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  Public  Analyst,  at  his  Laboratory,  Kelvin  Chambers, 
Lichfield  Street,  Walsall. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  food  is  made  at  the  University  Publid 
Health  Laboratory,  10,  Great  Charles  Street,  Birmingham. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


MATERNITY  HOSPITALS. 

Another  busy  year  has  been  experienced  at  the  Maternity  Hospital, 
Bloxv/ich,  where  255  confinements  took  place.  This  is  rather  less  than  in 
the  previous  year,  but  the  number  of  applications  for  admission  shows  no 
falling  off.  At  the  Manor  Hospital  an  exceptionally  busy  year  has  been 
experienced,  no  fewer  than  297  confinements  having  taken  place  there. 

To  somewhat  ease  the  situation  created  by  the  demand  for  maternity 
beds,  temporary  accommodation  for  six  additional  beds  has  been  provided 
at  the  Manor  Hospital.  These  beds  came  into  use  in  March,  1936. 

Further  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  erection  of  a  Maternity 
Block  of  thirty  beds  at  the  Manor  Hospital.  The  scheme  has  been  approved 
in  principle  by  the  Town  Council.  As,  however,  this  extension  involves 
the  provision  of  additional  accommodation  for  the  extra  staff  required, 
the  full  scheme  has  not  yet  been  presented  to  the  Council. 

MATERNITY  HOSPITAL,  BLOXWICH,  1935. 

Number  of  Cases  during  1 935  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  255 

Cases  remaining  in  Hospital  on  31st  December,  1935 — 1 1  Mothers,  1 1  Infants. 


Table  showing  Particulars  of  the  Cases  dealt  with. 


No.  of  Cases 

Nature  of  Case. 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

222 

Normal  Delivery 

*217 

7 

23 

Instrument  Delivery  . . 

21 

2 

3 

Malpresentations 

5 

— 

2 

Adherent  Placenta 

2 

— 

1 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

2 

Cases  not  delivered 

— 

— 

255 

246 

9 

There  were  2  Infant  Deaths,  1  from  Prematurity,  and  1  from  Birth  injuries 
*  Includes  2  sets  of  twins. 
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ANNUAL  statistics  — 

MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 

Number  of  Beds 

. 10 

Information  Required. 

Particulars. 

Number  of  Cases  admitted  during  1 935  . . 
Average  duration  of  stay  . . 

255 

13.4  days. 

No.  of  Cases  delivered  by — 

(a)  Midwives . 

(b)  Doctors  . 

204 

51 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance 
was  sought  by  a  midwife  in  emergency 

49 

No.  of  Cases  notified  as — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  . 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

Nil 

1 

No.  of  Cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum  . . 

Nil. 

No.  of  infants  not  entirely  breast  fed 
while  in  the  Institution . 

26 

No.  of  Cases  notified  as  ophthalmia  neona¬ 
torum  with  result  of  treatment  in  each 

case . 

Nil. 

No.  of  Maternal  Deaths,  with  causes . 

Nil. 

No.  of  deaths — 

(a)  Stillborn . . . 

9 

(b)  Within  10  days  of  birth  and  their 
causes,  and  the  results  of  the  post¬ 
mortem  examination,  if  obtainable 

2 

Prematurity  .  1 

Birth  Injuries. . .  1 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

During  the  year  there  were  2,004  births  (1 ,954  legitimate  and  50  illegiti¬ 
mate).  There  were  135  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  of  whom  6  were 
illegitimate. 

The  Mortality  Rate  of  legitimate  births  was  66-37  per  1,000  births, 
whilst  that  of  illegitimate  births  was  1 20  *0,  giving  a  total  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000  births  of  67-86  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  68*87  for  1934. 

There  were  4  deaths  due  to  Measles,  and  none  last  year. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  accounted  for  26  deaths  or  19  3  per  cent,  of 
the  total  infant  deaths,  and  Diarrhoea  for  14,  or  10  *4  per  cent. 

Prematurity  accounted  for  38  deaths  or  28*1  per  cent.,  whilst  Congenital 
Defects  and  Deaths  arising  from  Congenital  Debility  and  wasting  accounted 
for  28  or  20  *7  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

51  babies,  more  than  one  third  of  the  total,  died  within  one  week 
of  birth,  26  of  these  from  Prematurity,  and  74  within  the  first  four  weeks  of 
birth  (54  8  per  cent.). 

Each  year  we  have  to  record  a  very  high  percentage  of  infant  deaths 
during  the  first  week  of  life  and  during  the  first  four  weeks,  as  is  shown  in  the 
following  table: — 


Year. 

No.  of 
Births. 

No.  of  Deaths 
under  1  year 
of  age. 

No.  of  Deaths 
in  Children 
under  1  year 
due  to 
Prematurity. 

No.  of  Deaths 
in  Children 
under  1  year 
due  to  Atrophy, 
Debility  and 
Marasmus. 

No.  of  Deaths 
from  all  causes 
under  the  age 
of  1  month. 

No.  of  Deaths 
from  all  causes 
under  the  age 
of  1  week 

1922 

2530 

241 

61 

42 

110 

79 

1923 

2342 

220 

59 

47 

106 

72 

1924 

2356 

184 

57 

50 

103 

59 

1923 

2257 

260 

42 

46 

86 

46 

1926 

2154 

180 

49 

36 

101 

60 

1927 

2125 

205 

54 

32 

88 

62 

1928 

2031 

187 

58 

40 

105 

73 

1929 

1979 

198 

51 

27 

79 

52 

1930 

2058 

142 

40 

13 

73 

48 

1931 

2034 

150 

47 

12 

70 

47 

1932 

2005 

146 

41 

19 

69 

48 

1933 

1883 

167 

58 

19 

86 

61 

1934 

1902 

131 

39 

12 

66 

45 

1935 

2004 

135 

38 

9 

74 

51 

Leamore  has  the  lowest  Infant  Mortality  Rate  with  40-7  deaths  per 
1,000  births,  Harden  next  with  49  5,  followed  by  Bloxwich  (50  3),  Palfrey 
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(58-5),  Birchills  (64-2),  Pleck  (76-3),  Caldmore  (77-3),  Bridge  (86  3)  and 
Paddock  (87  0).  The  rate  is  highest  in  Hatherton  Ward,  where  it  is  101-8 
per  1 ,000  births. 

Of  the  135  infant  deaths,  38  or  28*1%  were  first  babies,  but  only  14 
of  those  mothers  had  received  any  ante-natal  advice  or  treatment,  four 
from  their  own  doctors,  and  ten  from  the  Council’s  clinics.  Four  were 
illegitimate  babies,  but  only  two  of  the  mothers  had  received  ante-natal 
advice. 

Prematurity  was  the  cause  of  death  in  1 1  of  those  first  babies,  congenital 
malformations  in  1 1  cases,  broncho-pneumonia  in  3,  gastro-ententis  in  3, 
tuberculous  meningitis  in  2,  icterus  neonatorum  in  2,  cerebral  haemorrhage 
in  2,  other  causes  4. 

Prematurity  was  the  cause  of  death  in  38  or  28*  1  %  of  the  1 35  babies,  as 
against  29*8%  in  the  previous  year — a  slight  improvement. 

Six  twins  died  before  they  reached  their  first  birthday,  the  cause  of 
death  being  Prematurity  in  four  cases,  and  Broncho-Pneumonia  in  two  cases, 

51  babies  died  within  the  first  week  of  life,  and  74  within  the  first 
four  weeks,  i.e.,  36  9%  of  the  2,004  babies  born  during  the  year  died  within 
the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  as  against  34*7%  in  the  previous  year. 

NURSING  SERVICES. 

The  Co-ordinated  Nursing  Scheme  has  worked  smoothly  during  the 
year.  The  Health  Visitors  Staff  have  paid  27,170  visits  to  homes  during 
1935  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  alone  as 
against  29,369  in  1934. 

Details  of  their  work  will  be  found  in  the  following  table. 


The  Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 


First  and  Re-visits. 


Half¬ 
days 
spent  at 
Welfare 
Centres. 

^  Birth 
Enquiries 

First 

Visits. 

Re-visits 

to 

Infants 
under  12 
months. 

Visits  to 
Children 

1-5 

years. 

Ante- 

Natal 

First 

Visits. 

Ante- 

Natal 

Re- 

Visits. 

Ophth¬ 

almia 

First 

Visits. 

Ophth¬ 

almia 

Re- 

Visits. 

Other 

Visits 

(Infec¬ 

tious 

Diseases 

etc.) 

Total 

Visits. 

1883 

1843 

7023 

15453 

— 

319 

386 

7 

11 

2126 

27170 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  Welfare  Centres  have  again  been  large, 
the  total  attendances  at  the  five  Centres  being  30,506,  as  against  29,194  in 
1934.  1,372  new  babies  have  been  registered  as  against  1 ,350  during  1 934. 

The  total  attendances  shew  an  increase  of  1,312  over  those  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  and  all  the  Welfare  Centres  have  experienced  a  busy  year. 

At  Field  Road  the  average  attendance  per  session  of  infants  and  toddlers 
throughout  the  year  has  been  57,  at  Ida  Road  67,  at  Ablewell  Street  51,  at 
Milton  Street  56,  and  at  Littleton  Street  47.  There  are  three  weekly  sessions 
at  Field  Road  and  two  at  the  other  centres. 

1,205  infants  under  12  months  (representing  approximately  60  per  cent, 
of  the  total  children  born)  attended  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  during  the 
year,  and  167  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  also  attended  for  the 
first  time. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  those  ladies  who  so  willingly  give  of  their  time 
and  of  their  services  to  help  us  at  our  Welfare  Centres.  Their  help  is 
greatly  appreciated  not  only  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff  but  also  by 
the  mothers. 


Attendances  Registered  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


Under 

6- 

-12 

1- 

-2 

2-5 

New 

Centre. 

6  months. 

months. 

years. 

years. 

Total. 

Cases. 

A 

M 

A 

M 

A 

M 

A 

M 

A 

M 

Ablewell  St.  .  . 

1940 

1208 

986 

443 

852 

338 

1271 

391 

5049 

2380 

210 

Field  Rd. 

2649 

1560 

1476 

657 

1388 

530 

3006 

799 

8519 

3546 

343 

Littleton  St.  . . 

1763 

1157 

903 

423 

722 

334 

1326 

494 

4714 

2408 

214 

Milton  St. 

2256 

1344 

1129 

436 

782 

304 

1385 

443 

5552 

2527 

281 

Ida  Road 

2594 

1593 

1309 

573 

874 

286 

1895 

427 

6672 

2879 

324 

Total  .  . 

11202 

6862 

5803 

2532 

4618 

1792 

8883 

2554 

30506  13740 

1372 

A — Number  of  Attendances.  M — Number  Medically  Examined. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

The  work  of  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  again  shows  an  increase.  At 
Ablewell  Street,  the  average  attendance  of  mothers  at  each  of  the  two  weekly 
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sessions  was  15,  with  an  average  of  three  new  mothers  per  week.  At  Field 
Road,  where  an  aveiage  of  three  new  mothers  are  seen  per  session,,  the 
average  attendance  per  session  was  1 6,  at  Milton  Street  the  average  attendance 
per  session  was  23,  and  at  Ida  Road  19.  At  the  Manor  Hospital  two  Ante- 
Natal  Sessions  are  held  weekly,  making  a  total  of  seven  sessions  in  the 
borough  per  week. 

An  evening  session  for  ante-natal  mothers  was  started  at  Field  Road, 
Bloxwich,  on  22nd  March,  1935.  This  session  has  proved  of  great  conveni¬ 
ence  to  the  mothers  and  very  good  attendances  have  been  made.  The 
evening  session  at  Ablewell  Street  likewise  retains  its  popularity. 

During  the  year  690  expectant  mothers  attended  the  extern  clinics  for 
the  first  time,  as  against  706  in  1934.  In  addition,  201  mothers  attended 
the  ante-natal  clinic  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  178  of  these  being  referred 
from  the  extern  clinics.  3,742  medical  examinations  were  made  at  the  extern 
clinics  and  1 ,249  at  the  Manor  Hospital  Clinic. 


The  number  of  cases  registered  during  the  year  at  the  various  Centres 
is  as  follows : — 


Ida 

Road 

Ablewell 

Street 

Field 

Road 

Milton 

Street 

Total 

New  Cases 

73 

281 

238 

98 

690 

Total  Attendances 

410 

1431 

1474 

331 

3866 

Medically  Examined 

372 

1416 

1423 

531 

3742 

Summary  of  Cases  in  which  some  Abnormality  has  been  found. 

1 .  Albuminuria.  .  47 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  i9 

2.  Purulent  Discharge  .  23 

Referred  to  Hospital  or  own  Doctor  . .  . .  . .  11 


3.  Contracted  Pelvis  .  5 

Referred  to  Consultant  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 
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4.  Malpresentations 

Righted  at  subsequent  attendance 
Referred  to  own  Doctor 


31 

10 

26 


5.  Varicose  Veins 

Requiring  bandages 


28 

28 


6.  Heart  Disease 


We  appreciate  the  co-opeiation  of  the  private  Medical  Practitioner  and 
midwives  which  greatly  assist  us  in  our  work. 


All  cases  attending  the  Ante-Natal  clinics  requiring  medical  treatment 
are  referred  through  the  midwife  to  their  own  doctor  or  to  hospital. 

Cases  requiring  special  care  were  referred  by  letter  to  the  medical 
practitioners  and  midwives  who  were  engaged  to  attend  them. 

We  again  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help  for  their  whole¬ 
hearted  support  and  interest  throughout  the  year,  also  to  Mr.  Gmsvenor 
Overton  who  has  again  assisted  us  through  the  British  Legion  and  United 
Services  Fund  to  obtain  abdominal  belts,  crepe  bandages,  and  funds  to 
provide  extra  nourishment  in  necessitous  cases,  all  of  which  have  b^en 
greatly  appreciated. 

We  are  still  without  adequate  provision  for  dental  treatment  for  our 
mothers.  During  1935,  164  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  dental 
sepsis,  and  were  referred  either  to  their  dentist  or  to  hospital  for  treatment. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Maternal  Mortality  for  the  past  year  shows  a  rather  serious  increase 
over  the  previous  two  years,  there  having  been  eight  deaths  due  directly  to 
childbirth  as  against  three  in  1934  and  one  in  1933.  This,  however,  is  better 
than  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  maternal  death  rate  for  Walsall  being 
3-84  per  1,000  births,  as  compared  with  3  93  for  England  and  Wales.  In 
1934,  the  rates  were,  Walsall  1  *5 1 ,  England  and  Wales  4  41. 
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There  were  four  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  four  from  diseases 
associated  with  childbirth,  the  causes  of  death  being  respectively,  embolism 
and  puerperal  shock,  femoral  embolism  and  gangrene  of  the  legs,  post- 
partum  eclampsia,  acute  uraemia  and  severe  toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

The  following  are  the  death  rates  for  the  last  1 0  years : — 


1926 

5-1 

1931 

2-9 

1927 

4-2 

1932 

4-3 

1928 

3-9 

1933 

0-5 

1929 

50 

1934 

1-5 

1930 

5-3 

1935 

3-8 

Under  the 

regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  which  came 

into 

on  October  1st,  1926,  whereby  any  febrile  condition  occurring  in  a  woman 
within  21  days  after  childbirth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a  temperature  of 
I00.4F.  or  more  has  been  sustained  during  a  period  of  24  hours,  etc.,  has  to 
be  notified  by  the  doctor  in  attendance,  10  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were 
notified. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Maslen  Jones,  F.R.C.S.,  is  the  Consultant  under  the  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  regulations,  and  his  services  are  available  when  required. 

There  were  4  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Of  the  2,020  births  notified  during  the  year,  1,388  or  687  per  cent, 
were  conducted  by  Midwives  alone.  370  medical  help  forms  were  received 
from  Midwives  in  respect  of  labour  complications;  of  that  number,  60,  or 
16-2  per  cent.,  were  in  respect  of  prolonged  and  difficult  labour,  and  74,  or 
20  0  per  cent.,  in  respect  of  ruptured  permaeum. 

ORTHOP/EDIC  TREATMENT. 

All  cases  of  orthopaedic  defect  occurring  amongst  children  under  the  age 
of  5  years  are  now  treated  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  established  by  the 
Education  Committee  at  Bradford  Street. 

During  the  year,  86  infants  and  toddlers  under  the  age  of  five  were 
examined  as  new  cases  by  the  Surgeon  Specialist,  287  attendances  being  made 
by  children  under  the  age  of  five  for  orthopaedic  treatment.  Ten  children 
were  discharged  as  cured.  Twenty-nine  children  received  electrical  treats 
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ment  and  massage  in  the  Massage  Department,  making  a  total  of  809 
attendances.  In  addition,  cases  were  treated  from  the  Staffordshire  County 
and  the  Borough  of  Wednesbury,  by  arrangement  with  those  authorities. 
One  child  was  admitted  to  The  Woodlands  for  in-patient  treatment. 

The  number  of  infants  and  toddlers  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic 
from  our  Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics  shows  an  increase  over  previous  years. 
This  is  all  to  the  good;  the  earlier  the  treatment,  the  more  amenable  the 
condition  and  the  greater  likelihood  of  a  good  result  being  obtained. 

ULTRA  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC. 

During  the  year,  82  children  under  5  years  were  treated  at  the  Ultra 
Violet  Light  Clinic,  making  a  total  of  1,260  attendances. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  disabilities  from  which  the  children 
were  suffering: — 


Tuberculosis 

1 

Rickets 

23 

Bronchitis 

9 

Debility  and  Wasting 

44 

Underweight 

4 

Other  conditions 

2 

68  of  these  children  were  discharged  from  treatment  during  the  year 
and  the  following  table  shows  the  results  of  treatment : — 


Cured 

Very  much 
Improved 

Improved 

Discontinued 

Treatment 

Total 

Rickets  . . 

1 

_ 

8 

10 

19 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Debility  and  Wasting  . . 

2 

2 

13 

24 

41 

Underweight 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Other  Conditions 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

3 

23 

37 

68 

Treatments  in  the  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic  are  given  with  a  Mercury 
Vapour  Lamp  at  a  distance  of  3  feet.  General  light  baths  are  the  rule  but 
local  applications  in  addition  are  given  when  necessary.  Treatment  is  given 
twice  weekly. 
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MEDICAL  AID  AND  PROVISION  OF  MILK. 

The  Guild  of  Help  continues,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  ol 
Health,  to  do  much  of  the  investigation  work  required  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

All  cases  of  Midwifery  where  a  Medical  Practitioner  is  called  in  by  the 
Midwife  in  attendance,  and  where  a  claim  for  fees  is  made,  are  investigated 
by  the  Guild,  and  a  report  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
221  such  reports  were  received  by  the  latter  during  the  year. 

All  applications  for  free  milk  are  also  dealt  with  by  the  Guild.  Suitable 
cases  are  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Welfare  or  Ante-Natal 
Centres.  Reports  are  then  made  on  these  cases  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Guild 
who  attends  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Milk  Sub-Committee  and  all 
recommendations  are  dealt  with  by  this  Committee. 

During  the  year,  milk  was  supplied  free  to  202  expectant  mothers,  743 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  to  1 62  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and 
5  years. 

£919  3s.  6d.  was  expended  on  fresh  milk,  and  £213  6s.  IGd.  on  dried 
milk,  a  total  of  £1,132  10s.  4d. 


Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases  . 

Vision 

unimpaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  Home. 

At  Hospital. 

8 

5 

3 

Om 

/ 

- — 

— 

1 

Hospital  Treatment.  Under  arrangements  with  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee,  babies  suffering  from  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  can  be  admitted 
to  the  Manor  Hospital.  Mothers  also  may  be  admitted  along  with  their 
babies.  The  arrangement  has  proved  a  most  satisfactory  one. 

Under  the  scheme  three  babies  were  admitted  for  treatment. 
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INFANT  Feeding. — When  first  visited,  1 ,436  infants  were  entirely  breast 
fed,  267  breast  and  artificially  fed,  and  142  artificially  fed. 

Details  of  the  food  supplied  are  given  as  follows  : — - 
First  Visit- 

Cow’s  Milk  was  being  given  to  247  babies. 

Dried  Milk  was  being  given  to  145  babies. 

Condensed  Milk  was  being  given  to  7  babies. 

Other  Patent  Foods  were  being  given  to  10  babies. 

Whilst  on  Re-visit- 

Cow’s  Milk  was  being  given  to  331  babies. 

Dried  Milk  was  being  given  to  153  babies. 

Condensed  Milk  was  being  given  to  1  baby. 

Other  Patent  Foods  were  being  given  to  19  babies. 

On  the  first  re-visits,  1,328  were  reported  to  be  entirely  breast  fed. 

16  infants  died  before  being  re-visted,  and  27  had  left  the  Borough 
or  could  not  be  traced. 

PAYMENT  OF  MIDWIVES’  FEES. 

The  scheme  for  the  payment  of  the  midwife’s  fee  in  necessitous  cases 
not  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  Relief  has  worked  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 
Application  for  payment  is  made  by  the  patient,  or  her  husband,  to  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  the  financial  circumstances  in 
each  case  are  carefully  investigated  before  payment  is  sanctioned. 

Under  the  scheme  the  fee  of  30/-  was  paid  to  midwives  in  respect  of 
26  cases. 


MIDWIVES  ACT. 


Midwives’  Inspections,  etc. 

Total. 

No.  of  Midwives  on  Register — 

Trained 

35  1 

37 

Untrained 

2  1 

No.  of  Visits  to  Midwives — 

Inspections  . . 

98  | 

384 

Interviews 

286  j 
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Puerperal  Fever  notified  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

10  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 

4  cases  proved  fatal. 

Midwives  disinfected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  9 

Midwives*  Notifications. 


Medical 

Help. 

Stillbirth 

Death 

of 

Child. 

Intention 

to 

Practice. 

Liability  to 
be  a  source 
of 

Infection. 

Laying 
out  a 
dead  body 

Proposed 

Artificial 

Feeding. 

Change 

of 

Address. 

Death 

of 

Mother. 

Change 

of 

Name.: 

370 

16 

4 

37 

9 

6 

10 

2 

— 

— 

Conditions  for  which  Doctors  were  called  in  by  Mid  wives. 


Pregnancy. 

Abortion  and  Miscarriage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Threatened  Miscarriage  or  Abortion  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Dangerous  Varicose  Veins  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Toxaemias  (unclassified)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Albuminuria  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Contracted  Pelvis 


27 


Labour. 

Ante,  and  Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Ruptured  Perinaeum  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  74 

Prolonged  and  Difficult  Labour  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  60 

Malpresentation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Retained  Placenta  and  Membranes  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Other  Causes  (indefinite  diagnosis  )  .  15 


222 


79 


PUERPERIUM. 


Rise  of  Temperature 

•  •  » •  •  •  3 

Mastitis 

*  *  •  •  •  • 

Other  Causes  (indefinite  diagnosis) 

.  19 

28 

Infant. 

— 

Inflammation  of,  or  discharge  from  Eyes 

.  31 

Dangerous  Feebleness  and  Prematurity  . . 

30 

Serious  Skin  Eruption 

3 

Malformation  and  Congenital  Defects 

12 

Convulsions  . . 

2 

Injury  at  Birth 

2 

Other  Causes 

.  13 
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The  better  distribution  of  midwifery  is  long  overdue,  and  we  would 
Xvelcome  some  such  scheme  of  limitation  as  that  put  forward  in  the  Report 
of  the  Joint  Council  of  Midwifery.  We  are  in  agreement  with  many  of  the 
recommendations  contained  in  that  report  and  we  would  call  attention 
to  the  particular  recommendation  referring  to  this  question,  viz. : — 

‘That  the  average  number  of  cases  that  the  midwife  should 
“be  expected  to  attend  should  not  exceed  eighty  per  annum  in 
“view  of  the  increased  work  falling  upon  midwives  as  a  result 
“of  recent  developments  of  midwifery  practice.” 

1 ,420  notifications  of  births  were  received  from  midwives,  1 , 1 79  as 
midwives  and  239  as  maternity  nurses.  Of  that  number,  1 ,290  were  cases 
occurring  in  the  district  and  shared  by  24  midwives.  More  than  half  that 
number,  viz.:  751  cases,  708  as  midwi/es  and  43  as  maternity  nurses,  were 
actually  undertaken  by  three  midwives,  who  had  324,  259  and  168  cases 
respectively.  Six  midwives  had  over  50  but  less  than  100  cases  each, 
conducting  between  them  41 1  cases.  Six  others  who  practise  wholly  in  the 
Borough  were  responsible  for  99  cases,  whilst  nine  others  who  practise  in 
adjoining  districts  conducted  29  cases  in  the  Borough. 
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The  passing  into  law  of  the  Midwives’  Bill  at  present  before  Parliament 
is  awaited  with  interest. 

Two  midwives  were  suspended  from  practice  during  the  year,  for 
periods  of  seven  and  two  weeks  respectively,  as  being  a  source  of  danger 
and  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  Suitable  compensation 
was  paid  by  the  Council  in  both  cases. 

CHILDREN  ACT,  1908. 

The  supervision  of  children  coming  within  the  terms  of  the  Children 
Act,  1908,  is  carried  out  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee, 
the  Health  Visitors  being  appointed  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

Under  Part  I  of  the  Act,  where  a  person  undertakes  for  reward  the 
nursing  and  maintenance  of  one  or  more  infants  under  the  age  of  seven  years, 
apart  from  their  parents,  he  shall  within  forty-eight  hours  from  the  reception 
of  any  such  infant,  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  person  appointed  to  receive  such 
notices  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year  nine  such  notices  were  received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  there  being  1 5  cases  under  supervision  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Six  children  were  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  for 
the  following  reasons: — 

Returned  to  parents  or  other  relatives  .  .  . ,  4 

Ceased  to  nurse  for  gain  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Transferred  to  other  districts  . .  . .  .  ,  1 

Eighteen  children  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

53  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  these  children  during  the  year.  On 
the  whole  the  children  were  being  cared  for  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  A 
number  of  the  children  were  brought  with  great  regularity  to  the  Welfare 
Centres,  their  foster-parents  co-operating  in  every  way  with  the  Nursing 
staff. 


As  f  rom  January  1st,  1933,  the  principal  Act  as  amended  by  Part  V  of 
the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932,  raises  the  age  of  all  children 
coming  within  the  terms  of  the  Act  from  seven  to  nine  years  and  requires 
that  notice  in  writing  must  be  given  at  least  seven  days  before  receiving  the 
child.  This  alteration  is  valuable  in  that  it  gives  the  officers  of  a  local 
authority  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  home  conditions  of  the  intending 
foster-parent,  and  the  arrangements  proposed  to  be  made  for  the  reception 
of  the  infant. 


MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES, 

There  are  now  in  Walsall  three  combined  Maternity  and  Nursing 
Homes  and  one  Maternity  Home,  All  these  premises  are  registered  under  the 
Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1 927.  Exemptions,  as  provided  for  under 
Section  6  of  the  Act,  were  granted  to  our  own  Hospitals,  the  Walsall  General 
Hospital  and  the  Manor  Hospital. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS,  YEAR 
DECEMBER  31st,  1933. 

ENDING 

No.  of  Births  notified  during  the  year 

•»  o  o  o 

2,020 

by  Medical  Practitioners  and  Paients  . . 

108 

by  Midwives 

1,912 

Born  in  Maternity  Hospital 

9  0  O 

255 

it  Manor  Hospital 

o  ©  •  • 

297 

ii  Private  Nursing  Homes 

O  ©  0  0 

147 

Stillbirths  notified  during  the  year  . . 

•  •  O  © 

78 

"  attended  by  Medical  Practitioners 

62 

ii  attended  by  Midwives 

16 

Notified  Births  (excluding  Stillbirths),  Deaths  under  1  year  and  rate, 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1935. 


Births 

Deaths  under 
I  year 

Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000 
births 


Blox 

wich. 


M. 

110 


F. 


89 


10 


50.3 


Lea- 

more. 


M. 


84 


F. 


88 


40.7 


Har¬ 

den. 


M. 


149 


F. 


134 


14 


49.5 


Birch- 

hills. 


M. 


127 


138 


17 


64.2 


Hath- 

erton. 


M. 

86 


17 


101.8 


Pad- 

dock. 


M. 


65 


F. 


73 


12 


87.0 


Bridge 


M. 


87 


F. 


10 


17 


86.3 


Pleck. 

Cald- 

more. 

Pal¬ 

frey. 

Ma 

Ho 

ior 

sp. 

M 

Ho 

at. 

sp. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

*M. 

*F. 

*M. 

*F. 

M. 

F. 

117 

132 

62 

67 

106 

99 

12 

2 

1 

1 

1006 

1014 

19 

10 

12 

_ 

_ 

135 

76.3 

77.5 

58.5 

— 

— 

67.37 

*  Births  of  “out  of  the  Borough”  cases  only. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  scheme  for  Mental  Welfare  in  the 
Borough  daring  the  year. 

The  Voluntary  Association  continues  to  assist  the  Statutory  Authority 
in  administering  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  by  assisting  in  the  ascertain¬ 
ment,  in  visiting  and  supervising,  and  by  providing  a  guardianship  officer 
for  defective  persons.  The  Association  also  assists  the  Local  Education 
Authority  in  the  supervision  of  mentally  defective  children  in  attendance 
at  special  schools  or  otherwise. 

The  number  of  mentally  defective  persons  in  the  Borough  ascertained 


up  to  the  present  is  850  against  111  at  the  end  of  1934. 

These  are  dis- 

tributed  as  follows : — 

(a)  Statutory  Cases. 

In  Certified  Institutions  . . 

..  240 

On  Licence 

3 

Under  Guardianship 

23 

In  places  of  Safety 

1 

Under  Statutory  Supervision 

..  134 

Action  not  yet  taken : 

(a)  Notified  by  Local  Education  Authority  . . 

«  • 

(b)  in  Public  Assistance  Institutions 

(Approved  or  otherwise) 

3 

(c)  In  receipt  of  Poor  Law  Relief  (Domiciliary) 

26 

Total  . . 

..  430 

In  addition  there  are  247  cases  under  Voluntary  supervision  by  the 

Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare. 

(b)  Education  Cases,  i.e.  children  between  the  ages 

of  7  and  16  who 

are  capable  of  instruction  in  a  special  school. 

In  Certified  Residential  Schools 

25 

At  Elementary  Schools 

..  100 

At  Other  Institutions  .  . 

4 

At  No  School  or  Institution  . . 

..  44 

Total 

173 
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During  the  year,  713  visits  were  paid  to  homes  by  visitors  from  the 
Mental  Welfare  Association. 


29  Cases  were  notified  to  the  Voluntary  Association  during  the  year  and 
these  were  dealt  with  as  follows: — 


Certified  and  sent  to  Institutions 
Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 
Placed  under  Guardianship 
Remaining  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

Total 


Occupation  Centre. 

The  seventy-five  members  now  in  attendance  at  the  Occupation  Centre 
are  divided  into  three  classes  as  follows : — 


Name  of  Class. 

Days  of  Attendance. 

Hours  of  Attendance. 

Number  on  Roll. 

Junior  (Mixed) 

Monday 

10  a.m. 

(children  from  7 

Wednesday 

till 

years  of  age  upwards) 

Friday 

3-30  p.m. 

36 

Industrial  Class 

Tuesday 

10  a.m. 

Thursday 

till 

12  noon 

14 

Senior  Girls 

Tuesday 

2  p.m. 

Thursday 

till 

4  p.m. 

23 

Total  75 

Junior  Class. 

On  the  whole  a  good  standard  of  health  has  been  maintained,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  when  several  members  have 
been  absent  with  various  ailments.  One  girl  has  been  detained  in  Hospital 
with  eye  trouble.  Dr.  Clayton  has  another  under  observation  owing  to 
hip  trouble.  A  boy  has  died  as  a  result  of  tuberculosis.  There  has  been 
one  case  of  diphtheria  and  one  case  of  measles. 
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Special  attention  is  given  in  this  Class  to  personal  hygiene,  general 
care  and  self-management.  Physical  exercises  and  eurythmics,  which 
greatly  contribute  towards  the  alertness  of  mental  defectives,  are  taken 
each  day,  and  a  rest  period  of  half  an  hour  proves  very  beneficial.  Other 
work  undertaken  includes  domestic  work,  singing,  country  dancing,  various 
kinds  of  handwork,  e.g.,  rug-making,  knitting,  rafha  work,  plain  sewing  and 
embroidery. 

During  the  Summer  months  nature  walks  have  been  continued,  which 
create  a  keener  power  of  observation  in  the  children.  Organised  games 
are  taken  in  the  playing  fields  of  the  Arboretum. 

Industrial  Class. 

Owing  to  an  indisposition  the  Carpenter  has  been  unable  to  attend 
since  25th  May,  so  the  Shoe-repairing  Instructor  has  taken  this  Class  an 
additional  morning  per  week.  This  extra  tuition  has  proved  very  beneficial 
and  a  marked  progress  has  been  shown  in  this  work.  The  boys  take  a  keen 
interest,  and  some  of  them  have  purchased  tools,  carrying  out  repairs  at 
home.  They  are  encouraged  to  bring  their  own  shoes  for  repair.  Boys 
who  are  physically  handicapped,  receive  instruction  m  rug-making,  sea- 
grass  stool-seating,  and  other  useful  occupations. 

Senior  Girls’  Class. 

The  attendance  and  health  in  this  Class  (with  the  exception  of  one 
case  of  pleurisy  and  gastritis)  have  been  very  creditable.  The  curriculum 
includes  club  drill,  country  dances  and  singing.  Hand  embroidery  is  a 
great  feature,  and  many  beautifully  worked  afternoon  tea  and  supper  cloths 
have  been  made  to  order.  More  advanced  dress-making,  hand-sewn  and 
embroidered  pillow  and  bolster  cases  are  new  features  of  the  work.  Four 
of  the  Senior  girls  are  also  members  of  Ranger  Companies. 

Medical  Attention. 

Members  of  each  Class  receive  treatment  from  the  doctor  and  dentist 
at  the  School  Clinic  when  necessary,  and  one  boy  receives  treatment  at  the 
Orthopaedic  Section. 

Social  Events. 

The  social  activities  are  now  organised  by  a  Committee  of  the  Walsall 
Mental  Welfare  Association,  assisted  by  lady  helpers — and  have  included 
two  Summer  Outings  to  Milford  and  Special  Teas  for  the  Jubilee  Celebra- 
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tions.  Mothers  of  the  children  organised  a  successful  dance  and  handed 
over  the  proceeds  to  the  Association. 

Free  ’Bus  Passes. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Transport  Committee  free  bus  passes 
continue  to  be  issued  to  members  whose  homes  are  a  long  distance  from 
the  Centre,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  privilege  is  largely  responsible  for 
the  regular  attendance  of  many  at  the  Classes. 

Sales  of  Goods. 

Proceeds  from  yearly  sales  of  goods  made  in  the  various  Classes, 
together  with  cash  for  shoe-repairs,  yield  an  encouraging  amount. 

Gifts. 

Gifts  to  the  Centre  include  an  iced  cake  from  Mr,  Tapper  of  the  Working 
Men’s  Club,  and  apparatus  made  by  unemployed  men  at  the  Pals’  Club. 
Alderman  J.  A.  Leckie,  J.P.,  M.P.,  generously  gave  to  each  child  in  attendance 
at  the  Centre,  a  copy  of  the  late  King  George’s  Message  to  London  School 
Children  on  the  occasion  of  the  Silver  Jubilee, 

Visit  of  Commissioner  of  Board  of  Control. 

A.  E.  Evans,  Esq.,  M.B.,  D.P.H.,  Commissioner,  Board  of  Control, 
visited  the  Centre  on  11th  December,  when  he  inspected  the  work  of  the 
Junior  Class, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public.  Health  Act  of  1925  (com¬ 
pulsory  removal  of  patients  to  Hospital)  nor  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  dealing  with  milk. 

Notifications. 

163  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  but  some  were  duplicates 
so  that  the  total  number  of  new  cases  was  152,  of  whom  128  were  certified 
to  be  suffering  from  “pulmonary”  and  24  from  “non-pulmonary”  tuberculosis. 

Compared  with  1934,  there  was  an  increase  of  16  in  “pulmonary”  cases 
and  a  decrease  of  8  in  “non-pulmonary”  forms. 


Table  I  gives  the  new  cases  and  deaths  as  to  age  distribution  during  1935. 


Table  I. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pulmonary 

• 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1  .. 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1-5  .. 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5—10  .. 

3 

* 

5 

7 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

10-15  .. 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

15-20  .. 

6 

12 

i 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

20-25  .. 

10 

16 

— 

1 

5 

9 

1 

2 

25-35  .. 

10 

12 

— 

— 

8 

4 

— 

35-45  .. 

10 

9 

2 

— 

8 

4 

1 

— 

45-55  .. 

10 

6 

— 

— 

7 

4 

— 

1 

55-65  .. 

6 

2 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

Above  65 

2 

1 

_ 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

59 

69 

16 

8 

36 

31 

7 

6 
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Table  II. 


New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1935,  otherwise 
than  by  notification  on  Form  A  or  B. 


Age  Period — 

0-1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

Ab.  65 

Total 

Pulmonary — Males 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

2 

9 

Pulmonary — Females 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Non-Pulmonary — Males 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Non-Pulmonary 

Females 

— . 

_ 

. 

. . 

1 

2 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

-- 

7 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  25  cases,  as  against  16  in  1934.  and  25  in  1933, 
came  to  our  notice  in  other  ways  than  by  primary  notification. 

The  sources  of  information  from  which  Table  II  is  made  are  the  weekly 
death  returns,  cases  transferred  from  other  areas,  hospitals.  Sanatoria,  &c. 

Extent  of  Tuberculosis  in  Walsall. 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  has  been  carefully  revised,  and  the  names 
of  all  patients  who  have  given  satisfactory  evidence  of  complete  recovery 
from  the  disease  have  been  removed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the  register  525  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  260  males  and  265  females,  and 
136  persons,  66  males  and  70  females,  suffering  from  forms  of  tuberculosis 
other  than  pulmonary,  a  total  on  the  register  of  661 . 

Mortality. 

From  Table  I,  it  will  be  noted  that  80  deaths  were  registered  as  due 
to  some  form  of  Tuberculosis,  and  of  these,  67  were  “pulmonary  and 
13  “non-pulmonary”  forms. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  mortality  as  compared  with  1934, 
in  the  “pulmonary”  and  a  slight  increase  in  the  “non-pulmonary  group. 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  has  decreased  from 
0  93  in  1934  to  075  in  1935,  and  the  Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  has  decreased  from  0*82  in  1934  to  0  63  in  1935. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  which  were  not  notified 
at  all,  or  were  notified  within  a  few  weeks  of  death  or  after  death. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Total  Deaths 

67 

13 

Cases  not  notified 

6 

4 

Cases  notified  after  death 

— 

2 

Death  within  2  weeks  of  notification  . . 

7 

6 

Death  within  6  weeks  of  notification 

3 

— 

Of  the  10  cases  not  notified  at  all,  9  died  in  one  or  other  of  the  local 
hospitals  or  institutions.  In  7  of  these  cases,  it  had  been  understood  that 
the  case  had  already  been  notified  by  the  General  Practitioner  concerned. 
The  three  remaining  cases  form  the  real  un-notified  group,  and  the  ratio 
of  these  to  total  deaths  is  3.75% 

Table  HI. 


Shewing  Attack  Rate  and  Death  Rate  in  Walsall  since  1914. 


Year 

Attack  Rate  per 

1 ,000  Population 

Death  Rate  per 

1 ,000  Population 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1914 

2.95 

0.77 

1.22 

0.27 

1915 

5.2 

1.11 

1.52 

0.44 

1916 

4.49 

1.11 

1.73 

0.17 

1917 

2.61 

0.75 

1.49 

0.37 

1918 

2.43 

0.39 

1.49 

0.37 

1919 

3.05 

0.71 

1.15 

0.36 

1920 

2.18 

0.67 

0.79 

0.13 

1921 

2.42 

0.62 

0.93 

0.18 

1922 

2.11 

0.57 

1.29 

0.20 

1923 

1.93 

0.59 

0.92 

0.20 

1924 

1.66 

0.67 

0.89 

0.24 

1925 

1.99 

0.83 

0.99 

0.21 

1926 

1.61 

0.58 

0.84 

0.30 

1927 

1.86 

0.40 

0.97 

0.14 

1928 

1.87 

0.43 

1.03 

0.30 

1929 

1.88 

0.55 

1.04 

0.16 

1930 

1.45 

0.26 

0.98 

0.13 

1931 

1.37 

0.30 

0.93 

0.10 

1932 

1.03 

0.45 

0.76 

0.18 

1933 

1.20 

0.22 

1.03 

0.12 

1934 

1.06 

0.30 

0.82 

0.11 

1935 

1.21 

0.23 

0.63 

0.12 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

At  the  Dispensary,  Hatherton  Road,  3  sessions  are  held  each  week 
(Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday),  and  in  addition  an  evening  session 
is  held  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  in  the  month. 

The  work  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary  during  the  year  is 
set  out  in  the  following  table: — 


Table  IV. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary 

Total. 

Grand 

Total 

Diagnosis. 

Adults. 

Chil 

dren 

Adults 

Chil 

dren 

Ad 

ults 

Children 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

. — New  Cases  examined  during 
the  year  (excluding  contacts) — 
(a)  Definitely  tuberculous  . . 

42 

36 

2 

7 

2 

2 

8 

5 

44 

38 

10 

12 

104 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

— 

__ 

— 

—» 

— 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

59 

72 

28 

51 

210 

. — CONTACTS  examined  during  the 
year — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous  . . 

3 

4 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

4 

3 

14 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

— 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

4 

12 

11 

17 

44 

- — Cases  written  off  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register  as — 

(a)  Recovered 

20 

15 

8 

9 

2 

2 

10 

10 

22 

17 

18 

19 

76 

(b)  Non-tuberculous  (includ¬ 
ing  any  such  cases  pre¬ 
viously  diagnosed  and 
entered  on  the  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  as  tuber¬ 
culous)  . . 

71 

87 

41 

69 

268 

).  Number  of  Cases  on  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  on  December 

31st — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous  . . 

192 

179 

20 

32 

8 

15 

40 

34 

200 

194 

60 

66 

520 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 
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TABLE  IV. — continued. 


1 .  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  January  1st 

532 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from 
other  areas  and  cases  returned  after 
discharge  under  Plead  3  in  previous 
years 

19 

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to 
other  areas,  cases  not  desiring 
further  assistance  under  the  scheme, 
and  cases  “lost  sight  of’’ 

31 

4.  Cases  written  off  during  the  year 
as  dead  (all  causes)  .  . 

48 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the 
Dispensary  (including  Contacts)  .  . 

1826 

6.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under 
Domiciliary  Treatment  on  the  31st 
December 

145 

7.  Number  of  consultations  with 
medical  practitioners — 

(a)  Personal 

(b)  Other 

69 

536 

8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis 
Officers  to  homes  (including  per¬ 
sonal  consultations) 

82 

9.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or 
Health  Visitors  to  homes  for 
Dispensary  purposes 

2474 

10.  Number  of — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc. 
examined 

(b)  X-ray  examinations  made  in 
connection  with  Dispensary 
work  . . 

731 

296 

11.  Number  of  “Recovered”  cases 
restored  to  Dispensary  Register, 
and  included  in.  A  (a)  and  A  (b) 
above 

5 

12.  Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on 
Dispensary  Register  on  December 
31st  . . 

140 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  noted  that  1 10  males,  126  females  and 
136  children  under  the  age  of  13,  a  total  of  372,  were  examined  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  as  against  339  in  1934.  Of  that  number  7  males,  16 
females  and  35  children  were  examined  as  being  contacts  of  known  cases  of 
Tuberculosis.  Thus  1 5.6%  of  the  total  examinations  were  contacts,  compared 
with  18.3%  of  the  total  in  1934. 

Of  the  total,  1  18  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  diagnosed,  100  Pul¬ 
monary  and  18  Non-pulmonary,  thus  31.8%  of  new  cases  applying  proved 
to  be  Tuberculous  and  24.1%  of  contacts  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis. 


now  on  Dispensary  Register  and  I  Remaining  on  Dispensary  Register  on 
reasons  for  removal  therefrom.  31st  December,  1933 
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Table  V. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Previous  to  1 935 

1935 

Class  T.B.  minus 

Class  T.B.  plus 

Class  T.B.  minus  J 

Class  T.B.  plus 

last  record  made  during  the 
year  to  which  the  Return 
relates 

Group  1. 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total 

Group  1 . 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total 

Disease 

Arrested 

Adults 

M. 

49 

9 

16 

— 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

56 

3 

6 

1 

10 

Children 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Disease  not 

Arrested 

Adults 

M. 

32 

8 

21 

1 

30 

n 

8 

13 

6 

27 

F. 

27 

9 

13 

3 

25 

20 

7 

5 

2 

14 

Children 

10 

— - 

1 

1 

2 

10 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Condition  not  ascertained  c 

uring  the  year 

46 

2 

3 

— 

5 

43 

Total  on  Dispensary  Register  at  31st  December  . . 

242 

31 

60 

6 

97 

41 

17 

18 

8 

Discharged 
as  Recovered 

Adults 

M. 

66 

4 

1 

— 

5 

|- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

81 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

Children 

92 

Lost  sight  of,  or  otherwis 
pensary  Register 

e  removed  fr< 

Dm  Dis- 

460 

21 

27 

5 

53 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Dead 

Adults 

M. 

7! 

35 

111 

105 

251 

4 

— 

2 

4 

6 

F. 

56 

34 

87 

93 

214 

2 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Children 

18 

5 

2 

4 

11 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

_  1 

Total  written  off  Dispensary  Register 

•  • 

844 

103 

228 

207 

538 

9 

— 

3 

11 

14 

Grand  Total  . . 

1086 

134 

288 

213 

635 

50 

17 

21 

19 

57 

92 

Table  V. — continued. 

NON^PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


Previous  to  1935 

1935 

L 

Condition  at  the  time  of  the 
last  record  made  during  the 
year  to  which  the  Return 
.  relates 

Bones  and  Joints 

Abdominal 

Other  Organs 

Peripheral  Glands 

Total 

Bones  and  Joints 

Abdominal 

Other  Organs 

Peripheral  Glands 

T,  tal 

c 

o 

V-. 

Adults 

M. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4~i 

’5h 

<U 

£V  m 
urico 

fro 

CO  ’ — 

V) 

Disease 

Arrested 

F. 

1 

— 

2 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Children 

15 

23 

2 

10 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

C  yT 

«  « 
_o 
•  2  "e 

Adults 

M. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Q  5 

o 

c  « 
oQ 

3\« 

*  r* 

Disease  not 

Arrested 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Children 

7 

— 

1 

1 

9 

6 

5 

2 

— 

13 

C  '  ' 

*  <3 

£ 

q> 

Condition  not  ascertained  during  the  year 

2 

— 

2 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

cc 

Total  on  Dispensary  Register  at  31st  December  . . 

28 

24 

8 

16 

76 

7 

7 

5 

2 

21 

Transferred  to  Pulmonary 

•  • 

"O 

c 

cO 

Adults 

M. 

6 

— 

1 

3 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

V* 

<v 

■M  * 

£ 

Discharged 
as  Recovered 

• 

F. 

4 

2 

3 

4 

13 

bn  o 

V  w 

a: ‘-is 

Vi 

Children 

26 

27 

6 

40 

99 

eO  +-» 

CT3 
w  > 
a  o 

Lost  sight  of,  or  otherwise  removed  from  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register 

29 

31 

20 

57 

137 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

.2  G 

a  £ 

^  V- 

Adults 

M. 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

o  o 

1  s 

Dead 

F. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

G  8 
cd 

4— J  <U 

O 

Children 

8 

4 

2 

3 

17 

z 

2 

Total  written  off  Dispensa 

ry  Register 

. . 

78 

66 

34 

110 

288 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grand  Totals  of  (a)  and  (b)  (excluding  those 
transferred  to  Pulmonary) 

106 

90 

42 

126 

364 

7 

8 

5 

2 

22 
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From  Tables  IV  and  V  it  will  be  noted  that  in  140  cases  or  33- 1%  of 
the  total  Pulmonary  Cases  on  the  Dispensary  Register,  Tubercle  Bacilli 
were  found  in  the  sputum,  and  97  cases  or  18  6%  of  the  total  on  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register  were  Non-Pulmonary  cases. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. 

During  the  year  1 85  patients  received  this  form  of  treatment  from  their 
own  medical  attendants,  and  210  quarterly  reports  were  received  from  them 
as  to  their  physical  condition  and  progress  under  their  care. 

Extra  Nourishment. 

85  patients  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
were  supplied  with  extra  nourishment  at  a  total  cost  of  approximately  £200. 
The  Civic  Guild  of  Help  have  again  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the 
Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  in  carrying  out  any  necessary  investiga¬ 
tion  as  to  the  financial  circumstances  of  patients. 

Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  1st  January,  1935,  there  were  eleven  children  and  one  adult 
under  treatment  for  surgical  tuberculosis,  three  cases  of  hip  disease,  one 
case  of  spinal  disease,  and  one  case  of  tuberculous  disease  of  the  ankle  at 
the  Forelands,  three  cases  of  hip  disease,  one  case  of  tuberculous  disease  of 
the  knee,  one  case  of  spinal  disease,  and  one  case  of  tuberculous  disease  of 
the  femur  and  pelvis  at  the  Woodlands,  and  one  case  of  spinal  disease  at  the 
Auxiliary  Hospital  in  Vicarage  Road. 

During  the  year,  three  children  and  one  adult  with  hip  disease,  two 
children  and  one  adult  with  spinal  disease  and  one  child  with  tuberculous 
disease  of  the  ankle  were  admitted. 

Four  children  and  one  adult  with  hip  disease,  and  three  children  with 
spinal  disease  were  discharged. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  ten  children  and  two  adults  remained  under 
treatment  at  the  Hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Royal  Cripples  Hospital. 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic. 

Thirty-three  patients  suffering  from  various  non-pulmonary  forms  of 
tuberculosis  were  treated  by  means  of  ultra  violet  light  at  the  clinic  at  No.  3 
Hatherton  Road.  The  clinic  is  open  all  day  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  and  is 
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conducted  by  one  of  our  masseuses  who  is  fully  competent  and  qualified  to 
give  treatment.  Two  mercury  vapour  lamps  are  in  use,  the  one  a  K.B.B. 
and  the  other  a  Hanovia. 

729  attendances  for  treatment  were  made  by  these  patients  during  the 
year,  24  patients  being  discharged  from  treatment  as  follows : — 

Cured  1  :  Improved  9:  Discontinued  treatment  14. 

Home  Visits. 

During  the  year  the  Nurse  paid  191  first  visits  and  2,283  re-visits  to  the 
houses  of  the  patients. 

In  only  42  cases  were  patients  found  to  have  a  separate  bedroom,  and 
in  only  20  cases  was  the  patient  found  to  have  a  separate  bed. 

As  regards  cleanliness  and  ventilation,  the  following  is  a  summary  of 
the  conditions  ascertained: — 

Clean  163;  Fairly  clean  21  ;  Dirty  7. 

Housing  of  Tuberculous  Families. 

The  Health  Committee  have  twenty  Council  houses  allocated  to  them 
for  the  re-housing  of  tuberculous  persons. 

Nursing  of  Acute  or  Bedridden  Patients. 

During  the  year  the  District  Nurses  from  the  Victoria  Nursing  Institu¬ 
tion  have  continued  to  give  the  necessary  attention  to  all  the  tuberculous 
cases  referred  to  them  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  The  arrangement, 
which  came  into  operation  in  1923,  has  been  found  in  practice  to  be  a  most 
excellent  one,  the  visits  of  skilled  nurses  to  the  homes  of  the  patients  have 
been  much  appreciated,  having  added  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  bedridden 
patients  during  an  acute  stage  of  their  illness  or  during  the  last  few  weeks 
of  life. 

The  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Victoria  Nursing  Institution  sends 
the  following  report: — 

Excellent  work  has  been  done  in  co-operation  with  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Town  Council  in  combating  tuberculosis,  and  the  following 
particulars  deal  with  this  section  only. 
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During  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1935,  27  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
Were  dealt  with. 

The  numbers  are  as  follows: — - 

Brought  forward  from  1 934  . ,  . .  11 

New  cases  .  .  .4  . .  , .  16 


1  Otal  4  .  .  4  4  *  .  4  27 

Of  these,  the  visits  to  6  were  discontinued,  9  died,  3  have  been 
admitted  to  Hospital  or  Sanatorium,  and  there  are  9  remaining  on  the 
books.  A  total  of  3,155  visits  have  been  paid  to  these  cases  during  the  year. 

Appliances  have  been  loaned  out  as  follows : — ■ 

Air  Rings  1 4 ;  Bed  Rests  1 0 ;  Mackintosh  Sheets  7 ;  Nursing  Utensils 
27 ;  Spinal  Carriages  3 ;  Wheel  Chairs  4 ;  Crutches  1  pair ;  Douching 
Apparatus  1 ;  Cradles  2. 

Surgical  dressings  have  been  done  in  5  cases  and  dressings  supplied  to 
one.  Enemata  has  been  administered  in  2  cases.  Temperature  Charts  have 
been  kept  in  6  cases,  Hypodermic  injections  given  in  one  case,  and  poulti¬ 
ces  applied  in  2  cases.  Nourishment  from  our  sick  relief  fund  has  been  given 
to  7  patients,  bed  and  personal  clothing  to  12. 

All  patients  who  are  unable  to  do  so  for  themselves  are  blanket-bathed 
once  weekly,  and  in  addition  are  washed  daily,  the  head,  back,  heels,  and 
all  dependent  parts,  also  the  mouth  cleansed  daily.  Many  of  our  patients 
are  in  such  an  advanced  condition  that  they  need  the  greatest  care  and 
handling  which  means  longer  time  devoted  to  them  than  others  less  ill. 

Table  VI. 

Number  of  Beds  available  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  in 


Institutions  on  the  31st  December.  1933 


Name  of 
Institution 

For  Pulmonary  Cases 

For  Non-Pulmonary  Cases 

Total 

Adults 

Children 
under  15 

Adults 

Children 
under  15 

Pelsall  Sanatorium 

29 

8 

— 

— 

37 

Goscote  Sanatorium 

Walsall 

22 

— 

— - 

— 

22 

Royal  Cripples’  Hospitals 

Birmingham 

— 

— 

2 

7 

9 

68 

96 


• 

CA 

•  H 

(A 

o 

3 

o 

K 

4> 

3 

H 


s 

o 


cc 

£ 


o 

JS 

*-* 

V 

o 


o 


c 

0) 


(6 

£ 


a 

3 

(A 

<y 

v« 

o> 

*■» 

<0 

•  rt 

-d 

a> 

s 

s 

•  FH 

<u 

M 


Grand 

Total 

co 

1 

CO 

to 

• 

1 

_ 

1 

lO 

iO 

Totals 

jd 

U 

u~\ 

• 

— 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ui 

— 

co 

— 

OO 

• 

• 

CO 

• 

Oi 

M. 

U-N 

Cs) 

— 

• 

— 

— 

lO 

CO 

z 

o 

H 

p 

H 

H 

m 

JZ 

More  than 

12  months. 
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Table  VIII. 

Return  showing  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  and  Observation 
during  the  year  in  Institutions  (other  than  Poor  Law  Institutions) 
approved  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 


In 

Institutions 
on  Jan.  1 . 

Admitted 
during  the 
year. 

Discharged 
during  the 
year. 

Died 
in  the 
Institutions. 

In 

Institutions 
on  Dec.  31 . 

Number  of 
doubtfully 
tuberculous 
cases  admitted 
for  observation 

Adult 

males 

2 

6 

7 

— 

1 

Adult 

females 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Children 

— 

9 

7 

— 

2 

Total 

2 

18 

17 

— 

3 

Number  of 
definitely 
tuberculous 
patients 
admitted  for 
treatment 

Adult 

males 

19 

51 

46 

10 

14 

Adult 

females 

19 

36 

34 

7 

14 

Children 

14 

19 

17 

2 

14 

Total 

52 

106 

97 

19 

42 

Grand  Total 

•  • 

• 

54 

124 

114 

19 

45 

Institutional  Treatment. 

In  the  previous  tables  as  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  are  given 
details  of  patients  belonging  to  Walsall  who  have  received  Institutional 
Treatment  under  the  Local  Tuberculosis  Scheme  whether  at  Pelsall 
Sanatorium,  Goscote  Sanatorium,  or  at  any  other  Institution  to  which  they 
have  been  sent  by  the  Local  Authority. 

From  Table  VI,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  average  of  68  beds  have  been 
available  for  Walsall  patients,  and  from  Table  VIII,  that  124  patients  were 
admitted  to  these  beds  during  the  year,  1 14  being  discharged  and  19  having 
a  fatal  termination. 


/ 
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Christian  Kunzle  Alpine  Homes,  Davos,  Switzerland. 

During  the  year,  three  patients  have  taken  advantage  of  Mr.  Kunzle  s 
scheme  for  treating  tuberculous  persons  at  his  Home  at  Davos,  Switzerland. 
All  had  treatment  there  for  three  months  or  more,  and  all  derived  much 
benefit  therefrom. 


PELSALL  SANATORIUM. 

On  January  1  st,  1 935,  there  were  1 1  males  and  8  females  under  treatment. 

During  the  year,  35  males,  26  females,  and  20  children  were  admitted, 
and  32  males,  25  females,  and  16  children  discharged. 

There  were  10  deaths.  4  males,  5  females  and  1  child.  In  25  of  the 
male  and  14  of  the  female  patients,  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum. 

Four  Ex-Servicemen,  chargeable  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions,  received 
treatment  at  the  Sanatorium  during  the  year. 

Of  the  total  admissions,  23  had  previously  had  a  course  of  sanatorium 
treatment,  10  were  classified  as  T.B.  P1  us  I.  15  as  T.B.  plus  II,  14  as  T.B. 
plus  111,21  as  d  .B.  minus,  6  were  non-pulmonary  cases,  and  15  cases  were 
admitted  for  the  purposes  of  observation. 

GOSCOTE  SANATORIUM. 

On  January  1st,  1935,  there  were  under  treatment  9  males,  10  females 
and  3  children  under  the  age  of  15. 

During  the  year,  22  males,  21  females  and  3  children  were  admitted 
and  20  males,  21  females  and  2  children  discharged. 

There  were  9  deaths,  6  males,  2  females  and  1  child.  In  13  of  the  male 
and  1 7  of  the  female  patients,  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum. 

Of  the  total  admissions,  13  had  previously  had  a  course  of  sanatorium 
treatment,  1 1  were  classified  as  T.B.  plus  I,  14  as  T.B.  plus  II,  5  as  T.B.  plus 
III,  1 1  as  T.B.  minus,  2  were  non-pulmonary  cases,  and  3  cases  were 
admitted  for  the  purposes  of  observation. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  has  proceeded  steadily  throughout  the 
year  and  appropriate  grants  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  patients. 

Of  the  general  funds,  the  balance  in  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
approximately  £18,  the  income  has  been  £34,  and  the  expenditure  £29, 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  financial  year  of  approximately 

£23. 


Of  the  Califra  Bequest,  £4  has  been  spent  on  the  erection  of  two 
Memorial  Tablets  at  Goscote  Sanatorium  in  connection  with  the  wireless 
installation  purchased  out  of  the  legacy.  A  further  £5  (approximately)  has 
been  utilised  for  the  benefit  of  patients,  leaving  a  balance  of  approximately 
£69  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year,  m  addition  to  the  sum  of  £300  invested. 

Early  in  the  year  it  was  decided  that  until  further  notice,  the  Committee 
should  meet  once  every  two  months  instead  of  each  month  as  previously. 

59  necessitous  cases  have  been  provided  with  gifts  of  clothing  by  the 
Civic  Guild  of  Help,  and  85  patients  have  received  extra  nourishment  for 
varying  periods  throughout  the  year. 

256  reports  on  cases  have  been  submitted  and  252  home  visits  paid  by 
the  Civic  Guild  of  Help. 

At  Christmas,  15  parcels  of  grocery,  1 1  baskets  of  fruit,  and  1  I  grants 
of  clothing  or  bed-clothing  were  sent  to  deserving  families  who  were  under 
the  care  of  the  Committee. 

In  addition,  the  Committee  have,  from  time  to  time  throughout  the 
year,  made  grants  of  clothing  and  boots,  bedclothes,  and  monetary  allow¬ 
ances  to  patients  in  necessitous  circumstances.  Twelve  patients  have  been 
provided  with  seeds. 

Various  Ex-Service  organisations  have  assisted  patients  by  making 
clothing,  sickness,  and  monetary  grants:  maintenance  grants  have  also 
been  obtained  to  help  families  while  the  husband  is  undergoing  Institutional 
treatment. 
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1  he  Guild  of  Help  continues,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  to  carry  out  the  work  of  investigation  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  report  at  the  meetings.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Guild  for  the  valuable 
assistance  they  have  given  to  the  Committee. 

The  After-Care  Committee  have  subscribed  three  guineas  to  the 
Walsall  Winter  Convalescent  Fund. 
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WALSALL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1935. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  School  Medical  Services 
for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1933. 

1.  STAFF. 

There  has  been  one  change  in  the  medical  staff  during  the  year,  Dr. 
Welton  succeeding  Dr.  Walker,  who  resigned  in  January,  on  his  appointment 
to  a  somewhat  similar  position  at  Swindon. 

2.  SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION. 


(a)  1 5  provided  Schools  with  40  departments ;  of  these 

(b)  1 1  are  Senior  Schools,  and 

(c)  2  are  Central  Schools  with  one  department  each. 

(d)  1 1  non-provided  Schools  with  18  departments,  of  these 

(e)  2  are  Senior  Schools. 

(f)  1  Open-Air  Day  School. 

(g)  The  Beacon  Residential  School,  Lichfield,  for  mentally 

defective  children. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  3 1  st  December,  1 935 
was  16,726,  and  the  average  attendance  during  the  year  was  15,209 
(excluding  the  Beacon  Residential  School). 
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3.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE  AND  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

During  the  year,  electric  lighting  was  installed  in  all  Departments  of 
Croft  Street,  Hillary  Street  and  North  Walsall  Schools.  We  are  pleased 
to  record  that  all  Council  Schools  have  now  been  installed  with  electric 
lighting.  Improvements  have  been  effected  by  the  removal  of  galleries  in 
the  Junior  Department  of  Hillary  Street  and  the  Infants’  Department  of 
Whitehall  Schools. 

A  new  drainage  system  has  been  laid  and  the  conveniences  converted 
from  pails  to  modern  wash  down  closets  at  the  Open  Air  Schools  in  Reeds- 
wood  Park,  an  improvement  of  the  utmost  value  to  this  school.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  conveniences  in  certain  other  schools  will  also  be  modernised  at  an 
early  date. 

Alterations  and  additions  to  the  Central  Department,  Elmore  Green 
School,  which  include  a  new  Domestic  Science  Centre,  Woodwork  Centre, 
Staff  rooms  and  additional  lavatory  accommodation,  are  at  present  being 
carried  out. 


4.  INSTRUCTION  IN  MOTHERCRAFT. 

Courses  of  lectures  and  practical  demonstrations  have  again  been  given 
by  Health  Visitors  to  Senior  Girls  during  their  last  term  at  school.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  however,  owing  to  the  rather  heavy  incidence  of  sickness  amongst  the 
staff,  we  were  unable  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  our  programme. 


5.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


During  the  year,  5,327  children  were  examined  at  routine  inspections 
as  follows : — 


Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 

Third  Age  Group 

Other  Routine  Inspections  . . 

Total  . . 


1,557 

1,715 

1,737 

318 


5,327 


as  against  5,307  in  1 934,  3,649  children  were  re-inspected  as  against  7,022,  and 
5,961  special  inspections  were  made  as  against  7,482. 


Of  individual  children  re-inspected  in  the  schools,  it  was  found  that 
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in  267  cases  satisfactory  treatment  had  been  obtained  and  the  defect  remedied, 
in  243  cases  treatment  had  produced  considerable  improvement,  but  in 
197  cases  no  treatment  of  any  kind  had  been  obtained.  Further  follow-up 
visits  to  the  homes  were  made  in  these  cases  which  would  be  kept  under 
observation. 

6.  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS  AND  ENQUIRY 

OFFICERS. 

The  relations  between  the  Head  Teachers,  Enquiry  Officers  and  the 
Nursing  and  Medical  Staffs  remain  of  the  most  cordial  and  mutually  helpful 
nature.  The  percentage  of  parents  who  attend  at  the  medical  inspection  of 
their  children  is  remarkably  good,  in  the  case  of  the  entrants,  87%  of  the 
parents  notified  of  the  medical  inspection  of  their  children  attended,  whilst 
in  the  case  of  the  second  age  group  71%  attended,  and  in  the  senior  group 
52%,  a  total  percentage  of  70.  The  co-operation  of  the  parents  is  an  essential 
feature  of  school  medical  inspection,  and  we  are  gratified  that  such  a  large 
percentage  of  the  mothers  of  our  first  age  group  should  attend  on  these 
occasions. 

In  a  certain  number  of  cases,  it  has  been  necessary  to  invite  the  help 
of  the  officers  of  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Children.  To  Inspector  Pateman  we  give  our  sincere  thanks 
for  his  valuable  help  in  dealing  with  defaulters. 

7.  THE  RESULTS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

1 1  '6°/0  or  620  children  out  of  a  total  of  5,327  examined  at  the  routine 
inspections  were  found  to  require  treatment  for  one  or  other  defect.  In  the 
case  of  the  entrants,  169  or  1 1%;  in  the  second  age  group,  225  or  12%;  in 
the  third  age  group,  209  or  1 2%,  and  of  other  routine  inspections,  37  children. 
Defective  vision  was  again  the  most  common  defect  found,  223  children 
requiring  treatment  for  errors  of  refraction,  and  28  for  squint.  In  ail,  750 
special  examinations  were  made  for  errors  of  refraction  and  squint.  Spectacles 
were  prescribed  in  387  cases  and  in  384  actually  obtained.  It  is  by  no  means 
an  easy  matter  to  persuade  parents  that  their  children  require  glasses,  even 
in  cases  of  myopia,  and  it  is  more  difficult  still  to  ensure  that  the  glasses,, 
once  obtained,  are  worn. 

Enlarged  tonsils  or  adenoids  were  found  in  153  cases.  Operative  treat-' 
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ment  was  obtained  in  137  cases,  67  under  the  Authority’s  scheme,  and 
70  privately. 

Physical  deformity  was  noted  in  75  cases,  of  which  the  most  common 
was  spinal  curvature,  46  children  suffering  from  this  defect. 

Following  upon  the  medical  inspection  in  the  schools,  the  health  visitors 
paid  1 , 100  visits  to  children  m  their  own  homes.  In  addition  to  spending  230 
half  days  at  medical  inspections  in  the  schools,  they  paid  362  visits  to  the 
schools  for  the  purpose  of  cleanliness  inspections,  38,896  children  being 
examined.  2,968  individual  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
verminous  conditions  of  head  or  body  and  1 , 1 99  notes  were  sent  to  parents 
respecting  these  children. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  in  such  cases,  either 
under  the  Education  Act,  1921,  or  under  the  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws. 

8.  MALNUTRITION. 

Acting  upon  the  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Education  Administrative 
Memorandum  No.  124,  31st  December,  1934,  particular  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  nutrition  of  the  school  child. 

The  full  classification  will  be  found  in  the  tables  of  statistics.  It  is  of 
interest  to  record  that  in  over  88%  of  all  the  children  examined  at  routine 
medical  inspection  in  the  three  age  groups,  nutrition  was  either  normal  (81%) 
or  excellent  (7%).  In  1 1  %  nutrition  was  slightly  subnormal,  whilst  in  only 
one  child  was  nutrition  stated  to  be  bad. 

The  arrangements  for  the  feeding  of  necessitous  school  children  are 
as  described  in  last  year’s  report,  there  being  two  feeding  centres,  at  Tantarra 
Street  and  Leamore,  where  mid-day  meals  are  served.  Other  children 
receive  a  pint  of  milk  at  school.  All  children  who  receive  either  dinners 
or  milk  are  weighed  and  measured  at  monthly  intervals :  they  are  kept  under 
the  regular  supervision  of  the  medical  staff  . 

During  the  year,  697  individual  children  received  either  a  mid-day 
meal  or  free  milk,  as  against  533  during  1934.  287  children  received  a 
mid-day  dinner,  and  449  milk  meals  (39  children  receiving  both  mid-day 
and  milk  meals  at  different  periods  during  the  year).  During  the  year, 
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42,359  dinners  and  49,160  milk  meals  were  provided.  210  children  were 
receiving  dinners  at  the  end  of  the  year,  449  being  in  receipt  of  milk. 

The  nutrition  of  the  school  child  is  satisfactory,  and  there  is  little 
evidence  that  children  are  suffering  from  lack  of  food.  We  regret,  however, 
to  record  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  evidence  that  many  children  are  suffering 
from  inadequate  rest.  Lack  of  sufficient  sleep  is  a  potent  factor  in  reducing 
the  vitality  of  young  children,  just  as  potent  as  inadequate  or  wrong  food. 
The  average  school  child  goes  to  bed  at  least  one  hour  too  late,  but  in  many 
cases  the  loss  of  sleep  is  much  greater  than  this.  Young  children  seldom 
go  to  bed  before  eight  or  nine  o’clock,  and  older  children  when  their  parents 
go.  This  is  much  too  late.  The  loss  of  sleep  has  a  cumulative  effect,  and  the 
child  s  nervous  and  physical  systems  suffer. 


MILK  MARKETING  BOARD  SCHEME. 

In  addition  to  the  children  referred  to  above,  the  number  of  children 
who  were  receiving  milk  under  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  Scheme  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  4,636,  as  compared  with  5,583  at  the  end  of  1 934. 

All  the  schools  in  the  Borough  have  not  yet  adopted  the  scheme,  and 
990  children  were  receiving  milk  substitutes,  cocoa,  etc. 


9.  SCHOOL  CLINICS. 


The  arrangements  in  force  at  the  school  clinics  remain  as  m  previous 
years.  During  the  year,  10,689  attendances  were  made  at  Bradford  Street, 
5,094  at  Littleton  Street,  and  4,506  at  Field  Road  Clinics,  as  against  16,259, 
4,973  and  4,099  respectively. 

10.  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 

The  number  of  children  seen  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  was 
294  against  373.  In  addition,  54  cases  were  sent  from  areas  under  the 
control  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  and  from  the  Borough  of 
Wednesbury.  The  number  of  new  cases  again  shows  a  decline  compared 
with  previous  years,  but  we  are  satisfied  that  there  are  very  few,  if  any, 
cases  of  physical  defect  m  the  Borough  which  do  not  receive  early  treatment. 

The  work  of  the  orthopaedic  clinic  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the  Council’s 
activities,  the  work  done  in  preventing  and  curing  deformity  being  of  the 
utmost  value.  It  is  work  which,  because  it  is  done  so  quietly  and  efficiently; 
attracts  but  little  attention. 
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407  Walsall  cases  were  seen  by  the  Surgeon-Specialist  during  the 
year  (294  Education,  27  Tuberculosis,  86  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare)  and 
1 1 53  attendances  were  made  by  these  patients  for  treatment. 

In  the  following  tables  is  given  an  analysis  of  the  work  done  at  the  Clinic : 


Paralysis 

Examined 

..  35 

Cured 

Improved 

1 

Rickets  . . 

5 

1 

— — 

Congenital  Deformities 

..  16 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

..  27 

— 

— 

Scoliosis 

..  33 

7 

4 

Foot  Deformities 

..  79 

7 

6 

Postural  Deformities  . . 

..  Ill 

28 

13 

Knock  Knees  . . 

..  25 

1 

4 

Bow  Legs 

..  22 

5 

2 

Torticollis 

..  4 

1 

1 

Other  Cases 

..  50 

5 

1 

Total 

407 

56 

33 

Of  the  56  cases  discharged  as  cured,  46  were  Education  cases  and  10 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  * 

In  addition  65  other  cases  were  discharged  from  the  Bradford  Street 
clinic  as  follows: — 


Transferred  to  Broad  St.  Clinic  (over  age)  8  cases 
Refused  treatment  . .  . .  . .  1!  it 

Non-attendance  . .  . .  . .  . .  7  m 

Referred  to  other  hospitals  . .  . .  4  m 

Under  own  doctor  . .  . .  . .  3  m 

No  treatment  advised  . .  . .  . .  24  m 

To  report  if  further  trouble  . .  . .  6  m 

Left  the  district  . .  . .  . .  . .  2  m 

Others  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  —  " 


Total  . .  65 


20  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,, 
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At  the  Massage  Clinic  180  Walsall  cases  were  dealt  with  (Education 
148,  Tuberculosis  1,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  29,  and  2  other  cases), 
these  cases  making  5,315  attendances  for  treatment. 


The  cases  dealt  with  included: — 

Scoliosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  91  cases. 


Flat  Feet 

•  •  •  • 

28 

n 

Rickets  . . 

•  •  •  • 

22 

H 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

•  • 

6 

ii 

Infantile  Hemiplegia 

•  •  •  • 

2 

ii 

Congenital  Dislocation  of  Hip 

— 

n 

Other  Congenital  Deformities 

5 

ii 

Birth  Palsy 

•  •  •  • 

3 

ti 

Torticollis 

•  •  •  • 

6 

n 

Monoplegia 

•  •  •  • 

8 

ii 

Diplegia 

•  9  0  « 

2 

ti 

Other  conditions 

•  •  •  • 

5 

n 

1 1 1  cases  were  discharged  from  treatment  during  the  year  (Education 

92,  Tuberculosis  1,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  18)  the  results  being  as 

follows : — 

Admitted  to 

Cured 

Improved 

Hospital 

Scoliosis . . 

24 

32 

1 

Flat  Feet 

2 

11 

— 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

2 

— 

Rickets  ... 

1 

5 

1 

Infantile  Hemiplegia  . . 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Congenital 

Deformities 

— 

3 

— ■ 

Birth  Palsy 

— 

— 

— - 

Monoplegia 

— 

5 

1 

Other  Conditions 

2 

3 

— 

29 

62 

3 

2  others  were  referred  to  Broad  Street,  1 1  ceased  attendance,  and  1 
refused  further  treatment. 
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1 6  Education  cases  were  admitted  from  the  Walsall  Clinic  for  in-patient 
treatment  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  or  at  The  Woodlands. 

Staffordshire  Education  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees 
continue  to  send  their  cases  to  our  Clinic,  as  do  also  the  Wednesbury  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees. 

During  the  year,  1  1 5  cases  (making  345  attendances)  sent  by  these 
authorities  were  seen  by  the  Surgeon  at  the  clinic ;  32  attended  the  Massage 
Department  for  treatment,  and  these  cases  made  596  attendances. 

11.  ULTRA  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC. 

The  arrangements  at  this  clinic  are  as  in  former  years,  there  being  no 
change  in  the  equipment  nor  in  the  routine  methods  of  dosage  or  treatment. 

53  school  children  were  treated  during  the  year  and  they  made  1110 
attendances  for  treatment. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  conditions  treated: — 


Debility  ..  ..  ..  ..  19 

Alopecia  . .  . ,  . .  . .  4 

Eye  affections  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Underweight  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Rheumatism  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Tuberculosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Other  conditions  . .  . .  . .  15 
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36  children  were  discharged  from  treatment,  the  results  being  as  follow: 


Cured 

Very  much 
Improved 

Improved 

Discontinued 

Treatment 

Total 

Debility . . 

O 

D 

— 

3 

3 

9 

Alopecia 

— 

— . 

— 

2 

2 

Eye  affections  . . 

— 

— 

I 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

1 

Underweight  .  . 

1 

— 

2 

2 

5 

Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  conditions 

6 

2 

6 

2 

16 

110 


During  the  year,  3,099  attendances  were  made  by  children  for  treatment 
as  against  3,008  during  1934. 

12.  TREATMENT  OF  RINGWORM. 

During  the  year,  5  cases  of  Ringworm  of  the  Scalp  were  treated  by 
means  of  X-Rays  at  the  Manor  Hospital.  The  results  were  most  satisfactory. 

13.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Non<-notifiable  Disease.  361  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  657  in  the  second  quarter,  79  in  the  third 
quarter,  and  !  in  the  fourth  quarter,  a  total  of  1,298  cases. 

34  cases  of  Mumps  were  notified  during  the  year. 

162  cases  of  Chickenpox  and  54  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  also 
notified  from  the  schools  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever.  272  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  to  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year,  171  in  children  of  school  age.  The  cases  were 
of  a  mild  type. 

Diphtheria.  81  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  to  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year,  as  against  69  in  1934.  Of  the  total,  47  were 
children  of  school  age. 

During  1 935,  a  further  821  children  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 
This  year  a  new  form  of  immunising  agent  was  used  whereby  immunity  is 
produced  with  a  single  injection.  In  previous  years  three  injections  were 
necessary. 

Of  the  total,  734  children  were  immunised  at  the  schools,  as  against  516 
in  1934.  In  addition,  87  children  were  immunised  at  the  various  clinics. 
626  children  treated  in  previous  years  were  re-tested.  Of  608  who  had 
been  previously  immunised,  76  were  found  to  be  still  susceptible  to  the 
disease,  and  65  of  these  received  a  single  dose  of  the  new  prophylactic. 
In  532  cases  immunity  had  been  established. 

Of  110  children  found  to  be  schick  positive,  or  susceptible  to  the 
disease,  previous  to  treatment,  99  were  found  to  be  negative  on  re-test 
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four  weeks  later,  1 1  remaining  positive.  10  of  these  were  subsequently 
re-tested  at  the  end  of  three  months,  when  2  were  found  to  have  had 
immunity  established,  the  other  8  being  still  susceptible.  That  is  to  say, 
90%  of  the  susceptible  children  had  become  immune  at  the  end  of  four 
weeks  after  treatment,  a  very  satisfactory  result. 

The  proportion  of  children  for  whom  consent  is  given  by  the  parents 
for  diphtheria  immunisation  is  still  low,  and  it  is  emphasised  that  every  child 
immunised  increases  the  ratio  of  immunes  to  susceptibles,  and  therefore 
limits  the  spread  of  this  grave  disease.  In  the  presence  of  an  epidemic,  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  requests  for  children  to  be  immunised  is 
encountered,  but  parents  are  reminded  of  the  desirability  of  having  their 
children  treated  at  the  first  opportunity,  either  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
for  those  who  are  under  school  age,  or  in  the  infant  departments  of  the 
schools,  and  not  to  wait  till  diphtheria  assumes  epidemic  form.  Such  delay 
may  hasten  the  onset  of  an  epidemic  of  a  disease  which,  though  serious 
and  too  frequently  fatal,  has  been  shown  to  be  preventable  with  practically 
no  discomfort  to  the  individual. 

During  the  eight  years  ending  1935,  10,586  children  and  adults  have 
been  dealt  with,  and  8,105  have  been  protected  against  the  disease.  During 
that  time  there  have  been  no  deaths  and  only  6  cases  of  clinical  diphtheria 
amongst  children  under  the  age  of  1 5  years  who  had  been  immunised  more 
than  six  months.  Dunng  the  same  period,  amongst  unprotected  children 
of  the  same  age,  there  have  been  770  cases  and  87  deaths. 

14.  OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL. 

We  have  pleasure  in  including  the  following  most  interesting  report 
furnished  by  the  Headmistress,  Miss  C.  A.  Claydon,  upon  the  work  of  the 
Open  Air  School. 

'Another  year  of  quiet  but  successful  work  has  been  accomplished  in 
this  school  in  its  pleasant  park  surroundings.  This  is  the  seventeenth  year 
of  the  school’s  existence,  and  already  800  children  have  benefited  from 
the  healthy  environment,  individual  care,  good  food,  and  happy  conditions 
which  prevail  here. 

At  present  the  school  accommodates  60  scholars,  but  it  is  proposed  to 
extend  it  during  the  coming  year  in  order  to  provide  for  an  additional  30 
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children.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  extension  will  fulfil  a  most  useful 
purpose,  as  there  are  many  other  children  in  the  town  suffering  from 
similar  disabilities  to  those  of  our  present  scholars.  A  summary  of  what 
those  defects  are,  in  respect  of  the  children  now  in  the  school,  may  be  of 
interest.  They  are  as  follows : — 

Anaemia  and  Debility  1 6 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  9 

Tuberculous  Glands  . .  4 

Fibrosis  of  Lungs  .  .  5 

Tuberculous  Abdomen  4 

Malnutrition  . .  .  .  3 

Tuberculous  Hip  .  .  2 

Tuberculous  Knee  . .  1 

Infantile  Paralysis  . .  2 

It  will  be  readily  understood  that  such  children  would  have  very 
broken  school  careers  if  on  the  books  of  a  normal  school,  and  would  be 
unable  to  carry  out  the  full  day  s  work  satisfactorily.  Here,  however,  the 
work  is  lightened  for  them  by  suitable  intervals  for  lunch,  recreation,  and 
the  mid-day  rest ;  and  some  of  the  actual  working  hours  are  given  to  out-door 
pursuits  and  the  more  recreative  forms  of  physical  training.  In  this  way 
these  delicate  children  are  enabled  to  carry  on  without  undue  fatigue,  and 
to  attend  much  more  regularly  than  they  were  able  to  do  at  their  own  schools. 

With  regard  to  the  mental  progress  of  these  children,  we  find  that 
quite  75%  of  them  are  definitely  backward  on  admission  owing  to  their 
sub-normal  health  and  long  absence  from  school.  A  definite  advance  in 
intellectual  attainment  is  seen  in  almost  every  case  before  the  children  leave 
us.  This  improvement  may  be  attributed  to  the  following  causes : 

(1)  The  invigorating  effect  of  an  open  air  life  upon  these  debilitated 
children. 

(2)  The  sympathetic  personal  attention  which  is  given  to  each  child 
during  every  phase  of  the  day’s  routine. 

(3)  The  grouping  of  children  with  others  of  their  own  level  of  attain¬ 
ment  for  subjects  in  which  they  are  backward,  without  undue 
regard  to  age. 


Congenital  Heart  Disease  1 
Asthma  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Debility  after  Measles  .  .  1 

Debility  after  Pleurisy  .  .  1 

Scoliosis  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ulcers  of  the  Eyes  .  .  1 

Conjunctivitis  . .  .  .  1 

Pre-tuberculous  .  .  7 
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(4)  The  inclusion  of  a  considerable  amount  of  practical  work  and 
handicraft  in  the  curriculum.  Some  vmy  backward  children  are 
encouraged  by  finding  that  they  can  hold  their  own  in  these 
subjects,  and  thus  lose  the  feeling  of  inferiority  which  they  previ¬ 
ously  had. 

(3)  The  stimulating  effect  of  lessons  in  Country  Dancing,  Physical 
Training,  and  Dramatic  work. 

Amongst  the  special  events  of  the  year  were : — 

(1)  The  Jubilee  Tea  Party  was  held  on  May  10th.  With  the  help  of 
the  children  the  school  was  gaily  decorated  for  the  occasion. 
Suitable  sports  were  held  before  tea,  and  after  a  much  enjoyed  meal, 
community  singing  of  national  songs  was  entered  into  with  great 
enthusiasm. 

(2)  The  Mayor’s  Party  to  the  scholars  was  given  on  July  5th.  The 
Mayor,  accompanied  by  members  of  the  Education  Committee, 
the  Director  of  Education  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  first 
paid  an  official  visit  to  the  school  and  saw  the  scholars’  handicrafts 
and  dramatic  work.  The  children  were  then  conveyed  by  bus 
to  the  Council  House,  received  in  the  Mayor’s  Parlour,  and 
delightfully  entertained  to  tea. 

(3)  An  Op  en  Session  for  parents  and  friends  was  held  on  September 
27th  in  connection  with  Walsall  Civic  Week.  There  was  a  crowded 
attendance  at  this  function,  when  the  scholars  entertained  the 
visitors  with  musical  work,  dancing  and  plays.  The  visitors  saw 
also  an  exhibition  of  craft  work  and  needlework  done  in  the  school. 

(4)  Christmas  plays  and  carols  were  rendered  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes¬ 
day,  December  17th  and  18th.  On  one  of  these  occasions,  Dr. 
L.  C.  Adam,  who  shows  unfailing  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
scholars,  kindly  attended  and  presented  the  prizes  for  the  term  s 
work.” 

15.  NURSERY  CLASSES. 

All  Children  attending  Nursery  classes  were  medically  examined  during 
the  Autumn  term  as  specials,  a  careful  note  of  each  defect  being  made.  Of 
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323  children  under  the  age  of  5  years,  no  less  than  78  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  one  or  more  defects. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  defects  found. 


No.  of  Children 
suffering  from 


Defective  Teeth  . .  .  .  16 

Enlarged  Tonsils  or  Adenoids 

or  both  . .  . .  .  .  26 

Strabismus  .  .  . .  . .  3 

Impetigo  . .  . .  .  .  8 

Heart  Disease  .  .  . .  .  .  3 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  16 

Physical  Defects  .  .  .  .  6 

Other  Conditions  . .  . .  17 


No.  of  Children 
requiring  treatment 
16 

10 

8 

1 

9 
3 

10 


Total  .  .  .  .  99 


37 


The  principal  defects  noted  were  the  presence  of  enlarged  tonsils  or 
adenoids,  26  children  suffering  from  this  defect,  16  were  suffering  from 
dental  caries,  16  from  bronchitis,  which  in  several  cases  was  a  sequela  of  a 
previous  attack  of  whooping  cough.  Eight  children  were  suffering  from 
affections  of  the  skin,  mostly  of  a  mild  nature,  and  five  were  suffering  from 
squint. 

Miss  Blenkinsop  has  very  kindly  sent  the  following  report  upon  the 
work  of  her  Nursery  Class  at  Hillary  Street  School : 

‘‘Another  year  has  passed,  and  we  feel  that  whilst  nothing  new  has 
transpired  in  our  Nursery  Class,  we  are  further  established  as  an  adequate 
means  in  providing  opportunity  whereby  children  under  five  may  have 
medical  care  and  general  educational  training. 

In  previous  reports,  routine  and  equipment  have  been  discussed.  It 
has  been  brought  home  to  us,  as  teachers,  the  marked  difference  between 
development  of  children  entering  at  four  and  those  entering  a  year  later, 
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that  perhaps  it  would  be  enlightening  to  report  on  some  of  the  obvious 
results  of  Nursery  Class  training. 

In  the  first  place,  although  there  is  no  ‘fussing’’  or  “coddling”  with 
entrants,  each  child  settles  down  at  its  own  pace.  For  example,  we  often 
admit  children  who  stand  still  when  games  are  being  played.  We  do  not 
force  a  child  to  take  part,  but  children  soon  lose  shyness  and  enter  into 
the  joy  of  movement  and  companionship. 

Through  various  activities,  development  in  the  child’s  thought,  feeling 
and  conduct  takes  place.  For  example, 

When  the  Child  arrives  at  school,  he  learns 

(1)  How  to  take  off  coat  and  hat  and  how  to  fasten  and  unfasten  his 
coat. 

(2)  How  to  lace,  button  and  buckle  shoes. 

(3)  How  to  hang  clothes  on  right  pegs. 

When  washing,  he  learns 

(1)  To  carry  water  carefully. 

(2)  To  wash  and  dry  hands  properly. 

(3)  To  empty  away  dirty  water,  and  to  see  that  bowl  is  clean  before 
he  puts  it  away. 

When  preparing  and  eating  lunch,  he  learns  how 


(1) 

lo  set 

table. 

(2) 

To  carry  milk  without  spilling. 

(3) 

To  be  ] 

polite  at  table, 

(a) 

To  talk  quietly. 

(b) 

To  eat  slowly. 

(c) 

To  give  to  children  who  have  no  lunch. 

(d) 

To  drink  and  eat  quietly. 

When  playing  with  toys,  clay  or  sand,  he  learns 

(1)  To  put  things  away  in  right  place. 

(2)  To  share  with  others. 

(3)  To  improve  his  building. 

(4)  Not  to  spill  sand  or  drop  clay  about  the  floor. 
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Children  also  learn  to  appreciate  clean  clothes  and  clean  plates,  tidiness 
and  orderliness.  By  utilizing  the  child  tendency  to  repeat  the  same  action 
over  and  over  again,  we  are  giving  him  opportunity  to  strengthen  the  habit. 
When  ws  encourage  him  to  set  a  table  day  after  day,  to  choose  his  own 
towel,  to  dry  his  hands,  so  we  are  using  in  play,  actions  performed  by  the 
adult  and  thus  a  habit  is  formed  unconsciously. 


Children  in  the  Nursery  Class  know  there  is  a  definite  place  for  every¬ 
thing  in  the  room,  for  the  rocking-horse,  for  see-saw,  for  towels.  Orderliness 
is  necessary  if  35  little  people  hv?  together  doing  different  things. 


Further,  the  habit  of  repetition  is  helpful  in  speech  training.  It  is 
appalling  the  number  of  children  who  enter  the  Nursery  Class  talking 
“baby-talk.” 


When  Open  Days  are  held  or  meetings  in  the  evenings,  parents  are 
urged  to  speak  clearly,  slowly,  and  distinctly  to  their  children,  and  they 
are  advised  to  definitely  correct  faults.  The  Nursery  children  have  ample 
opportunities  to  repeat  jingles  or  words  arranged  in  pattern.  They  move 
to  these,  and  the  joy  of  movement  and  rhythm  helps  to  correct  any  defects 
in  speech  caused  through  “baby-talk.” 

Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  developments  through  Nursery  Class  is  the 
connecting  of  home  and  School,  and  the  relationship  between  home  and 
school  is  much  more  happy  than  before  the  establishment  of  a  Nursery  Class. 


All  kinds  of  things  are  discussed  with  parents — Johnny’s  inability  to 
mix  with  other  children,  Frank’s  destructiveness,  Ruth’s  slowness,  Mary’s 
quarrelsomeness.  This  friendly  relationship  at  an  early  stage  of  a  child’s 
caieer  is  surely  for  the  ultimate  good  of  all  children,  and  we  are  convinced 
that,  through  the  companionship  and  the  happiness  and  the  early  education 
in  habit  formation  the  child  receives  in  the  Nursery  Class  makes  its  inclusion 
in  an  Infant’s  School  quite  worth  while.  We  should  be  glad  to  have  a 
playground  and  an  entrance  and  exit  for  the  Nursery  Class  alone,  we  should 
be  glad  of  hot  water  in  the  classroom,  we  wish  it  were  possible  to  have  a 
sleeping  porch,  but  until  these  things  are  available  we  feel  our  efforts  so  far 
have  not  been  in  vam. 
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16.  THE  HOLIDAY  CAMP. 

912  children  spent  some  time  at  the  school  camp  during  the  year, 
672  for  a  whole  week  and  240  for  a  week-end.  The  camp  has  always  been 
handicapped  by  the  lack  of  open  ground,  but  fortunately  this  handicap  has 
been  removed  by  the  purchase  of  two  acres  of  clear  ground  adjoining  the 
camp  site. 

In  addition,  the  Poor  Children’s  Country  Holiday  Society  sent  away  no 
fewer  than  185  children,  1 16  of  these  to  holiday  homes  in  the  country  and 
69  to  the  seaside. 

17.  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

(a)  Blind.  Five  totally  blind  and  two  partially  blind  children  are  being 
educated  at  various  special  schools  certified  for  the  purpose.  In  addition, 
4  partially  blind  children  are  attending  elementary  schools  in  the  Borough, 
7  others  not  being  at  school. 

(b)  Deaf.  Eight  totally  deaf  and  2  partially  deaf  are  being  educated 
at  special  schools,  2  totally  deaf  and  2  partially  deaf  not  being  at  school. 

(c)  Cripples.  The  total  number  of  children  suffering  from  a  degree 
of  crippling  sufficiently  severe  to  interfere  with  a  child’s  normal  mode  of 
life  was  52.  Of  that  number,  41  were  in  attendance  at  the  elementary 
schools,  and  3  at  certified  schools. 

(d)  Heart  Disease.  32  children  are  known  to  have  Heart  Disease 
of  a  severe  degree,  1 7  of  these  being  in  attendance  at  the  elementary  schools, 
and  10  not  at  school. 

The  majority  of  these  children  are  kept  under  observation  at  the 
Rheumatic  Clinic  which  is  conducted  on  Saturday  mornings  at  the  Littleton 
Street  Clinic  by  Dr.  F.  Welton,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  clinic. 

Rheumatic  Clinic.  The  Rheumatic  Clinic  has  continued  to  serve 
as  a  means  for  keeping  under  observation  those  children  who  (a)  have 
received  medical  treatment  for  rheumatism  at  home  or  at  an  institution, 
and  (b)  have  been  suspected  of  rheumatism  at  a  routine  school  medical 
inspection. 
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The  early  recognition  of  the  rheumatic  tendency  is  a  most  important 
measure  in  preventing  heart  disease,  but  the  early  symptoms  are  by  no 
means  conspicuous. 

The  prevention  and  limitation  of  heart  disease  requires  regular  re¬ 
examinations  of  the  child,  as  it  is  not  always  obvious  to  the  parents  how 
their  children  are  faring  in  this  complaint. 

The  general  environment  of  the  child  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
parents  are  urged  to  provide  good  clothing,  watertight  footgear,  warm  and 
dry  rooms,  and  wholesome  food  as  far  as  is  economically  possible. 

Removal  of  any  septic  foci  such  as  decayed  teeth,  septic  tonsils,  etc., 
is  advised,  and  the  general  health,  which,  in  practically  all  cases  sent  to  the 
clinic,  is  poor,  is  built  up  with  the  aid  of  iron  tonics,  cod  liver  oil,  and  sun- 
ray  treatment. 


The  care  of  the  rheumatic  child  is  a  matter  of  rather  dull  routine 
spread  over  a  long  period.  It  needs  the  co-operation  of  parents  in  a  rather 
special  degree.  Such  prolonged  care  and  supervision  are  well  worth  carrying 
out  in  the  endeavour  to  prevent  heart  disease,  and  to  limit  the  degree  of 
damage  in  cases  where  the  heart  is  already  affected. 

A  classification  of  the  cases  attending  the  clinic  is  given  below: — 


No.  of  cases  on  register  on  31st  December,  1934 
No.  of  new  cases  in  1935 
Total  cases  now  on  register  . . 

Total  attendance  of  new  cases 
Total  attendances 
No.  of  sessions 
Average  per  session 

The  following  are  particulars  of  cases  attending  r 


Rheumatic. 

Cases  with  heart  involvement .  . 
Cases  without  heart  mvolvement- 
Post  rheumatic  anaemia  . . 
Post  rheumatic  debility  . . 
Choreiform  symptoms 


Males 

15 

1 

2 

4 


Females 

21 


62 

33 

57 

183 

375 

49 

77 


Total 

36 

1 

3 

5 


Total  45 
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N  on-rheumatic. 

Heart  disease — Congenital  .  .  1  j 

post  measles  . .  1  , 

other  causes  .  .  3  ' 

General  debility 
Functional  heart  bruits 


3 

1 

6 

Total  12 


The  work  of  the  Rheumatic  Clime  is  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  hospital 
beds.  Hospital  treatment,  and  by  that  we  mean  complete  rest  m  bed,  is 
particularly  valuable  m  early  cases.  Even  early  cases  require  prolonged 
rest  under  sunny  and  airy  conditions.  The  provision  of  a  ward  especially 
devoted  to  rheumatic  children  is  one  of  the  most  pressing  of  the  requirements 
of  both  the  Education  and  the  Health  Committees. 

19.  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  educable  mentally  defective 
(feebleminded)  children  ascertained  was  173  as  against  169  at  the  end  of 
1934.  In  addition,  17  children  were  notified  to  the  Statutory  Committee 
under  Section  2  (subsections  2a,  2b  and  4)  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Regula¬ 
tions  as  follows : — 

1  dlOt&  ..  »»  a  .  a.  a  a  a.  a. 

Imbeciles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Unable  to  be  instructed  in  a  special  school  .  .  .  .  — 

Notified  on  leaving  a  special  school  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

As  noted  in  previous  reports,  the  lack  of  special  day  classes  in  the 
Borough  for  children  of  this  type  is  a  handicap.  A  few  classes  for  retarded 
children  have  already  been  formed  in  the  Senior  Schools  and  these  are  doing 
much  valuable  work.  We  still,  however,  suffer  from  some  difficulty  in  the 
notification  of  mentally  defective  children  who  leave  school  at  the  age  of 
14  but  who  cannot  be  passed  over  to  the  Statutory  Committee  until  the  age 
of  1 6.  Every  endeavour  is  made,  however,  by  the  Voluntary  Association  for 
Mental  Welfare  to  supervise  these  children  and  to  keep  a  friendly  eye  upon 
them. 
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The  following  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Voluntary  Mental 
Welfare  Association  during  the  year  for  the  Education  Authority  in  the 
way  of  supervision  and  after-care  has  been  received. 

Ascertainment  at  31st  December,  1935: — 

Feeble-minded  ..  ..  ..  ..  171 

Epileptic  and  Borderline  . .  .  .  .  .  168 

Total  . .  . .  339 

713  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  homes  of  children  dui  mg  the  year. 

25  children  were  in  residence  at  the  Beacon  School,  Lichfield. 

29  names  were  removed  from  the  Register  on  attaining  the  age  of  16 
years,  2  on  leaving  the  district,  and  6  aftercare  being  no  longer  necessary. 

During  the  year,  48  cases  were  added  to  the  Register  and  visits  paid. 

Feeble-minded  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  15 

Epileptic  and  Borderline  .  .  .  .  .  .  33 

Total  .  .  .  .  48 


During  the  year,  59  feeble-minded  and  borderline  children  have  left 
elementary  schools  on  attaining  the  age  of  14  years.  42  of  these  children  have 
obtained  work  in  factories  and  workshops,  on  farms  and  in  domestic  service. 
Some  of  them  are  doing  quite  remarkably  well,  the  unsuitability  of  machine 
work  for  mentally  defective  persons  has,  however,  shown  itself  m  several 
minor  accidents.  One  boy  in  particular  has  suffered  three  accidents  since 
commencing  work. 

The  Beacon  School,  Lichfield,  continues  to  show  what  can  be  done  with 
the  most  unpromising  material  when  children  have  been  removed  to  a  clean, 
healthy  environment  and  given  individual  attention  and  training.  Several 
of  the  children  who  have  left  recently  are  in  remunerative  employment,  and 
are  a  real  help  to  their  parents. 


It  is  to  be  deplored  that  in  spite  of  what  is  being  done  in  the  way  of 
early  ascertainment,  cases  continue  to  come  to  our  notice  only  after  some 
serious  trouble  has  arisen.  Had  they  been  known  to  us  while  still  at  school, 
much  could  have  been  done  by  friendly  advice  and  warning  to  emphasise  to 
parents  the  need  of  strict  care  and  supervision. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor  (Superintendent  of  the  Beacon  School)  sends  the 
following  report  on  the  work  of  the  School  during  the  year : — 

Admissions  and  Discharges. 

During  the  whole  of  the  year  under  review,  we  maintained  our  numbers. 
16  new  pupils  were  admitted  and  15  discharged.  The  admissions  were  of  a 
slightly  lower  type  generally,  their  average  Intelligence  Quotient  being  only 
62  as  compared  with  an  average  of  70  among  the  leave-takers.  The  average 
age  of  the  admissions  was  10  years.  Of  the  fifteen  children  discharged,  only 
2  were  Walsall  cases,  and  both  went  straight  into  employment. 

Heaith. 

The  children  continued  to  enjoy  good  health  throughout  the  year.  Our 
doctor’s  bill  of  less  than  £6  for  the  twelve  months  was  the  lowest  on  record. 
The  fit  appearance  of  the  children  has  been  commented  upon  by  all  observers, 
while  the  children’s  growth  graphs  upon  which  are  plotted  their  measure¬ 
ments  every  three  months,  reveal  the  interesting  fact  that  two-thirds  of  our 
number  exceed  the  normal  child  in  height  or  m  weight. 

Although  a  most  serious  outbreak  of  measles,  the  worst  epidemic  for 
many  years,  was  ravaging  the  Lichfield  district  during  the  spring,  we 
developed  one  case  only.  The  patient  was  speedily  removed  to  the  Goscote 
Isolation  Hospital.  Apart  from  this  one  instance,  we  had  no  infection 
during  the  year. 

Three  children  were  treated  for  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  in  each 
instance  physical  and  mental  progress  has  been  more  rapid  since  the  operation. 

Education  and  Training. 

The  work  of  the  School  proceeded  steadily,  and  much  good  work  was 
turned  out  by  many  of  our  pupils.  In  scholastic  work,  in  handicrafts,  in  the 
garden  and  in  the  house  the  boys  and  girls  alike  did  very  creditably,  and 
displayed  a  keenness  for  progress  that  was  commendable.  The  girls 
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needlework  and  the  boys’  cobbling  and  woodwork  attained  to  a  standard 
that  was  definitely  much  superior  to  any  previous  years.  Many  of  our 
pupils  now  seem  to  find  quite  as  much  pleasure  m  reading  as  does  the 
average  elementary  school  child,  but  their  powers  of  concentration  often 
do  not  permit  of  them  enjoying  anything  more  exacting  than  a  very  short 
story  and  the  ubiquitous  comic. 

The  physical  development  of  the  elder  children  was  considerably  aided 
by  the  regular  use  of  the  gymnastic  equipment  in  the  case  of  the  boys,  and  by 
the  health  and  beauty  exercises  in  the  case  of  the  girls.  Boys  and  girls  alike 
now  perform  their  various  exercises  with  commendable  skill,  and  many  of 
the  boys  have  developed  a  pluck  and  a  self  confidence  gratifying  to  observe. 

The  moral  training  of  the  children  received  due  attention  and  steady 
improvement  in  behaviour  was  made  throughout  the  School.  The  more 
senior  boys  and  girls  now  display  an  increased  readiness  to  assume  responsi¬ 
bility,  and  all  evince  some  concern  in  the  matter  of  conduct  marks,  d  wo 
boys  have  shown  themselves  so  trustworthy  and  so  capable  as  to  warrant 
their  appointment  as  prefects — a  new  and  an  encouraging  development. 
During  the  year,  eight  children  were  prepared  for  and  duly  confirmed,  their 
parents  consenting. 

Recreation  and  Leisure. 

The  out-of-schcol  activities  of  the  children  were  fully  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  According  to  season,  the  boys  played  football  or 
cricket,  and  several  football  matches  were  played  against  the  Lichfield 
Scouts,  all  of -which  were  keen  games.  At  cricket,  we  met  th?  Chuckery 
School,  and  we  won  by  a  handsome  margin  of  runs.  In  all  their  games  the 
boys  played  with  increased  enthusiasm  and  confidence,  and  their  attitude 
towards  their  opponents  was  always  sportsmanlike  and  friendly  in  the  extreme. 

Our  Scouts  and  Guides  have  continued  their  specialised  training,  and 
the  Guide  Company  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  scoring  a  tie  for  the  top 
place  in  the  District  in  the  open  Drill  Competition,  thus  securing  possession 
of  the  trophy  for  six  months.  Our  Scouts  and  Guides  have  displayed  a 
keenness  to  improve  their  efficiency  and  to  earn  badges,  and  they  are  develop¬ 
ing  an  espnt-de-corps.  The  troops  are  small,  and  it  is  regarded  as  an  honour 
for  a  boy  or  girl  to  be  enrolled.  The  Scouts  had  several  short  spells  under 
canvas  during  the  summer  and  they  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  experiences. 
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The  swimming  season  was  particularly  successful  this  year.  From  May 
until  October,  the  swimming  bath  was  in  constant  demand  and  was  thoroughly 
appreciated  by  all  the  children.  A  total  of  19,  23%  of  our  number,  were 
passed  out  as  learners. 

Our  monthly  social  evenings  were  held  regularly  and  afforded  the 
children  considerable  delight.  The  older  children  displayed  more  and 
more  initiative  and  gave  increasing  assistance  in  the  carrying  through  of  the 
programme  of  games,  etc. 

Special  Events. 

Prize  Day  was  held  on  December  12th,  when  in  the  absence  of  our 
Chairman,  Councillor  Fletcher,  the  Mayor  of  Walsall,  the  chair  was  taken 
by  Councillor  Haden.  A  very  representative  gathering  of  friends  including 
a  number  of  Head  Teachers  from  Walsall  and  from  the  Lichfield  district, 
witnessed  the  proceedings.  The  prizes  were  presented  by  the  Mayoress, 
Miss  M.  I.  Fletcher,  and  the  children  gave  an  entertainment  which,  in 
quality,  was  considered  much  superior  to  any  previous  effort.  The  singing, 
especially  the  solos  and  the  duet,  was  warmly  applauded,  and  the  displays  of 
drill  and  of  club-swmgmg  were  greatly  admired.  Many  of  the  children 
had  spent  much  of  their  leisure  time  learning  recitations,  some  of  which 
were  also  included  in  the  programme.  The  exhibition  of  work  included 
specimens  of  cobbling,  of  woodwork,  of  cookery,  needlework  and  laundering, 
and  undoubtedly  it  was  the  best  display  we  have  yet  staged.  After  all  visitors 
had  left,  the  children  enjoyed  a  party  as  a  fitting  conclusion  to  a  happy  and 
successful  day. 

Jubilee  Day  will  live  long  in  the  memories  of  our  children  as  a  day  of 
outstanding  happiness  and  of  public  rejoicing.  Everything  was  done  to  make 
the  occasion  a  memorable  one,  and  from  daybreak  until  close  of  day  there 
was  not  a  dull  moment  for  any  of  our  pupils.  The  principal  events  of  the 
day  for  them  were  the  Children’s  Service,  which  was  attended  by  all  the 
elementary  school  children  of  the  city,  the  entertainment  afterwards  at  the 
Regal  Cinema,  the  afternoon  Sports  Programme  in  the  Recreation  Ground, 
the  high  tea  provided  by  the  City  Council,  the  conjuring  performance  by 
Mr.  Jeffries,  the  Empire  Radio  Programme,  including  the  King’s  Speech  to 
the  children  of  the  Empire,  and  finally  the  tour  of  the  City  at  a  late  hour  to 
see  the  illuminations  and  the  fireworks. 
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Vacations. 

Both  in  the  summer  and  again  at  Christmas  a  certain  number  of  the 
children  were  granted  holidays  as  in  former  years,  but  a  larger  number 
remain  at  School  on  these  occasions.  For  their  summer  holiday,  forty-three 
children  stayed  at  School  and  enjoyed  a  thoroughly  happy  time.  They  were 
taken  for  a  day  to  the  seaside,  to  Rhyl,  they  visited  Sutton  Park,  Milford 
Downs,  Norton  Pool,  etc.,  and  they  enjoyed  numerous  picnic  teas  in  the 
nearer  vicinity  of  the  School.  At  Christmas,  fifty  children  remained  here 
for  the  holiday,  which  they  spent  together  m  thoroughly  happy  fashion. 

Staff. 

Two  members  of  the  teaching  staff  of  the  School  resigned  their  appoint¬ 
ments  during  the  year,  namely,  Mrs.  G.  M.  Fraser  and  Miss  J.  M.  Carey, 
having  served  on  the  staff  for  five  years  and  for  three  years  respectively. 

Premises. 

A  very  decided  improvement  was  made  in  the  boys’  washroom  and 
bathroom  during  the  year  by  part  tiling  the  walls  and  by  introducing  a  new 
i un-off  for  waste  water.  These  rooms  are  now  very  much  more  comfortable 
and  satisfactory. 

The  Manual  Instruction  Rooms  were  decorated  during  the  summer. 

New  trees  and  shrubs  provided  during  the  late  autumn  have  greatly 
improved  the  appearance  of  the  School  front  and  the  children’s  playing  field. 

19.  DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

* 

The  following  report  upon  the  work  of  the  School  Dental  Service  has 
been  supplied  by  Mr.  D.  A.  Parsons,  Senior  Dental  Surgeon. 

“The  figures  for  this  year  show  a  vast  difference  from  those  of  any 
previous  year,  due,  of  course,  to  the  fact  that  they  are  the  result  of  the 
combined  efforts  of  Mr.  Cookson  at  the  Bloxwich  Clinic  and  myself  at 
Bradford  Street  Clinic. 

During  the  year,  22  schools  out  of  28  have  been  inspected,  9  in  the 
Bloxwich  area  and  13  in  the  Walsall  area.  This  means  that  while  it  has 
been  possible  for  Mr.  Cookson  to  complete  his  full  round  of  the  schools, 
there  remain  in  Walsall  6  schools  which  I  have  not  had  time  to  visit.  While 
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this  is  an  improvement  on  previous  years,  the  position  still  remains  most 
unsatisfactory,  and  will  grow  more  so  each  year  for  the  next  five  years  as  the 
number  of  children  under  our  charge  increases.  I,  therefore,  estimate  that 
during  1936,  it  will  only  be  possible  for  me  to  visit  approximately  9  schools 
in  the  Walsall  area,  leaving  9  unvisited.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  an 
increase  in  the  Dental  Staff  of  at  least  one  officer  is  an  immediate  necessity, 
while  others  will  be  needed  later  to  cope  with  the  work. 

Apart  from  the  general  increase  m  figures,  the  most  noteworthy  item  is 
the  number  of  general  aneesthetics  administered;  2,476,  as  against  233  in 
1934,  an  increase  of  2,243.  We  have  found  that  in  addition  to  the  fact  that 
a  general  anaesthetic  for  children  is  far  more  efficacious  than  a  local,  it  is 
also  more  popular  with  the  parents  and  children.  It  is  now  quite  a  common 
occurrence  for  a  child  to  ask  if  it  may  have  "gas.” 

While  it  is  possible  to  say  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  state  of  the 
children  s  teeth  m  Walsall,  yet  one  cannot  close  one  s  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
the  majority  of  children  leaving  school  to-day  have  septic  mouths. 

I  should,  therefore,  like  to  see  the  present  scheme  extended  so  that  it 
would  be  possible  for  the  School  Dentist  to  inspect  and  treat  to  the  fullest 
extent  every  child  about  to  leave  school.  In  this  way  he  would  be  satisfying 
the  ultimate  aim  of  the  entire  school  service,  and  producing  the  maximum 
results  for  his  time  and  efforts. 


20.  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

739  pupils  at  Queen  Mary’s  Schools  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
445  (316  boys,  129  girls)  as  routine  inspections,  and  293  (171  boys,  122  girls) 
as  revisions. 

The  principal  defects  found  to  require  treatment  were  defective  vision 
21  cases,  dental  caries  69  cases . 


Revisions,  1935. 

Defect  cured 
ii  improved 
M  not  improved  . . 
No  treatment  received 


Boys 

Girls 

55 

29 

42 

59 

30 

20 

44 

14 

171 

122 

Total 
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As  in  former  reports,  one  records  with  regret  the  great  amount  of 
dental  caries  which  exists.  69  pupils  out  of  a  total  of  445  examined  or 
15  5%  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  dental  caries  requiring  treatment. 
There  were  also  21  cases  of  defective  vision  requiring  treatment. 

In  necessitous  cases,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Headmaster  or  Head¬ 
mistress  arrangements  are  made  for  the  pupils  concerned  to  have  treatment 
at  the  various  minor  or  special  clinics. 

2L  STATISTICAL  TABLES* 

The  Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  are  appended. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant. 


JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK, 


School  Medical  Officer. 
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AREA:  WALSALL  C.B. 
Table  I. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  YEAR  ENDED  31st 

DECEMBER,  1935. 


A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Entrants  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,557 

Second  Age  Group  ..  ..  ..  1,715 

Third  Age  Group  . 1 ,737 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  ..  ..  318 

— — —  T otal  5,327 

B.  Other  Inspections. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re- Inspections 


..  5,961 
..  3,649 

- -  Total  9,610 


Table  II.A 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  3  1st  DECEMBER,  1935. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

0) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(5) 

Malnutrition . 

16 

45 

114 

— 

Skin. 

Ringworm 

Scalp 

1 

5 

Body 

1 

— 

10 

— 

Scabies 

9 

— 

27 

— 

Impetigo  . 

11 

— 

321 

— 

Other  Diseases  (Non-1  uberculous) 

4 

3 

183 

— - 

Eye. 

Blepharitis 

19 

15 

70 

— 

Conjunctivitis 

1 

11 

270 

— 

Keratitis 

— 

1 

26 

— 

Corneal  Opacities  . . 

1 

— 

7 

— 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  squint) 

223 

99 

30 

— 

Squint  . 

28 

6 

5 

— 

Other  Conditions  . . 

9 

4 

7 
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Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(5) 

Ear. 

Defective  Hearing 

10 

11 

16 

— 

Otitis  Media 

8 

11 

222 

— 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

8 

7 

32 

— 

Nose  and  Throat. 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  . . 

74 

302 

71 

Adenoids  only 

15 

27 

1 

— 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Adenoids 

64 

38 

439 

— 

Other  Conditions 

1 

4 

4 

— 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

(Non-Tuberculous)  . . 

7 

37 

132 

— 

Defective  Speech  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation. 

Heart  Disease — Organic  . . 

7 

5 

37 

— 

Functional 

17 

98 

6 

— 

Anaemia 

19 

19 

138 

— 

Lungs 

Bronchitis 

31 

58 

832 

— 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

16 

4 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary —  Definite 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Suspected 

3 

6 

23 

— 

Non-Pulmonary — Glands 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Bones  and 

Joints 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Skin 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Nervous  System. 

Epilepsy 

— 

2 

5 

— 

Chorcfl  ••  ••  ••  •• 

4 

8 

25 

— 

Other  Conditions  . . 

1 

5 

115 

— 

Deformities. 

Rickets 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Spinal  Curvature  . . 

46 

39 

12 

— 

Other  Forms 

27 

32 

93 

— 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases. 

88 

I 

81 

1,864 
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Table  II. A — continued. 


B.  Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


Number  of 

Children. 

Percentage  of  Children 
found  to  require 
Treatment. 

(4) 

Group. 

(0 

Inspected. 

(2) 

Found  to  require 
Treatment. 

(3) 

Prescribed  Groups — 

Entrants 

1,557 

169 

10-85 

Second  Age  Group  . . 

1,715 

205 

11-95 

Third  Age  Group 

1,737 

209 

12-03 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

5,009 

583 

11-64 

Othei  Routine  Inspections 

318 

37 

11-64 

Table  10. 

RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA. 


CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS. 

e.g.  Blindness,  Deafness,  Mental  Defect,  Epilepsy,  Active  Tuberculosis, 

Crippling,  Heart  Disease. 

Nil. 


BLIND  CHILDREN. 


At  certified 
Schools 
for  the 

Blind. 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools. 

At 

other 

Institutions. 

.  At 

no  school 

or 

Institution. 

Total. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 
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Table  III. — continued. 


PARTIALLY  BLIND  CHILDREN. 


At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the 

Blind. 

At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the  partially 
Blind. 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools. 

At 

other 

Institutions. 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution. 

Total. 

2 

?■  ~ 

4 

— 

7 

13 

DEAF  CHILDREN. 


At  Certified 

At 

At 

Schools 

Public 

At 

no  School 

for  the 

Elementary 

other 

or 

Total. 

Deaf. 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

Institution. 

8 

— 

— 

2 

10 

PARTIALLY  DEAF  CHILDREN. 


At 

Certified 
Schools  for 
the  deaf. 

At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the  Partially 
deaf. 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools. 

At 

other 

Institutions. 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution. 

Total. 

— 

•* 

2 

— 

— 

2 

4 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Feeble-Minded  Children. 


At  Certified 

At 

At 

Schools  for 

Public 

At 

no  School 

Mentally 

Elementary 

other 

or 

Total. 

Defective  Children. 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

Institution. 

23 

100 

4 

44 

173 
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Table  XII. — continued. 

EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN. 

CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  SEVERE  EPILEPSY. 


At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

At 

no  School 

Special 

Elementary 

other 

or 

Total. 

Schools. 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

Institution. 

1 

— 

— 

3 

4 

PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

A.  Tuberculous  Children. 

I  CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

At 

no  School 

Special 

Elementary 

other 

or 

Total. 

Schools. 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

Institution. 

— 

17 

3 

7 

27 

II.  CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  NON-PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

At 

no  School 

Special 

Elementary 

other 

or 

Total. 

Schools. 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

Institution. 

10 

44 

— 

8 

62 

132 


Table  III — continued. 

B.  DELICATE  CHILDREN. 


At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

At 

no  School 

Special 

Elementary 

other 

or 

Total. 

Schools. 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

Institution. 

60 

290 

2 

18 

370 

C.  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 


At 

Certified 

Special 

Schools. 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools. 

At 

other 

Institutions. 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution. 

Total 

3 

41 

— 

8 

32 

D.  CHILDREN  WITH  HEART  DISEASE. 

At 

Certified 

Special 

Schools. 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools. 

At 

other 

Institutions. 

At 

no  School 

or 

Institution. 

Total. 

1 

17 

4 

10 

32 
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Table  IV. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1933. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Group  V.) 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under  treatment, 
during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

(0 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp 

7(5*) 

7(5*) 

Ringworm — Body  . . 

21 

— 

21 

Scabies 

1 

— 

i 

Impetigo 

1,006 

— 

1,006 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

36 

— - 

36 

Minor  Eye  Defects — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
cases  falling  in  Group  II) 

307 

-  . 

307 

Minor  Ear  Defects . 

49 

— 

49 

Miscellaneous — 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.)  . . 

2,236 

. 

2,236 

Total  . . 

3,663 

— 

3,663 

*  Treated  by  X-rays. 


Group  II.- — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects, 


treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 


No.  of  defects  dealt  with 

No.  of  children  for  whom  spectacles 

we 

:re 

Under  the 

Prescribed 

Obtained 

Defect  or  Disease 

Authority’s 

Otherwise 

Total 

Scheme 

Under  the 

Under  the 

Authority’s 

Otherwise 

Authority’s 

Otherwise 

Scheme 

Scheme 

Errors  of  Refrac- 

tion  (including 

Squint) 

750 

— 

750 

387 

384 
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Group  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

By  Private 

Under  the 

Practitioner  or 

Authority’s 

Hospital  apart 

Received  other 

Total 

Scheme  in  Clinic 

from  the 

1  otal. 

forms  of 

Number 

or  Hospital. 

Authority’s 

Treatment. 

Treated. 

Scheme. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

67 

70 

137 

— 

137 

Group  IV.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 


Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

Non- 

residential 

treatment 

at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic. 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

Non- 

residential 

treatment 

at  an 

orthopaedic. 

clinic. 

Total 

number 

treated 

Number  of 
children 
treated 

20 

4 

— 

294 

— 

— 

— 

294  i 

Group  V.  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : — 

Routine  Age  Groups  3-14  . .  2,653 

Specials  1,462 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

(c)  Actually  treated 


Totals. 


4,115 

3,914 

3.080 
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Table  IV. — continued. 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to — 

Inspection  .  24 

Treatment  .  689 


(3)  Attendances  made  by  the  Children  for  treatment 


713 

4.472 


(4)  Fillings — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


752 

27 


(5)  Extractions — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


2,219 

9,198 


(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extractions 

(7)  Other  operations — 

Permanent  Teeth  ! 

1  emporary  Teeth  I 


779 


11,417 

2,476 

599 


Group  VI. 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(i)  Average  number  of  Visits  per  School  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  Nurses  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

(ii)  Total  number  of  Examinations  of  Children  in  the  Schools 

by  the  School  Nurses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38,896 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  Children  found  unclean  . .  2,968 

(iv)  Number  of  Children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 

by  the  Local  Education  Authority  . .  . .  . .  — 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were 

taken — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  . .  . .  . .  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  By-Laws  ,  . .  ~ 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS 
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SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

Table  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS,  1935. 


A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections 

B.  Other  Inspections  . 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

•  «  •  • 

•  •  •  e 

•  •  •  • 

445 

293 

I 

Routine 

Inspections. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

Requiring 

treatment. 

For 

Observation. 

Malnutrition  . 

— 

__ 

Uncleanliness: — Head  Verminous 

- - 

(Nits) . 

— 

— - 

Body 

— 

— 

Skin:— 

Ringworm 

— 

Head  . 

— 

— - 

Body 

— 

— 

Scabies  . . 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

— 

— 

Other  conditions 

— - 

1 

Eyes:— 

Blepharitis 

— 

— 

Conjunctivitis  . . 

— 

— 

Keratitis 

— 

— 

Corneal  Ulcer 

— 

— 

Corneal  Opacities 

— 

— 

Defective  Vision  . . 

21 

15 

Squint  . . 

— 

3 

Other  conditions  . .  . .  . .  .  •  •  • 

— - 

— 

Ear:— 

Defective  hearing 

1 

— 

Otitis  Media 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  . . 

1 

— 

Nose  and  Throat:— 

Chronic  Tonsilitis  only 

— 

8 

Adenoids  only  . . 

— 

— - 

Chronic  Tonsilitis  and  Adenoids 

2 

6 

Other  conditions 

— 

I 

Carried  forward  . . 

25 

34 
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Table  I — continued. 


Disease  or  Defect. 


Routine  Inspections. 


Requiring 

treatment. 


For 

observation 


Brought  forward 


Glands — Cervical  and  Submaxillary 

Defective  Speech 

Teeth:— 

Dental  Caries 
Sepsis  . . 

Heart  and  Circulation: — 

Heart  Disease — Organic 

Functional 

Anaemia 

Lungs — Bronchitis  . . 

Other  non-tubercular  diseases 

Tuberculosis: — 

Pulmonary — definite  . . 

suspected 

Non-pulmonary — Glands 
Spine 
Hip 

Other  bones  and  joints 
Skin 

Other  forms 

Nervous  System  .. 

Subnormal  intelligence 
Mental  Deficiency 
Epilepsy 
Chorea 

Other  Diseases . 

Signs  of  Overstrain 

Deformities: — 

Rickets 

Spinal  Curvature 
Other  Forms  . . 

Flat  Foot 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects:— 

Totals 


25 


69 


5 

1 


102 


34 

2 


5 

15 


7 

10 

13 

3 


95 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Being  that  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1935. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  1st  Annual  Report,  viz.: — -that  for  the  year  1935, 
giving  particulars  of  the  work  performed  under  your  direction  by  the 
Inspectorial  Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 


Particulars  of  Nuisances  and  Other  Matters  reported 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Foul  drains,  water  closets,  privies,  ashpits,  sinks,  urinals,  etc. 
Offensive  accumulations 
Animals  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance 
Black  smoke,  gas  leakages,  etc. 

Unwholesome  premises  needing  hmewashing 
Insufficient  water  closets,  ashpits,  drains 

Dwelling  houses  needing  repairs  under  Public  Health  Act,  1875 

Dwelling  houses  needing  repairs  under  Housing  Act,  1930 

Houses  let-in-lodgings  to  comply  with  Byelaws 

Dwelling  houses  overcrowded 

Dwelling  houses  verminous 

Sundry 


To  Borough  Surveyor  <( 
To  cleanse  ashpits 


r 


Dangerous  Structures 
Insufficient  water  supply 
Obstructed  and  foul  street  gullies 


Total 


477 

55 

10 

1 

93 

679 

496 

34 

17 
134 
185 
157 
74 

18 
23 

350 


2,803 
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Nuisances  on  Books,  and  Number  of  Notices  served. 


Number  of  notices  on  books  31  /  1 2/34 
• 

* « 

4  4  •  4 

797 

Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  during  the  year 

2,453 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  during  the  year 

*  « 

4  4  4  4 

1,265 

*  Number  of  statutory  notices  served  during  the  year 

4  4  4  4 

455 

Number  of  nuisances  abated 

•  • 

.  . 

2,385 

Number  of  notices  not  complied  with  December 

*  Includes  notices  for  housing  repairs: — 

31st, 

1935 

865 

Public  Health  Act  . , 

143 

Housing  Act 

3 

Notices  not  complied  with  include  nuisances 

64 

Overcrowded  dwelling-houses  . . 

222 

Housing  repairs,  Public  Health  Act 

290 

Housing  repairs,  Housing  Act  . . 

88 

• 

Housing  repairs,  H.L.L.  Byelaws 

3 

Insufficient  drains 

30 

Insufficient  water  closets 

58 1: 

Insufficient  ashpits 

321. 

f  Workshops  for  liming 

15 

Sundry 

63  i: 

f  N.B.  Notices  issued  in  December,  1935. 
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NEW  WORK  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  NOTICES. 


Additional  Water  Closets,  Drains,  &c. 


Water  Closets 
New  Cisterns  in  W.c.’s 
New  Soil  Pipes 
Ashbins — - 

Replacing  Ashpits 

h  worn-out  bins 
Connections  to  sewer 
Intercepting  traps 
Drain  traps 
Inspection  chambers 
Ventilating  shafts 
Fresh  air  inlets 

Pipe  drains,  yards  in  length  . . 
Sanitary  sinks  and  waste  pipes 
S.S.  water  laid  on 


74 

126 

4 

141 

367 

6 

9 

no 

33 

41 

4 

936 

39 

48 
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Repair  Work. 


Privies  converted  into  W.C.’s. . 

2 

Trough  closets  converted  into  W.C.’s 

8 

Waste  water  closets  converted  into  water  closets 

7 

Water  closets  repaired 

50 

fW.C.  pans  fitted 

120 

n  traps  fitted 

14 

n  flushing  cisterns 

29 

Drain  ventilating  shafts 

9 

Soil  pipes 

1 

Drains  repaired 

57 

m  cleared 

223 

Water  closets  cleared  .  . 

11 

Sinks  repaired  .  . 

13 

Drains  disconnected 

8 

New  covers  to  inspection  chambers 

11 

Stoppers  fitted  to  rodding  eyes 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

8 

Houses  newly  drained 

6 

Yards  repaved  .  . 

33 

Gas  mains  repaired 

2 

Rain  water  cisterns  cleansed  or  filled  in 

4 

f  Includes  pedestals 

79 

Other  Nuisances. 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed 

48 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  or  poultry  abated 

9 

Ditch  or  cesspool  cleansed  or  filled  in 

•  •  •  • 

3 

Unwholesome  premises  hmewashed  . . 

•  «  •  • 

85 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  removed  from  district 

•  »  •  • 

58 

Cellars  emptied  and  cleansed  or  filled  in 

•  •  •  • 

4 

Sundry  matters .  . 

. . 

247 
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Structures  Dispensed  with. 


Ashpits  cut  down  and  made  into  receptacles  for  ashbins  . .  . .  46 

Ashpits  dispensed  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  58 

W.C.’s  (replaced  by  new  W.C.’s)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 


DRAIN  TESTS. 

136  Drain  Tests  were  made,  53  where  nuisances  were  alleged,  40 
rat-infested  premises,  3  on  application  for  sanitary  certificates,  22  for  testing 
new  drains,  and  18  for  testing  outfall  from  dram.  The  number  of  premises 
involved  being  217  houses,  4  factories,  5  public  houses,  3  schools,  1  garage, 
and  3  farms. 

In  36  of  the  tests,  smoke  was  the  agent  used;  m  53,  dram  grenades 
served;  in  43,  coloured  water  was  applied,  and  in  4  cases  the  drains  were 
flushed  by  water. 

35  defects  were  found  as  a  result  of  drain  testing,  these  defects  were 
satisfactorily  remedied. 

ALTERATIONS  TO  DRAINS. 

60  notices  of  alterations  to  drams  were  received,  and  the  necessary 
inspections  made  under  the  provisions  of  Sections  41  and  42  of  the  Walsall 
Corporation  Act,  1925. 

WORK  DONE  UNDER  SECTION  36,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT, 

1875,  IN  DEFAULT- 

INSUFFICIENT  Ashpits. 

The  directions  of  the  Health  Committee,  where  default  was  made  in 
complying  with  a  notice  for  the  provision  of  sufficient  ashbins,  were  carried 
into  effect  by  forwarding  full  particulars  of  the  case  to  the  Borough  Surveyor, 
this  resulted  in  the  work  being  done  under  his  direction  at  the  property 
concerned,  consisting  of  seven  houses :  seven  ashbins  being  supplied  to 
replace  four  ashpits,  at  the  owner’s  expense. 
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HOUSES  IMPROVED. 
Particulars  of  Work  Done. 


Houses  repaired  throughout  under  Housing  Act,  1 930 

17 

Houses  repaired  throughout  under  Public  Health  Act 

205 

Houses  re-spouted 

21 

n  whitewashed  throughout 

16 

Verminous  houses  sprayed 

195 

Houses,  sash  cords  fitted  and  windows  repaired 

9 

ii  floors  repaired  . .  . .  . . 

15 

ii  other  minor  repairs  . . 

94 

New  wash-houses 

3 

Wash-houses  repaired 

22 

New  boilers  and  fireboxes 

14 

Boilers  and  fireboxes  repaired 

18 

Number  of  Houses  Improved — 

By  repairs  . . 

629 

By  improving  W.C.  and  ashbin  accommodation 

915 

By  abatement  of  other  nuisances 

708 

Total  Houses  Improved  . . 

. .  2,252 

Houses  Closed  or  Demolished. 

Houses  closed— 

(a)  Voluntarily 

4 

(b)  By  Order  Housing  Act,  1 930 

165 

(c)  In  Clearance  Area,  1930  Act 

224 

Total  closed 

393 

Houses  demolished — 

(a)  Voluntarily 

4 

(b)  By  Order  Housing  Act,  1 930 

141 

(c)  In  Clearance  Area,  1 930  Act 

184 

Total  demolished  . . 

329 
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Overcrowding  Abated. 


Houses  vacated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  104 

No.  of  inmates  reduced  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  26 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  130 


These  cases  are  those  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
and  are  not  connected  with  cases  under  the  Housing  Act,  1 935.  Particulars 
of  action  under  the  latter  Act  are  included  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
report  on  Housing. 


INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST 
(RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS,  1920,  1923  and  1933. 

Five  tenants  made  applications  during  the  year  for  certificates  that 
the  houses  in  their  respective  occupations  were  not  in  a  reasonable  state  of 
repair.  In  each  case  a  certificate  was  granted,  and  notice  given  to  the 
owner  requiring  such  work  to  be  carried  into  effect  as  would  render  the 
house  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  The  owner  of  a 
house,  where  a  certificate  had  been  granted  to  the  tenant,  made  application 
that  the  certificate  be  cancelled.  The  application  was  granted,  repairs 
to  the  whole  house  having  been  satisfactorily  completed. 


Sanitary  Improvements  at  Factories  and  Workshops. 


Rooms  lime  washed 
I  Ventilation  provided 
New  water  closets 
Water  closets  repaired 
Flushing  cisterns  fitted  or  repaired 
Water  closets — screening  extended 
Ashbins  supplied 
Drains  cleared  or  improved  .  . 
Other  defects  remedied 


Total 


69 

1 

11 

1 

2 

2 

11 

3 

4 


104 
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OUTWORKERS’  HOMES. 


Twenty-three  lists  from  manufacturers  in  the  Borough,  and  7  others 
from  Birmingham,  Epsom  and  Ewell  Urban  Districts,  Westminster,  and 
St.  Pancras,  have  been  received,  containing  147  names:  63  persons  were 
employed  in  21  other  districts,  viz.: — Aldershot,  Aldridge  Urban,  Brown- 
hills,  Cannock  Urban,  Chard,  Crewkerne,  Darlaston,  Dorchester,  Droitwich, 
Folkestone,  Gillingham,  Glastonbury,  Langport,  Pershore,  Rmgwood, 
Southport,  Somerset  County,  Swindon,  Wednesbury,  Worcester,  Yeovil. 


The  nature  of  the  work  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  were. 


viz.  :- 


No. 

Trades.  of  Lists. 

Clothing  (including) 

gloves)  . .  25 

Buckles  . .  .  .  5 


Outworkers. 

Contractors.  Homeworkers. 

Male.  Female, 

3  9  127 

—  4  4 


Each  outworker  was 
state. 


visited,  the  home  being  found  in  a  satisfactory 


Premises  under  Regular  Inspection. 


Cowkeepers  (Wholesale)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  18 

n  (Purveyors  of  Milk)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Purveyors  of  Milk — 

Retail  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  60 

Milk  Shops  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  29 

Purveyors  of  Milk  from  other  districts  selling  Milk  in  the  Borough  44 
Wholesale  (sterilizing  factories)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  7 

Pasteurisers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Grade  A  Producer  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Grade  A  Bottlers  . .  . .  ,  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  4 

Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Bottlers  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Dealers  in  Designated  Milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 
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Premises  under  Regular  Inspection— continued. 


Bakehouses — factory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  28 

ii  workshop  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Bakers’  and  Confectioners’  Shops  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  170 

Slaughter-houses — registered  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  7 

ii  licensed  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  17 

Butchers’ Shops  ..  .  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  132 

Ice-cream  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  133 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  98 

Fishmongers’  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Grocers’  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  401 

Green  Grocers’  and  Fruiterers’  Shops  . .  .  .  . .  . .  133 

Hotels,  Restaurants,  Cafes,  Dining  Rooms,  etc.  . .  . .  .  .  33 

General  (Food)  Shops  (Small  Businesses)  .  .  . .  . .  . .  247 

Houses-let-in-lodgings  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  17 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  3 

Workshops  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  248 

Outworkers’  homes  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Hide  and  Skin  Depot  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 


1  otals  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 ,959 


REGISTERED  PREMISES  WHERE  REPAIRS  HAVE  BEEN 

CARRIED  INTO  EFFECT. 

Factories. — Sanitary  accommodation  has  been  improved  at  1 7  factories, 
as  follows : — 4  additional  water  closets  provided ;  1  water  closet  flushing 
cistern  repaired  and  made  adequate :  7  ashbins  supplied :  at  one  factory  the 
screening  to  females’  water  closet  was  extended:  in  five  cases  the  sanitary 
accommodation  was  made  sufficient :  8  trough  closets  were  converted  to 
water  closets.  Other  improvements  include,  viz. : — Three  sets  of  drams 
cleared  and  made  satisfactory,  and  one  water  closet  repaired. 

Workshops. — In  one  workshop  the  flushing  cistern  to  water  closet 
has  been  repaired :  2  ashbins  were  supplied,  1  water  closet  ventilation 

provided,  and  1  set  of  drams  cleared  and  made  satisfactory  at  other  work¬ 
shops;  69  workrooms  have  been  whitewashed  and  cleansed. 
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Lodging  Houses. — Fifteen  houses  have  been  hmewashed  throughout; 
1  flushing  cistern  repaired,  2  sets  of  drains  and  1  set  of  spouting  cleared, 
1  new  pedestal  pan  fitted,  and  3  ashbins  supplied. 

COWSHEDS  AND'  Dairies. — One  dairy  has  been  cleansed  throughout. 
Cowsheds  are  hmewashed  twice  a  year,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  who  pay  periodic  visits  for  that  purpose. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

CONTRAVENTIONS. — Seven  cautions  have  been  given,  viz. : — (1)  failing  to 
give  notice  of  slaughter  under  Article  8  (1)  and  Article  8  (2);  (2)  carrying 
meat  and  not  wearing  washable  head  covering  and  overall;  (3)  failing  to 
take  such  precautions  as  are  reasonably  necessary  to  prevent  the  exposure  of 
meat  to  contamination;  and  (4)  removing  meat  contrary  to  Article  10. 
In  each  case  the  person  concerned  was  kept  under  observation  with  a  view 
to  further  proceedings  if  the  offence  was  repeated,  but  m  no  case  have 
summary  proceedings  been  necessary. 

Notices  Received. — Notices  of  intended  slaughter  have  been  received 
as  follows: — Three  butchers  gave  notice  “to  slaughter  at  regular  hours  on 
fixed  days  each  week’  ;  in  1,302  cases,  “3  hours’  ’’  notice  of  intention  to 
slaughter  was  received  (included  in  this  number  were  303  notices  for 
“Sunday’’  slaughter).  160  notices  of  slaughter  were  from  pig-feeders, 
8  at  private  premises  and  the  remainder  at  slaughterhouses. 

1  wenty-two  notices  were  received  of  immediate  slaughter  necessary 
owing  to  accidental  injury,  etc.,  and  48  notices  of  disease  were  received 
after  slaughter. 

Examinations  of  carcases  at  slaughterhouses  were,  viz. : — Cattle, 
6,228;  calves,  3,647;  swine,  13,739;  sheep  and  lambs,  27,729;  total, 
51,343  carcases. 

Meat  Inspection. — The  continued  increase  in  the  amount  of  English 
meat  slaughtered  a  total  of  5 1 ,343  carcases  were  inspected  as  compared 
with  48,500  in  1934,  47,000  in  1933,  and  30,100  m  1930 — has  meant  that 

more  time  has  had  to  be  given  to  meat  inspection. 
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Mr.  E.  F.  Miner  is  now  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the 
larger  private  slaughterhouses.  Mr.  G.  N.  Richards  deals  with  the  six 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Bloxwich  Ward,  and  the  one  slaughterhouse  in 
Harden  Ward.  Messrs.  W.  J.  Woodward  and  S.  Monks  visit  and  inspect 
the  meat  dressed  at  eight  slaughterhouses  in  the  Bridge  and  Caldmore  Wards. 

In  addition  to  examinations  of  carcases  at  slaughterhouses,  the  Inspectors 
make  examinations  of  meat  and  other  foods  at  butchers’  shops,  fishmongers’, 
greengrocers’,  grocers’,  and  stalls  in  the  retail  markets. 

UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  DESTROYED. 

Tuberculous. 

Bovine. — 14  carcases  and  all  organs,  6  forequarters,  198  heads,  153 
pieces  of  beef  and  trimmings,  837  sets  of  lungs,  203  livers,  and  323  other 
organs. 

PlGS. — 9  carcases,  439  heads,  198  sets  of  fry,  23  livers,  49  sets  of  lungs, 
and  477  other  organs. 

Other  Diseases,  Unsound,  etc. 

Bovine. — 14  carcases  and  all  organs,  4  forequarters,  2  hindquarters, 
9  heads,  1 1  pieces  of  beef  and  trimmings,  104  sets  of  lungs,  681  livers,  and 
35  other  organs. 

PlGS. — 22  carcases  and  all  organs,  15  pieces  of  Pork,  2  heads,  25  sets  of 
Fry,  49  Livers,  43  sets  of  Lungs,  and  3  other  organs. 

Sheep  and  Lambs. — 29  carcases  and  all  organs,  2  pieces  of  Mutton, 
1,060  Livers,  4  Plucks,  and  29  sets  of  Lungs. 

Imported  Meat— 100  lbs.  Pork,  78  lbs.  Mutton,  128  lbs.  Beef,  10  lbs. 
Beef  Kidneys. 

Fish. — 7  lbs.  prawns,  14  lbs.  cod,  182  lbs.  roe. 

Cheese. — 21  lbs.  New  Zealand  cheese. 

Fruit. — 3  lbs.  apricots,  160  lbs.  apples. 
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Canned  Goods. 


Fish —22  tins.  Meat— 21  tins.  Tomatoes —1 1 1  tins. 

Fruit. — 98  tins.  Condensed  Milk— 158  tins. 

Other  Foods. — 33  tins. 

Summary  of  Weight. 


English  Meat. 

Bovine,  Tuberculous 

Pigs,  m 

Bovine,  Other  Diseases 
Pigs,  u 

Sheep,  n 

Imported  Meat. 

Other  Foods.  Fish 

Canned  Goods 

Fruit 

Cheese 


31 ,363  lbs. 

■  43,246  lbs. 

11,883  I.  j 

19,957  lbs.  ] 
4,074  n 

3,642  n 

27,673  lbs. 

316  lbs. 

316  lbs. 

203  lbs.  ' 
799  - 
163  .. 

1  1,186  lbs. 

| 

21  H  j 

Total 

72,421  lbs. 

or  approximately  32J  tons. 

With  but  few  exceptions,  these  Unsound  Foods  were  destroyed  in  the 
incinerator  at  the  Public  Works  Depot,  Wolverhampton  Street. 

The  total  weight  of  food  destroyed  was  nearly  32|  tons,  of  this  51*2 
per  cent,  by  weight  were  English  carcases  and  meat,  and  467  per  cent,  by 
weight  were  offals,  livers,  lungs,  etc.,  inspected  at  time  of  slaughter,  61  per 
cent  being  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  39  per  cent  with  other  diseases. 
Imported  meat  to  the  extent  of  (F44  per  cent.,  and  other  foodstuffs,  such  as 
fish,  fruit,  canned  goods,  etc.,  equalling  1 -66  per  cent.,  make  the  total. 
Notices  of  disease  in  English  carcases  observed  during  slaughter  (as  required 
by  the  Public  Health  [Meat]  Regulations)  were  received  in  48  cases,  the 
bulk  of  foodstuffs  was  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  destruction 
at  time  of  inspection. 


151 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

237  articles  were  obtained  in  the  year  and  were  submitted  as  samples 
to  the  Public  Analyst;  of  these,  137  articles  selected  from  purchases  of 
small  lots  of  goods  (generally  groceries)  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst 
informally,  4  informal  samples  of  milk  were  also  submitted,  96  milk  samples 
were  taken  formally  under  the  Act. 

See  Public  Analyst’s  Report. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1923. 


Information  as  to  results  of  examinations  of  designated  milk  are  given 
in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  AND  MARKING)  ACTS, 

1928  AND  1931. 

The  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926,  and  the  Agricultural  Produce 
(Grading  and  Marking)  Acts,  1928  and  1931,  apply  to  Imported  Meat, 

bacon,  hams,  and  the  following  other  imported  foodstuffs,  viz. : - butter 

fresh  apples,  raw  tomatoes,  eggs  (in  shell),  dried  eggs,  currants,  sultanas, 
raisins,  oat  products  (oatmeal,  rolled  oats,  flour  and  groats),  honey,  salmon 
and  sea  trout  (frozen  or  chilled),  and  dead  poultry.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors 
exercise  control  over  the  marking  of  the  above  foodstuffs  in  accordance 
with  the  various  Orders  made  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  making 
frequent  visits  to  food  shops  and  the  retail  markets  for  that  purpose. 


THE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER  OF  1925. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Paley,  Veterinary  Inspector,  reported  on  two  cows  suffering 
from  tuberculous  emaciation.  The  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  above 
Order,  and  Mr.  Paley,  in  his  postmortem  certificates,  reported  as  follows, 
viz.: — (1)  Tuberculosis,  ‘not  advanced  ”;  and  (2)  Generalised  tuberculosis, 
advanced.” 
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Two  samples  of  “loose”  milk  taken  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Paley  were  submitted 
for  test  for  tubercle  bacilli,  and  reports  were  received,  “Tubercle  bacilli 
have  been  found.”  The  two  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  Order,  and 
Mr.  Paley  stated  in  his  postmortem  certificates  that  the  cows  had  tuber¬ 
culosis,  “not  advanced.” 

Compensation  according  to  scale  was  paid  to  the  owners  in  all  four  cases. 

INSPECTION  OF  DAIRY  CATTLE 

In  addition  to  the  milk  samples  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Paley  submitted  for  test  for  tubercle  bacilli  nine  further  samples 
of  milk  from  cows  suspected  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis.  Tubercle 
bacilli  were  not  found  in  any  of  the  samples. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  CONTAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

INTENDED  FOR  SALE. 

Six  hundred  and  thirty-one  visits  have  been  made  to  food  stores, 
food  shops,  etc.,  to  which  the  requirements  of  Section  72  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  apply.  The  requirements  of  the  Section  were  found  to 
be  satisfactorily  carried  out,  and  in  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  request 
the  occupier  to  have  the  interior  walls  and  ceiling  whitewashed,  cleansed, 
or  purified. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

Samples. — Four  samples  of  Fertilisers  and  one  of  Feeding  Stuffs  have 
been  obtained  informally,  and  the  Agricultural  Analyst  has  certified  that 
each  sample  is  genuine.  For  particulars  of  analyses  see  Analyst’s  report. 

On  no  occasion  have  I  been  required  to  take  action  as  “official  sampler.” 

The  requirements  of  Section  6  of  the  Act,  with  respect  to  the  furnishing 
of  a  Statutory  Statement  with  any  Fertiliser  or  Feeding  Stuff  when  sold  by 
retail,  have  been  generally  complied  with. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  now  98  fish  fryers  in  the  Borough.  Six  applications  for 
consent  to  the  establishing  of  the  business  of  a  fish  fryer  were  considered 
by  the  Health  Committee,  and  consent  was  given  in  two  cases,  viz. : — No. 
53,  Vicarage  Street,  and  No.  70,  Caldmore  Road. 
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In  four  cases  applications  for  consent  were  refused,  representations 
objecting  to  the  establishing  of  the  business  were  made  by  persons  residing 
within  a  radius  of  250  yards  of  the  proposed  premises  in  respect  of  two  cases, 
and  in  the  two  remaining  case?  the  premises  were  quite  unsuitable  for  the 
trade  of  a  fishfryer.  One  additional  application  was  withdrawn  before  being 
advertised,  the  applicant  having  been  informed  that  the  premises  were 
totally  unsuitable  in  their  present  state. 

The  other  premises  in  the  Borough  under  inspection  are,  viz. : — two 
rag  and  bone  dealers,  and  one  hide  and  skin  depot. 

The  premises  are  inspected  regularly,  and  in  the  main  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  state. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  serious  rat  or  mice  infestation  in  the 
Borough ;  there  have  been  isolated  cases  which  have  been  at  once  followed 
up  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  remedial  measures  have  been  advised. 
Where  occasion  demands,  tests  of  drainage  systems  are  made,  and  this  has 
often  resulted  in  defects  in  the  drainage  systems  being  found. 

National  Rat  Week. 

During  National  Rat  Week  the  attention  of  the  general  public  was  again 
called  to  the  grave  dangers  arising  from  infestations  by  rats  and  mice. 
Letters  were  sent  m  mid-October  to  persons  whose  lands  or  buildings  might 
be  subject  to  infestations,  these  including  allotment  secretaries,  corn  and 
seed  merchants,  millers,  marine  store  dealers,  fruiterers,  grocers  and 
provision  merchants,  slaughterhouse  and  bakehouse  occupiers,  and  farmers. 
The  total  number  circularized  was  175.  The  allotments  comprised  2,100 
plots.  Local  chemists  and  ironmongers  were  asked  to  exhibit  traps  and 
suitable  poisons  during  the  week,  and  an  advertisement  was  issued  in  the 
two  local  newspapers.  Suitable  display  bills  were  posted  in  all  parts  of  the 
town.  Five  thousand  three  hundred  Red  Squill  biscuits  were  laid  at  sewage 
disposal  works,  sewers,  tips,  and  in  selected  parts  of  the  public  parks,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  By  arrangement  with  the 
Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  special  attention  is  given  to  infestations  at 
sewage  disposal  works,  rubbish  tips,  and  sewers,  as  they  occur,  with  special 
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co-ordinated  effort  during  National  Rat  Week.  Four  allotment  secretaries 
reported  in  writing,  and  each  stated  that  the  results  from  the  laying  of  rat 
baits  had  proved  satisfactory.  During  National  Rat  Week,  three  complaints 
of  rat  infestations  were  received,  investigations  were  made  and  baits  laid; 
when  re-inspected,  the  infestations  were  reported  as  ceased. 

It  has  been  arranged  with  the  Public  Works  Department  to  conduct 
periodical  inspections  and  baiting  of  the  sewers  during  the  coming  year. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 


Inspections — Boats. 

Number  of  boats  inspected  . .  . .  .  .  .  <  .  *  26 

Number  of  boats  conforming  with  Acts  and  Regulations  .  .  22 

Number  of  boats  with  one  or  more  infringements  .  .  . .  4 

Nature  of  Infringement. 

Certificate  not  produced  . ,  . .  , ,  . .  .  ,  I 

Painting  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Overcrowded 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Infringements  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

Remedial  measures  for  contraventions  were  obtained  by  issuing  a  “Blue 
Notice  ’  form. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  found  on  the  boats. 

Occupants. 

Number  of  men  on  boats  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  ,  30 

Number  of  women  on  boats  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Number  of  children  on  boats — 

under  5  years  of  age  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  11 

over  5  and  under  1 2  years  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 
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The  total  registered  accommodation  on  the  26  boats  was  for  96J  adults, 
and  the  total  number  occupying  equalled  76  adults. 

18  boats  had  fore-cabins,  13  of  which  were  in  use  as  sleeping  places. 

The  condition  of  the  boats  may  be  classified  as :  13  good,  1 2  fair,  and 
I  1  poor. 

» 

The  occupants  appeared  to  be  in  good  health. 

THEATRES  AND  MUSIC  HALLS,  ETC. 

The  theatres  and  cinemas  have  each  been  visited  several  times  during 
the  year,  and  at  an  inspection  made  on  the  4th  July,  1935,  by  the  special 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Council,  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Infected  Houses,  December  31st,  1935. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Diphtheria 


25 

22 

3 


Total 


50 


MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Act  under  which 
proceedings  were  taken 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Remarks. 

Milk  (Special  Desig¬ 
nations)  Order,  1923. 

Selling  milk  as  “Pasteurised”  without 
obtaining  a  dealer’s  licence  from  the 
Licensing  Authority. 

Fined  £2  Os.  0d.,  and 
£1  Os.  Od.  costs. 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

Refusal  of  admittance  to  No.  27,  Hill 
Street,  after  Notices  of  Intention  to 
Inspect  had  been  served  under  Sec¬ 
tion  127  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

At  adjourned  hearing 

defendant  submitted  under¬ 
taking  to  allow  house  to  be 
entered  and  inspected. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Hubble,  who  had  been  in  the  Health  Department  since  1893, 
retired  from  the  position  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  27th  May,  1935, 
Mr.  0.  R.  N.  Hoskins,  Temporary  Housing  Inspector,  resigned  his  appoint¬ 
ment  on  the  24th  May,  1935.  Mr.  A.  Furniss  resigned  his  appointment  as 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  21st  August,  1935. 

Mr.  I.  Thomas  commenced  duties  as  Temporary  Housing  Inspector 
on  the  1st  July,  1935,  and  Mr.  S.  Monks  commenced  duties  as  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  29th  July,  1935.  Mr.  G.  Leeder,  clerk  in  the 
Health  Department,  was  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the 
1st  August,  1935.  The  vacant  clerical  post  was  not  filled  until  the  28th 
October,  1935. 

The  exceptional  number  of  changes  in  staff  during  the  year  interfered 
to  some  extent  with  the  normal  office  routine,  but  in  spite  of  these  changes 
much  useful  work  has  been  accomplished.  A  record  number  of  houses 
has  been  represented  as  unfit  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year  a  start  was  made  with  the  Overcrowding  Survey  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1935,  which  became  law  during  the  year. 

The  year  has  also  been  notable  for  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  meat 
inspected.  Over  51,000  carcases  were  examined,  and  approximately  32| 
tons  of  unsound  food  have  been  destroyed. 

I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  practical  help  and  advice  given  to  me 
by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Hubble,  and  to  the  support  which  I  have  received, 
during  my  first  year  of  office,  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Chief  Officials,  and  the 
staff  in  the  Health  Department,  to  whom  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 

Yours  obediently, 

C.  A.  STANSBURY,  M.S.I.A., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


28th  April,  1936. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  ANALYST. 


For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1935,  on  the 
Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act  1928,  and 
the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1935, 
237  samples  were  submitted  to  me  for  analysis  during  the  year  under  the 
F  ood  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1 928.  All  the  samples  were 
submitted  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

141  samples  were  purchased  without  the  formalities  of  the  Acts.  96 
samples  were  purchased  with  the  formalities  of  the  Acts. 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  figures  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  Boroughs  and  Walsall. 


No.  of  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  analysed 

Year. 

per  1 ,000  of  population. 

England  &  Wales. 

Boroughs. 

Walsall. 

1930 

3*60 

Average  . .  4*20 

2*40 

1931 

3*40 

ii  ..  3*10 

210 

1932 

3-45 

..  . .  4*34 

200 

1933 

3-46 

.1  . .  4*37 

2*10 

1934 

3*52 

. .  4*37 

2*10 

1933 

Not  Available. 

Not  Available. 

2*29 
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Table  A  gives  particulars  of  the  237  samples. 


Table  A. 


Number 

Number 

Description. 

Analysed. 

Adulterated. 

Milk  . 

100 

3 

Butter 

49 

— 

Margarine  . . 

1 

— 

Lard 

8 

— 

Lard  Compound  . . 

1 

— 

Jam  . 

7 

— 

Honey 

2 

— 

Lobster  Paste 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste . . 

1 

— 

Dripping  . . 

1 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup  . . 

2 

— 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

— 

Ground  Ginger 

2 

— 

Olive  Oil  . . 

1 

— 

Chutney 

1 

— 

Dried  Fruit 

20 

— 

Marmalade 

2 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

3 

— 

Golden  Syrup 

2 

— 

Candied  Peel 

4 

— • 

Mixed  Peel 

2 

— 

Shredded  Beef  Suet 

2 

— 

Pepper 

2 

— • 

Salt  . 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

1 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

— 

Cream 

3 

— 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk  (Unsweetened)  . . 

2 

— 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk  (Sweetened) 

1 

— 

Condensed  Machine  Skimmed  Milk  (Sweetened) 

5 

— 

Cheese 

2 

— 

Mixed  Pickles 

3 

— 

Glace  Cherries 

2 

— 

Sparkling  Paragon  Special 

1 

2- 1 1  %  of  the  samples  were  adulterated.  The  percentages  of  adulteration 

for  1934,  1933,  1932  and  1931  were  5  65,  3*1,  4*3,  and  1  *37  respectively. 
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MILK. 

100  samples,  96  formal  and  4  informal,  were  submitted,  of  which  5, 
equivalent  to  5%,  were  adulterated.  The  percentages  of  adulteration  for 
1934,  1933,  1932,  and  1931  were  10*89,  4  65,  7*29  and  217  respectively. 

The  average  composition  of  the  100  samples  was  as  follows: — 

Solids  not  Fat  . .  . .  . .  .  .  8  89 

Fat  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  3*62 

Total  Solids  ..  ..  ..  ..  12*51 

Table  B  gives  particulars  of  the  adulterated  samples: — 


Table  B. 


Sample  No. 

Nature  of  Adulteration. 

Result. 

2 

2*82%  Added  Water. 

The  Health  Committee,  after 

71 

26*60%Deficiency  of  Fat. 

considering  all  the  facts  in 

127 

o 

o 

O''- 

connection  with  each  sample, 

176 

10*00%  M 

issued  a  warning  and  caution 

188 

1*66%  u 

(a)  to  the  vendors  of  samples 
Nos.  2,  71,  127  and  188,  and 

(b)  to  the  wholesaler  and  retail 
vendor  of  sample  No.  176. 

All  the  above  samples  were  formal. 


CREAM. 

Three  samples  were  submitted.  All  samples  were  genuine,  of  good 
quality,  and  contained  no  preservative.  Table  C.  gives  the  analyses  of 
the  samples. 


Sample  No. 


Fat. 


78 

118 

120 


49*00% 

49*00% 

47*00% 


Table  C 


160 


JAM. 


Seven  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine.  Five  samples 
contained  no  preservative.  Table  D  gives  the  amount  of  preservative  present. 


Table  D. 


Sample  No. 

Parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  per  Million. 

108 

37-2 

169 

25-6 

DRIED  FRUIT. 


20  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine.  8  samples  contained 
no  preservative.  Table  E  gives  the  amounts  of  preservative  present. 


Table  E. 

Sample  No. 

Parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  per  Million. 

10 

193-2 

53 

296-0 

91 

385-0 

114 

950-0 

*  115 

205-0 

163 

9-6 

167 

6-4 

172 

14-4 

197 

6-4 

201 

199  0 

223 

16-0 

227 

172-0 

PICKLES. 

Three  samples  were  submitted. 

All  were  genuine  and  contained  no 

preservative. 
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MARGARINE. 


One  sample  was  submitted.  The  sample  was  genuine  and  contained 
no  preservative. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

Under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926,  five  samples  were 
submitted  as  follows : — 

Meat  and  Bone  Meal. 

Carmona  Sweet  Pea  Fertiliser. 

Tomato  Fertiliser. 

Sulphate  of  Potash. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia. 

All  samples  conformed  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 


MISLEADING  LABELLING. 

Sample  number  160  of  effervescent  beverage  was  labelled,  in  addition 
to  its  trade  name  and  the  name  of  the  manufacturer,  as  follows: — ““Made 
with  Devonshire  Cider  Apples.”  The  label  was  misleading  to  the  public. 
The  word  “Cider”  was  printed  in  very  large  type,  and  the  words  “Made 
with  Devonshire  Apples”  in  very  small  type,  giving  the  impression  that 
this  sample  was  cider.  The  sample  contained  no  alcohol  and  was  not  cider. 

Suggestions  were  submitted  for  correct  labelling  of  the  beverage. 

The  analysis  of  Walsall’s  Food  Supply  for  the  past  year  is  very  satis¬ 
factory,  and  shows  the  lowest  percentage  of  adulteration  since  1931. 

(Signed)  FRANK  E.  THOMPSON.  A.R.C.Sc.,  F.I.C., 


Public  Analyst. 
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